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Facebook 

message 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

T ake a break from social media for 
the holidays and focus on time 
spent with loved ones in the real 
world. 

That’s the message the Marine Corps 
Air Ground Combat Center in Twenty- 
nine Palms, Calif., wants Marines to take 
from its latest video posted Thursday on 
— what else? — Facebook. 

The video is one of the latest attempts 
to reach Marines through social media 
as the Corps’ leaders embrace the humor 
that’s often the coin of the digital realm. 

The light-hearted efforts come as the 
service confronted a social media scan¬ 
dal this year when an investigation found 
thousands of active-duty Marines and vet¬ 
erans had belonged to a Facebook group 
in which members had posted degrading 
messages about their fellow servicemem- 
bers online. 

In the video, base commanding gen¬ 
eral Maj. Gen. William F. Mullen III and 

SEE MESSAGE ON PAGE 4 
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Marine Corps general: ‘There’s a war coming’ 


By Amy B. Wang 

The Washington Post 

The Marine Corps commandant told 
about 300 Marines in Norway last week 
that they should be prepared for battle, 
predicting a “bigass fight” to come. 

“I hope I’m wrong, but there’s a war com¬ 
ing,” Gen. Robert Neller told the Marines 
on Thursday, according to Military.com. 
“You’re in a fight here, an informational 
fight, a political fight, by your presence.” 


Neller was visiting a Marine rotational 
force near Trondheim, about 300 miles 
north of Oslo. The Marines have been 
stationed there since January. Their pres¬ 
ence in Norway is intended to support op¬ 
erations by NATO and the U.S. European 
Command, as well as to help the Marine 
Corps facilitate training in cold weather 
and mountainous conditions. 

But Neller and other Corps leaders told 
the force they should be prepared for a 
change in their peacetime mission, should 


the need arise. In particular, Neller pre¬ 
dicted the Pacific and Russia to be the 
focus of any conflict in the future outside 
of the Middle East, Military.com reported. 

“Just remember why you’re here,” Sgt. 
Maj. Ronald Green told the troops, ac¬ 
cording to the military news site. “They’re 
watching. Just like you watch them, they 
watch you. We’ve got 300 Marines up here; 
we could go from 300 to 3,000 overnight. 
We could raise the bar.” 

As the Marines’ top general, Neller is 


a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the 
Pentagon’s senior-most leadership team 
responsible for contingency planning. It 
is unclear to what extent his comments 
were indicative of an actual war to come 
or merely meant as a pep talk for troops 
stationed far from home during the Christ¬ 
mas holiday. 

Lt. Col. Eric Dent, a spokesman for the 
general, told The Washington Post on Sat¬ 
urday night that Neller’s remarks “were 

SEE WAR ON PAGE 2 
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Samantha K. BRAUN/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Marine Corps Commandant Gen. Robert Neller, left, speaking with a Norwegian soldier 
during a September visit to Norway, predicted a “bigass fight” was coming while speaking 
last week to 300 U.S. Marines stationed in Norway. 

* Being ready is a constant practice and refocusing. Neller 
and others have said, If you want peace, train for war.’ 
That’s exactly what we want and are doing, f 

Lt. Col. Eric Dent 

spokesman for Marine Corps Commandant Gen. Robert Neller 


War: General 
wants troops 
prepared for 
possible conflict 

FROM FRONT PAGE 

intended to inspire and focus the Marines’ 
training.” He added the general had also told 
the troops none of the four countries he had 
referenced — Russia, China, Iran and North 
Korea — wanted to go to war. 

“The thought of war has a way of motivating 
warriors to train hard and increase readiness. 
I cannot imagine any professional military 
leader suggesting to his or her Soldiers, Sail¬ 
ors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen 
that we shouldn’t think that conflict is pend¬ 
ing,” Dent said in an email. “Being ready is a 
constant practice and refocusing. Neller and 
others have said, ‘If you want peace, train for 
war.’ That’s exactly what we want and are 
doing.” 

With unusual fanfare, President Donald 
Trump unveiled a new National Security 
Strategy last week that cast China and Russia 
as competitors for global power and as poten¬ 
tial threats to the United States. 

“China and Russia challenge American 
power, influence, and interests, attempting 
to erode American security and prosperity,” 
the document states. “They are determined 
to make economies less free and less fair, to 
grow their militaries, and to control informa¬ 
tion and data to repress their societies and ex¬ 
pand their influence.” 

As The Washington Post’s Anne Gearan 
and Steven Mufson reported, however, the 
new national security strategy dances around 
Russia’s attempts to meddle in the 2016 presi¬ 
dential election, much in the way Trump has 
since he was elected: 

Trump has publicly complimented Rus¬ 
sian President Vladimir Putin, calling him 
“very smart,” and has sought to establish a 


better relationship with Russia after years 
of worsening ties with the country under for¬ 
mer President Barack Obama. He has been 
openly skeptical of U.S. intelligence findings 
that Russia mounted a systematic effort to 
undermine the 2016 presidential election. But 
Trump has not reversed congressional sanc¬ 
tions on Russia over its actions in Ukraine, as 


Putin hoped he would. 

The strategy document released Dec. 18 
skirts the issue of Russia’s involvement in the 
presidential election. 

“Through modernized forms of subversive 
tactics, Russia interferes in the domestic po¬ 
litical affairs of countries around the world,” 
the document says. 


Trump sends 
Christmas 
greetings to 
troops abroad 


Associated Press 

PALM BEACH, Fla. — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump sent Christ¬ 
mas greetings to U.S. troops 
stationed around the world. 

From Mar-a-Lago, the Palm 
Beach, Fla., estate where Trump 
is spend¬ 
ing the 
holidays, 
he spoke 
by video 
hook-up 
on Christ¬ 
mas Eve to 
members of 
the Army, 
Navy, Air 
Force, Ma¬ 
rine Corps 
and Coast 
Guard, stationed in Qatar, Kuwait, 
and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

Trump told the troops that 
Americans are thankful for them 
and their families. He says they’re 
“the greatest people on Earth.” 

He offered praise to the Coast 
Guard for saving thousands of 
lives during a series of deadly 
hurricanes in the United States. 

Trump told the troops that 
“every American heart” is thank¬ 
ful for them and is asking God 
to watch over them and their 
families. 


Trump 
spoke to 
troops 
stationed 
in Qatar, 
Kuwait and 
Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. 
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US issues alert over N. Korean propaganda 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

U.S. Forces Korea is warning service- 
members on the Korean Peninsula to 
stay alert to potential insider threats after 
North Korean propaganda appeared on 
American bases. 

The 8th Army reported that propaganda 
leaflets were discovered at Seoul’s Yong- 
san Garrison on Thursday, shortly after a 


North Korean soldier defected across the 
heavily fortified border just north of the 
South Korean capital. 

In an alert posted later that day on US- 
FK’s Facebook page, officials said a signif¬ 
icant number of North Korean propaganda 
leaflets and CDs had been placed at stra¬ 
tegic locations on multiple U.S. military 
installations in South Korea. 

“Given the number of foreign nationals 


with access to our military installations 
via employment, sponsorship and partner¬ 
ship programs, the potential for insider 
threats is always a reality,” the alert said. 
“It is essential for our personnel to report 
all [propaganda] and suspicious individu¬ 
als to the appropriate authorities to help 
mitigate potential threats.” 

Propaganda is used to influence people’s 
attitudes, beliefs and behaviors and those 
distributing it seek to disrupt operations 


and to degrade readiness, the alert added. 

It also warned personnel not to post pro¬ 
paganda on social media and to beware of 
unfamiliar CDs that could contain mal¬ 
ware or viruses. 

USFK advised personnel to report pro¬ 
paganda, people distributing it or suspi¬ 
cious individuals to security forces. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 



Stephen CAMPBELL/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Japan Air Self-Defense Force personnel study an F-35B Lightning II in September at Marine Corps Air 
Station Iwakuni, Japan. 


Japan’s Cabinet OKs $46B defense 
budget in wake of N. Korean threats 


By Hana Kusumoto 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe’s Cabinet 
on Friday approved a record 
$45.8 billion defense budget for 
next fiscal year to help cope with 
growing ballistic missile threats 
from North Korea. 

The budget — expected to pass 
both houses of the Diet — is a 1.3 
percent increase over fiscal year 
2017 and the seventh consecutive 
increase since Abe took office in 
2012, Defense Ministry officials 
said. 

“Japan will build up its defense 
capabilities while focusing on 
the further enhancement of joint 
functions in order to seamlessly 
and dynamically fulfill its de¬ 
fense responsibilities,” the bud¬ 
get proposal says. 

It goes on to explain how the 
government wants to respond to 
intrusions on remote islands, bal¬ 
listic missile attacks and threats 
from outer space and cyberspace. 

North Korea has escalated its 


missile program during the past 
year, test-firing more than 20 
missiles over and around Japan. 
Last month, it launched a power¬ 
ful intercontinental ballistic mis¬ 
sile toward the northern island 
of Hokkaido that experts believe 
is capable of reaching the U.S. 
mainland. 

The budget allocates $1.2 bil¬ 
lion for costs related to missile 
defense, including $6.2 million 
for the land-based Aegis Ashore 
system and $41.5 million for up¬ 
grades to the Japan Aerospace 
Defense Ground Environment, or 
JADGE. 

Japan recently announced 
plans to purchase Aegis Ashore to 
strengthen its ability to intercept 
incoming missiles alongside its 
Aegis-equipped ships and land- 
based Patriot batteries. JADGE 
will be used to respond to missiles 
with lofted trajectories or to any 
attack that is difficult to foresee. 

The budget also includes $19.4 
million for standoff missiles re¬ 
quested after the original pro¬ 


posal was made in August. This 
includes the implementation of 
Joint Strike Missiles to be in¬ 
stalled on advanced F-35A Light¬ 
ning II stealth fighters. Japan is 
scheduled to field a new F-35A 
squadron in Misawa by March 
2018. 

“It will become possible to ex¬ 
ecute various operations more 
effectively and safely by deal¬ 
ing with sea-surface and landing 
units invading into Japan from 
outside the enemy’s search and 
attack ranges without approach¬ 
ing the enemy,” Defense Minister 
Itsunori Onodera told reporters 
earlier this month. 

To respond to China’s expand¬ 
ing naval activities, $813.4 mil¬ 
lion has been allocated to build 
two escort ships along with $614.9 
million for a submarine with im¬ 
proved monitoring capabilities. 

Japan also budgeted $1.74 bil¬ 
lion for hosting U.S. forces in 
Japan and $2 billion to pay for 
U.S. troop realignment. 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 


Air Force picks Ala., 
Wis. Air National Guard 
fields to host F-35As 


Stars and Stripes 

The futures of Air National 
Guard bases in Alabama and Wis¬ 
consin were bolstered Thursday 
by news that they’ll be receiving 
some of America’s most advanced 
multirole stealth fighters. 

Dannelly Field in Montgomery, 
Ala., and Truax Field in Madison, 
Wis., have been chosen as “pre¬ 
ferred locations” to host F-35A 
Lightning II squadrons, an Air 
Force statement said. 

“Selecting Truax Field and 
Dannelly Field will increase Air 
National Guard F-35A units pro¬ 
viding 5th Generation airpower 
around the world,” Secretary of 
the Air Force Heather Wilson 
said in the statement. 

If the sites pass environmental 
analyses, the F-35As — which 
lack the short-takeoff, vertical¬ 
landing capabilities of the F-35B 
used by the Marine Corps — are 
expected to begin arriving at 
Truax in early 2023 and at Dan¬ 
nelly later that year. 


“As F-35As arrive at these loca¬ 
tions, we will use the existing air¬ 
craft at these fields to replace the 
aging F-16s at other Air National 
Guard units,” Wilson added. 

The Air Force will continue 
to fly a mix of fifth- and fourth- 
generation fighters into the 2040s, 
the statement said. The purpose 
is to maintain enough jets to meet 
combatant commander require¬ 
ments, to provide required train¬ 
ing and to allow a reasonable 
deployment tempo for the force. 

The service also considered 
Gowen Field in Idaho, Selfridge 
Air National Guard Base in Mich¬ 
igan and Jacksonville Air Guard 
Station in Florida. 

As with most new platforms, 
the fighter’s development was 
plagued with issues, and at one 
point President Donald Trump 
indicated he might scrap the pro¬ 
gram altogether. 

In November, Congress ap¬ 
proved a $700 billion defense bill 
that provides money for 90 F-35s. 

news@stripes.com 


Trio charged over stolen 
Guard weapons, gear in SC 


By Andrew Dys 

The (Rock Hill, S.C.) Herald 

LANCASTER, S.C. — Federal 
officials have charged three sus¬ 
pects from Lancaster with pos¬ 
session of a grenade launcher, 
machine guns, other weapons 
and military gear that was stolen 
from the Army National Guard 
armory. 

Officials recently seized many 
of the weapons and other mili¬ 
tary gear, including night-vision 
goggles. At least three machine 
guns still are missing, federal of¬ 
ficials said. 

It’s not known who stole the 
weapons and other equipment. 
Federal documents indicate the 
suspects tried to sell the items. 

Brandon Shane Polston, 32; 
Austin Lee Ritter, 23; and Kim¬ 
berly Denise Cannon, 39, all 
of Lancaster, were indicted 
Wednesday in federal court. They 
each are charged with having the 
machine guns and the grenade 
launcher, according to federal 


prosecutors and court documents. 
The three also face weapons and 
receiving-stolen-goods charges 
in Lancaster County based on the 
gun seizure, records show. 

Lancaster police told Lancaster 
National Guard officials that a po¬ 
lice officer saw two machine guns 
during a Nov. 26 traffic stop, ac¬ 
cording to a federal department 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
affidavit. 

After the weapons had been 
seized during the stop, Lancaster 
police went the same day to the 
armory. Policemen found the 
doors and the gun vault unse¬ 
cured, federal officials said in the 
affidavit. A team from the State 
Law Enforcement Division re¬ 
sponded, and found that National 
Guard officials at the armory 
were “unaware of the theft of 
items and the unsecured building 
..the federal affidavit said. 

Lt. Col. Cindi King, a spokes¬ 
person for the S.C. National 
Guard, said the federal investiga¬ 
tion is ongoing. 
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Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Maj. Gen. William F. Mullen III, center, commander of Marine Corps 
Air Ground Combat Center Twentynine Palms, Calif., performs in a 
Marine Corps video. 


Message: Official says general 
understands power of social media 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

senior enlisted leader Sgt. Maj. 
Michael J. Hendges sit down for 
chow with a group of junior Ma¬ 
rines, who scroll through social 
media feeds on their phones as 
they eat and chat. 

The leaders reprise their re¬ 
spective roles, as the thoughtful 
and articulate general and his 
gruff, laconic heavy. These are 
parts the two played to comic ef¬ 
fect in a widely shared video this 
past fall. 

As an instrumental version of 
“The Carol of the Bells” builds 
to a crescendo, the millennial 
Marines become increasing¬ 
ly wrapped up in their digital 
worlds, frustrating the imposing 
and clearly old-school Hendges. 

Like a modern take on Linus 
from the “Charlie Brown Christ¬ 
mas” special, one Marine 
stretches, cracks her knuckles 
and bends her head down over a 
laptop keyboard, her fingers rap¬ 
idly tapping. 

Hendges can take no more and 
orders the Marines to stop, before 
Mullen offers sage advice. 

“Hey Marines ... take time 
over the holidays to disconnect 
from your phones, talk to the peo¬ 
ple around you, especially your 
friends and family,” he says. “The 
most important people are the 
people you’re with, not the people 
on social media.” 

There’s a real-life irony in that 
Mullen knows embracing social 
media helps amplify his com¬ 
mand message. 

“He understands the power of 
social media, yet wanted to get a 
message across to our Marines,” 
Capt. Karen Holliday, director 
of the base’s communications 
strategy and operations, said via 
email. 

The command experienced that 
power in September with a video 
that offered a humorous take on 
the standard safety briefing given 
by many commanders before the 
long Labor Day weekend. At the 
time, Holliday said it “was (a) 
tough sell to senior leadership, but 
they loved the final product.” 

Produced by a lance corporal 
and directed by a Marine veter¬ 
an, the two-minute video reached 
2.5 million viewers, Holliday said 
Friday. Commanders throughout 
the service are turning to digital 
platforms to engage their Ma- 


See Marine Corps leaders’ 
video on social media at: 

stripes.com/go/USMChristmas 


* 


rines, she said. 

“We are extremely lucky in 
the [Marine Corps] in that many 
of our leaders have realized the 
benefit of this type of communi¬ 
cation,” Holliday said. 

And yet the Marine Corps has 
also been burned by the harmful 
power of social media this year. 

In March, Marine veteran and 
investigative reporter Thomas 
Brennan exposed the existence 
of a 30,000-member Facebook 
group called Marines United, 
where active-duty and veteran 
Marines shared nude photos of 
female servicemembers and oth¬ 
ers, made derogatory comments 
about them and threatened some 
of the women. 

Marine Corps Commandant 
Gen. Robert Neller took to You¬ 
Tube in March to respond to the 
scandal, telling Marines to focus 
on training to fight adversaries and 
not “hiding on social media” and 
participating in or allowing online 
activities that disrespect or harm 
their fellow servicemembers. 

In the holiday video, Mullen 
reminds Marines to take care of 
one another, a central theme of 
the Marine Corps’ ethos and its 
motto of “Semper Fidelis,” al¬ 
ways faithful. 

“The sergeant major and I look 
forward to seeing you back in 
the new year, ready to train,” the 
general says. The combat center 
is home to one of the country’s 
largest combined-arms training 
areas. 

The spot posted Thursday, a 
little over a minute long, was pro¬ 
duced under the leadership of 
Sgt. Eric Laclair, with Cpls. Dave 
Flores, Francisco Britoramirez, 
Devin Andrews and Medina 
Ayala-Lo; Lance Cpls. Ashlee 
Conover, Isaac Cantrell and Jer¬ 
emiah Naranjo; and Pfc. Raychel 
Porter. 

For his part, Mullen has pushed 
the Marines to “outdo each other” 
in their efforts to produce posi¬ 
tive, shareable content for the 
base, Holliday said. 

“They are absolutely up to the 
challenge.” 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


Russian submarine activity 
is prompting alarm in NATO 


By Michael Birnbaum 

The Washington Post 

BRUSSELS — Russian submarines have stepped 
up activity dramatically around undersea data ca¬ 
bles in the North Atlantic, part of a more aggressive 
naval posture that has driven NATO to revive a Cold 
War-era command, according to senior military 
officials. 

The apparent Russian focus on the cables, which 
provide Internet and other communications con¬ 
nections to North America and Europe, could give 
the Kremlin the power to sever or tap into vital data 
lines, the officials said. Russian submarine activity 
has increased to levels unseen since the Cold War, 
they said, sparking hunts in recent months for the 
elusive watercraft. 

“We are now seeing Russian underwater activity 
in the vicinity of undersea cables that I don’t believe 
we have ever seen,” said U.S. Navy Adm. Andrew 
Lennon, the commander of NATO’s submarine forc¬ 
es. “Russia is clearly taking an interest in NATO and 
NATO nations’ undersea infrastructure.” 

NATO has responded with plans to re-establish 
a command post, shuttered after the Cold War, to 
help secure the North Atlantic. NATO allies also are 
rushing to boost anti-submarine warfare capabili¬ 
ties and to develop advanced submarine-detecting 
planes. 

Britain’s top military commander also warned 
that Russia could imperil the cables that form the 
backbone of the modern global economy. The pri¬ 
vately owned lines, laid along some of the same cor¬ 
ridors as the first transatlantic telegraph wire in 
1858, carry nearly all of the communications on the 
internet, facilitating trillions of dollars of daily trade. 
If severed, they could snarl the Web. If tapped, they 
could give Russia a valuable picture of the tide of the 
world’s internet traffic. 

“It’s a pattern of activity, and it’s a vulnerability,” 
said British Air Chief Marshal Stuart Peach in an 
interview. 

“Can you imagine a scenario where those cables 
are cut or disrupted, which would immediately and 
potentially catastrophically affect both our econo¬ 
my and other ways of living if they were disrupted?” 
Peach said in a speech in London this month. 

The Russian Defense Ministry did not respond to 
a request for comment about the cables. 

The Russian sea activity comes as the Kremlin 
also has pressed against NATO in the air and on 
land. Russian jets routinely clip NATO airspace in 
the Baltics, and troops drilled near NATO territory 
in September. 

Russia has moved to modernize its once-decrepit 
Soviet-era fleet of submarines, bringing online or 
overhauling 13 craft since 2014. That pace, com¬ 
ing after Russia’s annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula set off a new era of confrontation with the 
West, has spurred NATO efforts to counter them. 
Russia has about 60 full-size submarines, while the 
U.S. has 66. 

Among Russia’s capabilities, Lennon said, are 
deep-sea research vessels, including an old con¬ 
verted ballistic submarine that carries smaller 
submarines. 

“They can do oceanographic research, underwa¬ 
ter intelligence gathering,” he said. “And what we 
have observed is an increased activity of that in the 
vicinity of undersea cables. We know that these aux¬ 
iliary submarines are designed to work on the ocean 
floor, and they’re transported by the mother ship, 
and we believe they may be equipped to manipulate 
objects on the ocean floor.” 

That capability could give Russia the ability to 
sever the cables or to tap into them. The insulated 
fiber-optic cables are fragile, and ships have dam¬ 
aged them accidentally by dragging their anchors 
along the seabed. That damage happens near the 
shore, where it is relatively easy to fix, not in the 
deeper Atlantic, where the cost of mischief could be 
far greater. 

Lennon declined to say whether NATO believes 
Russia actually has touched the cables. Russian mil¬ 


itary leaders have acknowledged that the Kremlin 
is active undersea at levels not seen since the end of 
the Cold War, when Russia was forced to curtail its 
submarine program in the face of economic turmoil 
and disorganization. 

“Last year, we reached the same level as before 
the post-Soviet period, in terms of running hours,” 
said Adm. Vladimir Korolev, the commander of the 
Russian Navy, earlier this year. “This is more than 
3,000 days at sea for the Russian submarine fleet. 
This is an excellent sign.” 

The activity has forced a revival of Western sub¬ 
hunting skills that lay largely dormant since the end 
of the Cold War. Lennon said NATO allies have long 
practiced submarine-hunting. But until the past 
few years, there were few practical needs for close 
tracking, military officials said. 

In recent months, the U.S. Navy has flown sorties 
in the areas where Russia is known to operate its 
submarines, according to aircraft trackers that use 
publicly available transponder data. On Thursday, 
for example, one of the planes shot off from Sigo- 
nella Naval Air Station in Sicily, headed eastward 
into the Mediterranean. It flew the same mission a 

The trackers have 
captured at least 10 
missions carried out by 
U.S. submarine-track¬ 
ing planes this month, 
excluding trips when 
the planes simply ap¬ 
peared to be in transit 
from one base to anoth¬ 
er. November was even 
busier, with at least 17 
missions captured by 
the trackers. 

NATO does not 
comment on specific 
submarine-tracking 
flights and declined to 
release data, citing the 
classified nature of the 
missions. But NATO officials say that their subma¬ 
rine-tracking activities have increased significantly 
in the region. 

Submarines are particularly potent war-fighting 
craft because they can generally only be heard, not 
seen, underwater. They can serve as a retaliatory 
strike force in case of nuclear war, can threaten 
military resupply efforts and can expand the range 
of conventional firepower available for use in lower- 
level conflicts. 

The vessels are a good fit for the Kremlin’s strat¬ 
egy of making do with less than its rivals, analysts 
say. Russia’s foes need vast resources to track a 
single undersea craft, making the submarines’ cost- 
to-mischief ratio attractive. Even as Russia remains 
a vastly weaker military force than NATO, the 
Kremlin has been able to pack an outsize punch in 
its confrontation with the West through the seizure 
of Crimea, support for the Syrian regime and, ac¬ 
cording to U.S. intelligence, its attempts to influence 
the U.S. election. 

“You go off and you try to add expense for any¬ 
thing that we’re doing, or you put things at risk 
that are of value to us, and submarines give them 
the capability to do it,” a senior NATO official said 
of the Russian approach, speaking on the condi¬ 
tion of anonymity to discuss sensitive intelligence 
assessments. 

Russian military planners can say, “I can build 
fewer of them, I can have better quality, and I can 
put at risk and challenge and make it difficult for 
NATO,” the official said. 

Still, some analysts say the threat to cables may 
be overblown. 

“Arguably, the Russians wouldn’t be doing their 
jobs if they couldn’t threaten underwater cables. 
Certainly, NATO allies would not be doing theirs if 
they were unable to counter that,” said Adam Thom¬ 
son, a former British ambassador to NATO. 


Analysts say 
Russia’s foes 
need vast 
resources to 
track a single 
undersea craft, 
making the 
subs’ cost-to- 
mischief ratio 
attractive. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Syria's tangled map signals conflict ahead 



Residents walk through rubble with damaged electricity lines at the mountain resort town of Zabadani 
in the Damascus countryside, Syria, on May 18. Nearly seven years into the conflict, the war in Syria 
seems on one level to be winding down. 



Mikhail Klimentyev, Sputnik/AP 


Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Syrian President Bashar 
Assad watch troops marching at the Hemeimeem air base in Syria 
on Dec. 11. 


By Zeina Karam 

Associated. Press 

BEIRUT — At a news confer¬ 
ence announcing the end of yet 
another fruitless round of peace 
talks in Geneva this month, the 
U.N. envoy for Syria held up a 
color-coded map showing the di¬ 
visions of territorial control in the 
war-torn country. 

The multi-colored image dis¬ 
played by a frustrated Staffan de 
Mistura is what Syria looks like 
today: a collage of mostly rav¬ 
aged enclaves controlled by an 
assorted mix of local and foreign 
powers, each with a stake in the 
country’s ongoing civil war. 

Nearly seven years into the 
conflict, the war seems on one 
level to be winding down, largely 
because of Russia-backed govern¬ 
ment victories and local cease¬ 
fires aimed at freezing the lines 
of conflict. 

Underscoring this perception 
is the fact that President Bashar 
Assad — however battered and 
bruised — has survived the con¬ 
flict, sitting more comfortably 
now than at any time since the 
rebellion against his rule erupted 
in March 2011. The fight against 
Islamic State, which at one point 
controlled a third of the country, 
is almost over, with both Russia 
and the United States declaring 
victory in their mission to defeat 
the extremist group. 

Yet the country is still a tangled 
mess, with violent conflict likely 
to continue for the foreseeable 
future. Despite stepped-up diplo¬ 
matic efforts, the parties are no 
closer to reaching a peace settle¬ 
ment than they were in 2012, 
when the first round of peace 
talks was held in Switzerland. 

Assad will not voluntarily step 
aside and will likely stay on at 
least until 2021, when his current 
second presidential term ends. 
The opposition—down but not out 

— has not completely abandoned 
its goal of toppling him militarily. 
Fierce fighting continues in some 
areas, and a humanitarian catas¬ 
trophe unfolds in a government- 
besieged area a short drive away 
from the capital of Damascus. 

It may have shifted to a more 
stable and less violent phase, but 
the Syrian conflict is likely to 
bleed through 2018 and poten¬ 
tially longer, as prospects for new 
conflicts loom large. 

Military limitations 

Thanks to Russia’s military 
intervention, Syrian government 
forces have retaken large swaths 
of rebel and ISIS-held areas, in¬ 
cluding main cities such as Homs, 
Aleppo and, most recently, Deir 
el-Zour. This month, they entered 
the rebel-held province of Idlib in 
northern Syria for the first time 
in years. 

Toppling Assad militarily — a 
prospect that appeared within 
reach less than two years ago 

— now seems to have been ruled 
out, and even his most vocal op¬ 
ponents have moved away from 
their goal of ousting him. 

But there are limitations to the 


Syrian army’s military conquests 
and, despite the assistance from 
allies Iran and Russia, Assad is 
unlikely to achieve lasting control 
over the entire country. In fact, 
nearly half of Syria’s territory 
remains outside his control and 
major bloodshed still lies ahead if 
he moves to seize those areas, in¬ 
cluding the sprawling rebel-held 
Eastern Ghouta region near the 
capital and the northern province 
of Idlib, where al-Qaida-linked 
militants dominate. 

Syrian Kurds in the north have 
also carved up a huge semi-au¬ 
tonomous enclave for themselves, 
estimated at nearly a quarter 
of the country. Assad will likely 
seek to reassert his presence 


there at some point. Last week, 
he called the Kurds “traitors” 
for working with a foreign coun¬ 
try. A Kurdish-dominated group 
known as the Syrian Democratic 
Forces, backed by U.S. air power 
and ground support, cleared 
large areas from ISIS in northern 
Syria, including the city of Raqqa 
which the extremist group had 
turned into its de facto capital. 

Another potential flashpoint is 
the U.S. presence in Syria. Even 
though the fight against ISIS has 
almost concluded, the U.S. has 
signaled it will keep troops in 
Syria until an overall peace set¬ 
tlement is reached. 
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Hassan Ammar/AP 


Sovereignty lost 

During Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s brief visit to a 
Russian air base in Syria where 
he met Assad earlier this month, 
a video that surfaced on the inter¬ 
net caught the moment a Russian 
general grabbed Assad by the 
arm, holding him back to allow 
Putin to walk ahead. 

It may have been a friendly 
maneuver, but for many Syria 
observers, the video was an apt 
reflection of just how much Assad 
owed Putin and how much sover¬ 
eignty Assad has had to give up to 
stay in power. 

Putin’s victory lap in Syria also 
demonstrated his status as the 
real victor who calls the shots 
when it comes to Syria. 

The Russian leader now mo¬ 
nopolizes the military as well as 
the political track, having suc¬ 
cessfully diverted the focus away 
from U.N.-led peace talks in Ge¬ 
neva to Russia-led negotiations in 
Astana, Kazakhstan, where four 
so-called de-confliction zones in 
Syria have been demarcated in 
the past year, and also the Rus¬ 
sian Black Sea resort of Sochi, 
were a troika summit of Russian, 
Turkish and Iranian leaders was 
recently held. 

While Assad has vowed to re¬ 
gain every inch of the country, he 
is seen as completely dependent 
on both Russia and Iran, which 
has also shored up his rule with 
thousands of Tehran-sponsored 
Shiite militias, including Leb¬ 
anon’s Hezbollah, now spread 
across much of the country. 


Pyrrhic victory 

Assad may be keeping his 
seat, but the devastation he pre¬ 
sides over is beyond belief or 
estimation. 

His battlefield triumphs have 
come at so great a cost that it will 
be extremely difficult, if not im¬ 
possible, to reinstate legitimate 
state authority over recaptured 
areas, particularly with no re¬ 
sources to rebuild what has been 
destroyed. 

A mammoth reconstruction ef¬ 
fort is needed to rebuild cities, in¬ 
cluding Homs, Aleppo and Raqqa, 
which have been destroyed, as 
well as scores of towns and vil¬ 
lages that may need to be razed 
to the ground before they can rise 
up again. The country’s medical 
and health infrastructure has 
been decimated and the economy 
is in shambles. 

But as long as Assad is in power, 
the West is unlikely to fund Syr¬ 
ia’s reconstruction. 

Rula Jebreal, professor of com¬ 
munication at the University of 
Miami, said Assad has fallen far 
short of achieving lasting control 
over the country and predicted 
the insurgency will continue until 
Syrians are granted freedom, po¬ 
litical participation and social 
justice. 

“Assad has won the strategic 
war. Yet his victory may be pyr- 
rhic in that nothing about the cur¬ 
rent situation ensures stability 
or peace,” she added in a recent 
analysis posted by Carnegie Mid¬ 
dle East Center’s Diwan blog. 
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Prosecutor: 


'No doubt' gunman targeted officers 



Mark Pynes, PennLive.com/AP 

Harrisburg, Pa., police block off sections of the street after a shooting Friday. One police officer was wounded but is recovering. 


* He fired several shots at a Capitol police officer and at 
a Pennsylvania state police trooper in marked vehicles, f 

Ed Marsico 

Dauphin County, Pa., district attorney 


Associated Press 

HARRISBURG, Pa. — There’s “no 
doubt” a gunman who fired at police 
in several locations in the state capital, 
wounding one of them before they shot and 
killed him, was targeting police officers, a 
prosecutor said. 

Ahmed Aminamin El-Mofty fired at a 
Harrisburg police officer Friday after¬ 
noon and later at a state trooper, wounding 
her before pursuing her, Dauphin County 
District Attorney Ed Marsico said. 

“He fired several shots at a Capitol police 
officer and at a Pennsylvania state police 
trooper in marked vehicles,” Marsico told 
reporters, flanked by state police, capitol 
police and FBI officials. 

The gunfire began shortly after 4 p.m. 
Friday, when the man fired several shots 
at a state capitol officer in downtown Har¬ 
risburg, striking his car several times and 
sending one shot “that went very close to 
hitting him,” Marsico said. About 20 or 30 
minutes later, he fired several shots at the 
state trooper, striking her with one of those 
shots. 

The trooper is “doing well,” is in good 
condition and is expected to make a full 
recovery, Marsico said. 

El-Mofty pursued the trooper to a resi¬ 
dential neighborhood, where city and state 
police encountered him. 

“He approached them with two hand¬ 
guns ... firing many shots at those police 
officers,” and the officers returned fire, 
killing him, Marsico said. 

El-Mofty had ties to the Middle East and 
recently traveled there, but the motive for 
the attack was unknown, Marsico said. 

Marsico asked for information from the 
public about the man, who also had ties to 
the city and its western suburbs across the 
Susquehanna River. He declined to com¬ 
ment on whether the man was known to 
police. 

A relative, Ahmed Soweilam, told Penn- 
Live.com that he and his family don’t know 
what to make of the reported actions by El- 
Mofty, his sister’s ex-husband. 

“That’s not his behavior at all,” said So¬ 
weilam, co-owner of a Halal store in Camp 
Hill. “That’s not him. I still don’t believe 
it.” Soweilam said the family had been es¬ 
tranged from El-Mofty, who had been mar¬ 
ried to his sister until they separated about 
six years ago. He said El-Mofty worked as 
a security guard and then moved back to 


Egypt, his former home, until returning a 
few months ago. He said El-Mofty had no 
history of violence or mental illness. 

“He’s not the perfect guy, but he’s not an 
aggressive person,” Soweilam said. 

Department of Homeland Security act¬ 
ing press secretary Tyler Q. Houlton said 
Saturday that El-Mofty was a naturalized 
U.S. citizen who was admitted to the coun¬ 
try from Egypt on a family-based immi¬ 
grant visa. 

“The long chain of migration that led 
to (El-Mofty’s) admission into the United 
States was initiated years ago by a distant 
relative,” he said in a statement. 

Houlton said incidents like the one in¬ 
volving El-Mofty “highlight the Trump 


administration’s concerns with extended 
family chain migration.” He said chain mi¬ 
gration and the diversity visa lottery pro¬ 
gram have been exploited by extremists. 

“Not only are the programs less effective 
at driving economic growth than merit- 
based immigration systems used by nearly 
all other countries, the programs make it 


more difficult to keep dangerous people out 
of the United States and to protect the safety 
of every American,” he said. 

Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf said Satur¬ 
day he had talked to the director of Home¬ 
land Security as federal, state and local law 
enforcement authorities investigate “last 
night’s attack on law enforcement.” 


Police: Ohio postal worker facing dismissal kills 2 bosses 


Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — A dis¬ 
gruntled mail carrier facing dis¬ 
missal has been charged with 
aggravated murder for fatally 
shooting his supervisor at a sub¬ 
urban Ohio post office and with 
murder for killing a postmaster 
outside her apartment complex. 


DeShaune Stewart, 24, of Co¬ 
lumbus, was naked during both 
slayings Saturday morning inside 
the Dublin post office and at an 
apartment complex in nearby Co¬ 
lumbus, police said. 

Stewart is charged with killing 
Lance Dempsey, 52, at the post of¬ 
fice just before 4:30 a.m. Stewart 
had been scheduled to walk his 


mail route on Saturday, Columbus 
homicide Sgt. David Sicilian said. 

Columbus police dispatchers 
received a 911 call about 7:15 a.m. 
about a man with a gun chasing 
a woman outside the apartment 
complex, about 4 miles from the 
post office. Patrol officers arrested 
Stewart and recovered a handgun 
after he tried to run away. 


The body of the postmaster, 
Ginger Ballard, 53, was found 
lying between two vehicles. A po¬ 
lice affidavit filed with the mur¬ 
der charge in Franklin County 
Municipal Court said Ballard died 
instantly of blunt-force trauma to 
the head after being thrown to the 
ground, The Columbus Dispatch 
reported. 


Police earlier described Bal¬ 
lard as a postal inspector. The 
Dispatch has reported that docu¬ 
ments found online refer to her as 
the Dublin postmaster. 

Sicilian described the slaying to 
reporters as “workplace violence” 
involving a suspect who retaliated 
against two people involved in his 
pending dismissal. 


President’s 11-nation refugee ban partially blocked by district judge 


By Kartikay Mehrotra 

Bloomberg News 

SAN FRANCISCO — President 
Donald Trump’s 11-nation refu¬ 
gee ban was partially blocked by a 
judge who found that it violated fed¬ 
eral rule-making requirements. 

U.S. District Judge James Ro- 
bart in Seattle, who issued one 
of the earliest orders halting the 


president’s January travel ban, 
said in a ruling Saturday that the 
Trump administration can contin¬ 
ue to deny entry to refugees who 
don’t have ties to relatives or insti¬ 
tutions in the U.S. 

A worldwide suspension of refu¬ 
gee admissions was included in 
earlier versions of the president’s 
executive orders that were blocked 


by judges until the Supreme Court 
ruled in June that the restrictions 
could be enforced for immigrants 
lacking “bona fide relationships” 
to the U.S. 

The refugee ban — which cov¬ 
ers Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Libya, Mali, 
Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Yemen, 
South Sudan and North Korea 
— is now a separate directive 


from the restrictions on travelers. 
Robart’s ruling comes a day after 
a San Francisco-based appeals 
court concluded that the restric¬ 
tions on travelers from six mostly 
Muslim nations amounts to illegal 
discrimination. 

The Justice Department has ar¬ 
gued that the refugee ban is only 
temporary and applies to nations 


that fail to adequately screen peo¬ 
ple to ensure they pose no security 
risk to the U.S. 

The judge said at a Thursday 
hearing that he couldn’t take it 
on faith that the government’s in¬ 
tention is not to make the policy 
indefinite “when there just aren’t 
any assurances” that it won’t re¬ 
main in place forever. 
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In the heart of Trump 
Country, his base’s 
faith is unshaken 



Former Republican Arizona state Sen. Kelli Ward smiles as she is greeted by supporters at a campaign 
fundraiser in October in Scottsdale, Ariz. Some Republican Party leaders warn that conservative 
candidates with problematic track records will lead the GOP to lose seats in 2018. 

GOP fighting for its voters 
to stop the next Roy Moore 


By Claire Galofaro 

Associated Press 

SANDY HOOK, Ky. — For 
the first time in its 147-year his¬ 
tory, Elliott County, Ky., aban¬ 
doned its Democratic roots to 
help send Donald Trump to the 
White House. Almost a year into 
his presidency, despite dismal ap¬ 
proval ratings and few legislative 
achievements, Trump remains 
profoundly popular here in these 
mountains, a region so badly bat¬ 
tered by the collapse of the coal 
industry it became the symbolic 
heart of Trump’s white working- 
class base. 

Here are voices of voters who 
helped put him into office: 

'He has to prove 
he’s real’ 

Dale Ferguson wanders the 
aisles of his store, a 9 mm gun 
loaded with hollow-point bullets 
tucked into the back of his cam¬ 
ouflage cargo pants, just in case. 
He sells just about everything 
here: fresh meat, banjos, fishing 
poles, guns, selfie sticks. 

“This is like Walmart,” he said, 
“except way smaller and poorer.” 

For four generations his fam¬ 
ily has owned Ferguson’s Mar¬ 
ket and Hardware in Isonville, 
Ky. The business hasn’t changed 
much, and neither has Ferguson. 
He has three priorities in life and 
in politics, in this order: God, 
guns, family. Like it used to be, he 
said. And now he sees himself re¬ 
flected in America’s pugnacious 
president. 

“I tell it like it is,” he said. “I 
don’t have many friends because 
I’m not politically correct.” 

He studied Trump’s ascent for 
years, and he always pulled for 
him to run for the White House. 
So far, he gives him two thumbs 
up, mostly for fighting the culture 
wars. He doesn’t mind his Twit¬ 
ter battles with foreign leaders, 
celebrities and senators, and he 
dismisses everybody up in arms 
over Trump not being “presiden¬ 
tial.” That’s what he liked about 
him in the first place. 

Still, Ferguson doesn’t consider 
himself among Trump’s base of 
supporters who will follow him 
no matter what. The president 
must make good on his promises, 
he said, and that list is long: He 
has to build the wall, bring back 
coal, finish tax reform, repeal the 
health care law. 

“He has to prove he’s real.” 

'They’re really out 
to crucify him’ 

Dwight Whitley has never met 
Rush Limbaugh. But he spends 
so much time behind the wheel of 
his truck listening to Limbaugh’s 
radio talk show, it almost feels to 
him like they’re friends. 

He doesn’t trust much other 
media. He turns on Fox News in 
the morning, but sometimes even 
that seems too liberal. He believes 
the news media is in cahoots with 
the Democratic Party, and if they 
had their way, he thinks they’d 


try to control society and round 
up everyone’s guns. 

“Oh, don’t shake your head at 
me, Flo,” he said to his wife. 

“I’m just trying real hard to 
keep my mouth shut,” she said. 

“I’m more fanatical,” he 
confessed. 

“He’s a bit more radical,” she 
agreed. “But we have similar 
views.” 

Whitley was, like most people 
here, a registered Democrat for 
48 years, until President Barack 
Obama was elected and he got 
fed up with the party, which he 
said is for “abortionists and gun- 
grabbers for gay rights.” 

When his wife, still a regis¬ 
tered Democrat and the editor 
of the local weekly newspaper, 
first heard that Trump was run¬ 
ning for president, she laughed; 
she actually thought it was a joke. 
But eventually she came around 
to him. 

“Trump is working hard and 
doing some really good things,” 
Whitley said, sitting in a rocking 
chair, an antique shotgun above 
the mantle behind him with a 
Confederate flag sticking out of 
the barrel. Whitley said he likes 
Trump’s tough talk, his stance 
on guns and immigration and 
religion. 

He’s seen more coal trucks on 
the roads, and that gives him hope 
that the blue-collar economy is 
improving like Trump promised 
it would. “Congress is not help¬ 
ing, and the news media, they’re 
really out to crucify him. If it was 
up to them, he would be in the 
electric chair.” 

'There’s our man’ 

Angela Whitley’s 5-year-old 
son salutes the television when he 
sees Trump. He has his own red 
“Make America Great Again” cap 
he likes to wear, and he mimics 
Trump’s signature thumbs-up. 

He picked up his love for 
Trump from his dad, whose death 
in a car accident at 32 shook the 
Sandy Hook community. His pic¬ 
tures line the walls of the Frosty 
Freeze, along with a framed trib¬ 
ute from the Kentucky House of 
Representatives. 

Courtney Pennington didn’t get 
a chance to vote for Trump. He’d 
been a lifelong Democrat — until 
he and his best friend, Steven 
Whitt, watched one of the first 
Republican primary debates of 
the 2016 election. 

“They would one-line him and 
he would one-line them right 
back. Courtney said, ‘There’s our 
man,”’ Whitt remembered. 

Angela, also a lifelong Demo¬ 
crat, is a Trump supporter, too. 
At 32, she has four kids and she 
works. She doesn’t have a lot of 
time to watch the news and she 
prefers not to, anyway. She doesn’t 
think a year is enough time for 
Trump to have made much of a 
difference, and she’s willing to 
wait for results. 

“He’s straightforward. He’s 
different,” she said. “I don’t know. 
He has that attitude about him. I 
like it.” 


By Nicholas Riccardi 
and Scott Sonner 

Associated Press 

RENO, Nev. — Republicans 
who hope their Senate disaster in 
Alabama will scare voters away 
from other outsider, long-shot 
conservatives should spend some 
time with Michele Evans. 

More than 2,000 miles from the 
scene of Republican Roy Moore’s 
stunning defeat, the Nevada Re¬ 
publican doesn’t see a connection 
between Moore and her preferred 
Senate candidate, Danny Tar- 
kanian, who is trying to unseat 
incumbent Dean Heller after sev¬ 
eral failed election attempts. 

Evans isn’t swayed by the ar¬ 
guments from Republican Party 
leaders, who warn that conserva¬ 
tive candidates with problematic 
track records like Tarkanian or 
Arizona state Sen. Kelli Ward 
can’t win general election battles 
and will lead the GOP to lose 
seats in 2018. 

“We risk losing more with 
Heller,” said Evans, 51, the vice 
president of Active Republican 
Women of Las Vegas. 

The clash between GOP lead¬ 
ers and voters who, like Evans, 
feel betrayed by them will come 
into sharp relief in a series of Re¬ 
publican primaries in early 2018. 
The outcomes will help determine 
Democrats’ prospects for tak¬ 
ing back control of the Senate in 
a year that was supposed to be a 
disaster for the party. Democrats 
have to defend 10 seats in states 
Trump won, but are increasingly 
hopeful they can do that and flip 
two GOP-held seats to win the 
chamber. 


Moore’s defeat in ruby-red Ala¬ 
bama has given Democrats some 
hope of making up ground in typi¬ 
cally unfriendly territory. While 
Moore was an exceptionally bad 
candidate — he faced allegations 
of sexual misconduct with teens 
as young as 14 when he was in his 
30s, made repeated homophobic 
statements and expressed nostal¬ 
gia for the era of slavery — other 
GOP primary challengers have 
baggage of their own. 

Ward, who lost a primary chal¬ 
lenge to Sen. John McCain in 
2016, has appeared on Infowars, 
a right-wing radio show that traf¬ 
fics in conspiracy theories, and 
held a hearing about the theory 
that exhaust trails from jets may 
be poisoning people, leading op¬ 
ponents to dub her “Chemtrail 
Kelli.” Chris McDaniel nar¬ 
rowly lost a primary challenge to 
Mississippi’s Sen. Thad Cochran 
in 2014 and also has a history of 
controversial statements on slav¬ 
ery and immigration. 

Like Moore, Ward, McDaniel 
and Tarkanian have the backing of 
Steve Bannon, the former Trump 
White House adviser who’s vowed 
to wage political war against Sen¬ 
ate Majority Leader Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell by backing challengers 
to some incumbents. McConnell’s 
allies have sought to send a mes¬ 
sage that candidates who align 
with Bannon will pay the price. 
They’re hoping that sinks in not 
just with voters, but with donors 
whom insurgents would need to 
fund their challenges. 

“Steve Bannon is toxic, and we 
saw that in Alabama,” said Chris 
Pack, a spokesman for Senate 
Leadership Fund, a super PAC 


supporting McConnell’s candi¬ 
dates. “Candidates that are drawn 
into Bannon’s universe will now 
have to answer for Bannon’s bag¬ 
gage, like supporting an accused 
child molester.” 

Andrew Surabian, a senior 
adviser to the pro-Trump Great 
America Alliance super PAC and 
a Bannon ally, noted that Bannon 
is supporting long-established 
elected officials in states like 
Montana and West Virginia. He 
also doubted the Alabama loss 
would move Republican voters. 

“The only people it carries 
weight with are people inside the 
beltway,” Surabian said. 

Indeed, there are signs GOP 
primary voters aren’t interested 
in establishment warnings. 

Richard Jones, a retired engi¬ 
neer active in Republican poli¬ 
tics in the Las Vegas suburb of 
Summerlin, prefers Tarkanian to 
Heller, whom he described as a 
“RINO,” or Republican in Name 
Only. Referring to Tarkanian’s 
previous losses, Jones said, “If 
the only rap is he’s tried and tried 
and tried, that’s not that negative, 
from my point of view.” 

Tarkanian is trying to turn 
GOP voters’ distrust of Washing¬ 
ton, and McConnell in particular, 
into an asset. 

“Mitch McConnell’s argument 
is we need to support a guy like 
Dean Heller, who will do what’s 
politically expedient for himself 
over what’s best for our country 
because he has a better chance 
of being elected than I do,” Tar¬ 
kanian said in an interview at 
Mimi’s Cafe in south Reno. “I 
think that is why people are sick 
and tired of politicians.” 
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Trump attacks FBI deputy director via Twitter 


By Darlene Superville 

Associated. Press 

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. 
— President Donald Trump again 
questioned the impartiality of FBI 
Deputy Director Andrew McCabe, 
who is planning to retire from the 
bureau in the months ahead after 
being buffeted by attacks over the 
agency’s alleged anti-Trump bias. 

In a tweet Saturday, the presi¬ 
dent wrote: “How can FBI Deputy 
Director Andrew McCabe, the 
man in charge, along with leakin’ 
James Comey, of the Phony Hill¬ 
ary Clinton investigation (includ¬ 
ing her 33,000 illegally deleted 
emails) be given $700,000 for 
wife’s campaign by Clinton Pup¬ 
pets during investigation?” 

McCabe spent hours behind 
closed doors on Capitol Hill last 


week being grilled by lawmakers 
on two separate committees as 
part of a new investigation of the 
FBI and its 2016 inquiry into Clin¬ 
ton’s email 
practices 
when she 
was secre¬ 
tary of state. 
His role su¬ 
pervising the 
email inves¬ 
tigation has 
come under 
renewed 
scrutiny. 

McCabe McCabe’s 

wife, Jill, re¬ 
ceived $700,000 in donations from 
Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s 
political action committee and 
the Virginia Democratic Party for 
a state Senate race in 2015. The 


money was donated before Mc¬ 
Cabe was promoted to deputy di¬ 
rector and assumed a supervisory 
role in the Clinton email investiga¬ 
tion. McAuliffe is a longtime sup¬ 
porter of Clinton and her husband, 
former President Bill Clinton. 

McCabe became acting FBI di¬ 
rector in May after Trump fired 
Comey, who was overseeing the 
bureau’s investigation into Rus¬ 
sian interference in the 2016 presi¬ 
dential election. Trump maintains 
there was no collusion between 
his campaign and the Russian 
government and has blasted the 
investigation as a “witch hunt.” 

From his South Florida home, 
where he is spending the holidays, 
Trump also tweeted that McCabe 
“is racing the clock to retire with 
full benefits. 90 days to go?!!!” 

McCabe plans to retire in about 


90 days, when he becomes fully 
eligible for pension benefits, The 
Washington Post reported Satur¬ 
day, citing people familiar with the 
situation. Trump and his Republi¬ 
can allies have made it clear that 
they want McCabe out of the FBI. 
But McCabe is a civil service em¬ 
ployee who cannot be fired with¬ 
out clear evidence of wrongdoing. 

Trump originally tweeted 
about McCabe’s wife’s campaign 
in July, inaccurately describing 
the campaign donation as com¬ 
ing from Clinton: “Problem is that 
the acting head of the FBI & the 
person in charge of the Hillary in¬ 
vestigation, Andrew McCabe, got 
$700,000 from H for wife!” 

In a second tweet that month, 
the president asked “why didn’t 
A.G. Sessions replace Acting 
FBI Director Andrew McCabe, a 


Comey friend who was in charge 
of Clinton investigation,” referring 
to Attorney General Jeff Sessions. 

Republicans claim an anti- 
Trump bias exists at the FBI, 
citing the campaign donations to 
McCabe’s wife and, more recent¬ 
ly, the release of hundreds of text 
messages between FBI counterin¬ 
telligence agent Peter Strzok and 
FBI lawyer Lisa Page. Strzok and 
Page used words like “idiot” and 
“loathsome human” to describe 
Trump during the campaign. 

Strzok was removed from the 
team of Special Counsel Robert 
Mueller, who is leading the Rus¬ 
sia investigation, over the summer 
after the text messages surfaced. 

Democrats accuse the GOP of 
diversionary tactics and say their 
criticism could embolden Trump 
to take steps to fire Mueller. 



What the Russia investigation has definitively uncovered so far 


By Amber Phillips 

The Washington Post 

To review everything we’ve 
learned about Russia this year, 
let’s rewind to May. That was a 
big month for President Donald 
Trump, who fired his FBI direc¬ 
tor because he thought “this Rus¬ 
sia thing with Trump and Russia 
is a made-up story.” 

His own administration didn’t 
see it that way. A few weeks later, 

amaivcic the Na 2 at the 
ANALYSIS Justice De- 

partment, Rod 
Rosenstein, ap¬ 
pointed a special counsel to ramp 
up the FBI’s existing investiga¬ 
tion into “this Russia thing.” 

Special counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler’s mission: Look into how Russia 
meddled in the 2016 presidential 
election, whether it colluded with 
Trump’s campaign, and investi¬ 
gate anything else he sees fit to 
investigate. 

Congress launched its own 
parallel investigations into Rus¬ 
sian interference, and lawmak¬ 
ers haven’t ruled out collusion 
between Russia and the Trump 
campaign. Meanwhile, journal¬ 
ists have been revealing connec¬ 
tions between the campaign and 
Russia on a sometimes near-daily 
basis. 

So what have all these ongoing 
Russia investigations found so 
far? 

A lot, but at the same time, no 
one big thing we can point to that 
indicates a sure direction of the 
investigation. “What we can take 
away is we are in the midst of a 
major investigation with foreign 
policy ramifications,” said Jef¬ 
frey Jacobovitz, a white-collar 
lawyer who has defended Clinton 
administration officials. 

Here are all the things we know 
about the Russia investigation to 
date, ranked in order of their per¬ 
ceived magnitude: 

■ Two Trump officials plead¬ 
ed guilty to lying to the FBI about 
their connections and conversa¬ 
tions with Russians. 

Trump campaign aide George 
Papadopoulos pleaded guilty to 


lying about his attempts to con¬ 
nect the campaign and Russia; 
top campaign officials knew he 
was reaching out to Russia. 

And, the biggie: Former na¬ 
tional security adviser Michael 
Flynn admitted he lied to the FBI 
about the nature of his conversa¬ 
tions during the transition with 
the Russian ambassador to the 
United States. 

Now Flynn is cooperating with 
the special counsel. 

■ Former Trump campaign 
chairman Paul Manafort and his 
deputy, Rick Gates, were also in¬ 
dicted in Mueller’s investigation. 
They pleaded not guilty to charges 
related to money laundering and 
making false statements related 
to their past work advising a pro- 
Russia political party in Ukraine. 

■ The special counsel is looking 
into the president himself, specifi¬ 
cally whether Trump obstructed 
justice by abruptly firing former 
FBI Director James Comey. 

■ Trump’s lawyer said the 
president knew Flynn had prob¬ 
ably given the FBI inaccurate 
information about his conversa¬ 
tions with the Russian ambassa¬ 
dor. Trump found this out a few 
weeks before Comey claims the 
president asked him to go easy on 
Flynn. 

■ Comey all but accused the 
president of obstructing justice. 
He testified under oath to Con¬ 
gress that he believes Trump 
fired him because of the Russia 
investigation. 

■ Emails revealed Donald 
Trump Jr., Jared Kushner and 
Manafort met with a Kremlin- 
connected lawyer in Trump Tower 
in New York during the campaign 
on the premise that she had dirt 
on Hillary Clinton as “part of 
Russia and its government’s sup¬ 
port for Mr. Trump.” Legal ex¬ 
perts said this likely crossed the 
legal line on collusion. 

■ When that meeting became 
public knowledge in 2017, Trump 
dictated his son’s misleading 
statement on what it was about, 
telling him to say it was primar¬ 
ily to discuss policies on Russian 
adoptions. It’s still not clear if the 


president knew about the meet¬ 
ing when it happened. 

■ Various members of the 
Trump campaign and adminis¬ 
tration have repeatedly not been 
forthcoming about their Russia 
connections. Two high-profile 
examples: Kushner didn’t include 
his meetings with Russians on his 
security clearance form, and At¬ 
torney General Jeff Sessions had 
to retestify to Congress that he 
did have conversations with Rus¬ 
sian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak 
during the campaign despite in¬ 
dicating under oath he hadn’t. 


■ During the transition, Kush¬ 
ner suggested establishing secure 
communication lines between 
Trump officials and the Kremlin 
via Russian diplomatic facilities. 
That’s according to the Russian 
ambassador, who relayed this re¬ 
quest to his bosses in Moscow. 

■ Mueller has interviewed two 
dozen current and former Trump 
aides, including Kushner, former 
chief of staff Reince Priebus, for¬ 
mer press secretary Sean Spicer 
and current communications di¬ 
rector Hope Hicks. 

■ Trump Jr. exchanged pri¬ 


vate messages with WikiLeaks 
during the campaign at the same 
time the website was publishing 
hacked emails of Democratic 
National Committee staffers and 
Clinton campaign chairman John 
Podesta. 

■ The Russians extensively 
used Facebook and Twitter to in¬ 
terfere with the election. 

Here’s one big thing we don’t 
know: whether any of this impli¬ 
cates the president or his cam¬ 
paign. It might. Or it might not. 
And we may never uncover a 
smoking gun, legal experts say. 
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Is the Grinch a snake? 


Scientists explain the character’s rapidly growing heart, special features of other holiday players 




By Susan Svrluga 
The Washington Post 

I t was the first time in his career fixing hearts at 
Johns Hopkins Medicine in Baltimore that David 
Kass had been asked to diagnose a condition like 
this: a heart two sizes too small suddenly grows 
three sizes in one day. 

For the residents of Whoville, yes, the transfor- ^ 
mation was wondrous. But when asked to be the 
Grinch’s cardiologist, Kass considered what 
medical conditions might have caused such a 
change. Never before had he been asked to 
diagnose a storybook character — but then 
again, how many storybook characters have 
cardiac issues? 

“Horton has hearing problems,” he noted, 
but you would need an ear, nose and throat 
specialist for that. 

It’s Christmastime. And so, researchers 
at Johns Hopkins, Georgetown University 
in Washington and other learned places are 
bringing their expertise to some of the holi- ’ 
day’s classic tales. 

Georgetown professors answered questions 
such as: Does Santa use big data to find the perfect 
gift for every child? Why doesn’t Claus age? 

And they even wondered — Grinch-like — whether 
there might be some toy-licensing violations going on in 
Santa’s workshop. 

Rudolph 

Steve Farber, principal investigator at the Carnegie In¬ 
stitution for Science in Washington and a Johns Hopkins 
biology professor, took on another question: Why did Ru¬ 
dolph have a very shiny nose? 

He knew there are creatures that light up naturally, 
such as sea anemones and coral that glow a brilliant red. 
His team routinely inserts fluorescent jellyfish-like pro¬ 
teins into the zebrafish he works with to make the fish 
glow to study cardiovascular disease. His theory would 
take a sort of one-in-a-million chance, but it goes some¬ 
thing like this: 

Say one of the reindeer is pregnant and feeling lousy 
while Santa’s sleigh is soaring over the Holy Land. She 
passes out, and despite Santa Claus’ desperate efforts to 
maneuver, the sleigh crashes into the Red Sea. The rein¬ 
deer gets cut on some coral that has a protein in it that, if 
you ever saw it, you would even say it glows. 

“The question is, how would you get that DNA into 
Rudolph’s DNA?” Farber asked, from the pregnant rein¬ 
deer’s blood to the egg cell that 
will one day be baby Rudolph? 
“There are particles 
related to 
viruses 
called 
mobile 
genetic 
elements 
that have 
the ability to 
cut genomes and in¬ 
sert sequences into the DNA.” 

But why would just the nose light 
up? If some DNA from the coral got into 
a protein that’s only in the nose — such as a 
smell receptor — that could explain it. 

Still, while it would be easy to inject the DNA into an 
egg cell in a lab, it’s a little hard to imagine that transfer 
happening in nature. 

Harder than imagining a jolly fat man flying a sleigh 
around the world in one night? For some, yes. 


Avoid eating 
something where 
someone would look 
at it and not be able 
to figure out how you 
ate it all. It’s probably 
generally decent advice, 
whether you’re a snake 
or not . f 

David Kass 

Johns Hopkins Medicine 


Scrooge 

At Johns Hopkins, they called on a theoretical particle 
physicist to explain the ghosts who bring Scrooge into 
his past and his future in Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas 
Carol.” 

Moving forward in time is 
easy, said physicist Ibrahi- 
^ ma Bah, an assistant pro¬ 
fessor at Hopkins: Just 
start moving close to 
the speed of light. 
k “In principle, 
physics allows you 
to go forward in 
time compared to 
another person,” 
he said, drawing 
on Albert Ein¬ 
stein’s theory of 
special relativity. 
If one person (say, 
a ghost) is moving 
fast compared with 
someone else, his clock 
W will tick slower; 10 years 
in the ghost’s reference 
frame could be 30 for the per¬ 
son holding still. 

“But we don’t know how to move back in time,” said 
Bah, whose name is inescapably Scroogian. 

“You would have to have negative energy density. 
We don’t know how to make that or what that even 
means.” (Indeed.) 

If there were a way to tear a hole 
in the fabric of space — 
called a naked sin¬ 
gularity ring — “if 
you somehow 
go through 
that 
ring, 
and 

come back out, 
then you would go back 
in time,” he said. “But 
physically, there is no pro¬ 
cess that can make a naked 
singularity ring.” 

Easier option: Suspend disbelief. 

Read more Dickens. 

The Grinch 

When Kass, a cardiologist 
whose research into heart failure has 
led to discoveries that have helped 
many people, was asked if the uni¬ 
versity’s public relations team could 
videotape him evaluating the Grinch, 
he said, “I’ll do it, but I have to put on 
a fake Austrian accent and wear my glasses 
like Chuck Schumer.” 

He didn’t let them slide down his nose, as the 
Democratic U.S. senator from New York often does, but 
he was able to come up with a novel explanation. Kass has 
evaluated many diseased hearts — small and large. If a 
heart grew as rapidly as the Grinch’s, it struck Kass as 
highly unlikely that the Grinch would be cheerful and ac¬ 
tive, lifting his sled, handing out presents and whatnot. 

Kass drew on research that had interested him, in the 
journal Science, in which a molecular biologist at the 
University of Colorado at Boulder studied how a Bur¬ 
mese python’s heart grows dramatically after a very 


large meal, such as a rabbit. 

Then he turned elsewhere in the literature. Just before 
the rapid expansion of his heart, the Grinch had stolen 
Who pudding, roast beast and everything down to the very 
last can of Who hash. 

It was obvious: The Grinch must be a snake. 

He is very green, but... 

“He does have legs,” Kass acknowledged. “But Dr. Seuss 
put legs and fur on all sorts of things,” including plants. 
“To me, that’s not a defining feature.” 

And in the end, if his diagnosis (“snake”) is correct, his 
medical advice would be easy. “Just don’t eat so much at 
once.” 

More specifically: “Avoid eating something where 
someone would look at it and not be able to figure out how 
you ate it all. It’s probably generally decent advice, wheth¬ 
er you’re a snake or not. It may describe a lot of us after 
Christmas dinner.” 
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Truck-driving simulator gives real-feel practice 



Photos by David McKeown, The (Pottsville, Pa.) Republican-Herald/AP 


Tami Yarnall, CDL instructor, demonstrates Schuylkill Technology Center’s new TranSim VS6 truck-driving simulator at the Schuylkill 
Technology Center’s airport campus in Mount Pleasant, Pa. 



based education, uses the Yarnall and David Welch, senior trainer with L3 Technologies, watch 

TranSim VS6 truck simulator as Groody uses the new TranSim VS6 truck-driving simulator at the 


By Stephen J. Pytak 

The (Pottsville, Pa.) Republican-Herald 

MOUNT PLEASANT, Pa. — 
Tami Yarnall, a commercial driv¬ 
er’s license instructor, was behind 
the wheel of a new teaching tool 
at Schuylkill Technology Center’s 
campus at Schuylkill County Joe 
Zerbey Airport. 

Made up of a console and three 
large monitors, the TranSim VS6 
truck-driving simulator is akin 
to an arcade game. But it’s some¬ 
thing student drivers can use 
to learn basics on how to drive a 
tractor-trailer and other commer¬ 
cial vehicles. 

“They can practice maneuvers 
before they get in the truck and go 
out there. The advantage to that 
is in here, you can’t tear up the 
clutch,” David Welch, trainer for 
L3 Technologies, said. L3 Tech¬ 
nologies installed the simulator 
Nov. 6. 

“It will take a lot of wear and 
tear off the equipment,” Yarnall 
said as she guided the digital ve¬ 
hicle across a parking lot of pixels. 
“When students can learn to dou¬ 
ble-clutch using this, it will save a 
lot of maintenance on the equip¬ 
ment. For forever, students have 
been out there wearing clutches 
out. You can’t really wear out the 
clutch on this.” 

It can introduce students to dif¬ 
ferent types of vehicles. 

“This is a truck tractor with a 
53-foot-long trailer on the back. 
You can change loads. It’s a 10- 
speed transmission we have it set 
at,” she said. 

Also overseeing the training 
were Gregory S. Koons, superin¬ 
tendent of STC and executive di¬ 
rector of Schuylkill Intermediate 
Unit 29, and Brittany K. Kellman, 
the new business manager for STC 
and IU 29. 

Koons was fascinated with how 
the simulator could test a student’s 
skills by introducing numerous 
road conditions. 

“It even has weather conditions. 
See, there it’s raining,” Koons 
said. 

Later, Welch made it snow. 

The simulator includes a seat, 
steering wheel and controls that 
are similar to those in trucks. 
Three screens show the road, 
scenery and the rear-view mir¬ 
rors. There are sound effects and 
other sensory controls built into 
the seat to give the student the feel 
of being on the road. 

“If you hit something, you’ll feel 
it. If you miss a gear, it will grind,” 
Yarnall said. 

When a student uses the simu¬ 
lator, a teacher can watch the stu¬ 
dent from a computer at a nearby 
desk. 

“When you’re watching a stu- 


with help from Yarnall. 

dent use this, you can tell when 
they’re riding the clutch and what 
bad habits they have, like when 
they’re not looking at their mir¬ 
rors,” Yarnall said. 

The teacher can also see how the 
student handles the unexpected. 

While she was traveling along 
the digital road, she came upon 
a few digital vehicles that were 
stopped. One of them had hit a 
digital deer. 

“It’s not a game,” Yarnall said. 

“And when they’re finished a 
round, we can hit the replay but¬ 
ton to show the entire drive they 


Schuylkill Technology Center. 

just did,” Welch said. 

Then, Chris Groody, coordina¬ 
tor of postsecondary and commu¬ 
nity-based education at STC, gave 
it a try. 

He was set up to drive a digital 
Freightliner truck tractor hitched 
up to an empty 53-foot flatbed. 

“It’s another seat students can 
drive in,” Groody said. “Right 
now I think we have 10 students 
in the current CDL group, and we 
only have two trucks. So, I mean, 
they’re sharing seat time. So this 
will add a third truck, essentially. 
And it will give them a way to 


practice backing, shifting and 
whatever they need to work on.” 

The simulator can introduce stu¬ 
dents to numerous vehicles. Welch 
estimated there were “more than 
50.” 

They include a 10-wheel dump 
truck, a municipal garbage truck, 
a SWAT command vehicle, a Peter- 
bilt car hauler, a concrete truck, a 
utility bucket truck six-speed auto¬ 
matic and various tractor-trailers. 

“Here’s one that’s got an 18- 
speed transmission with two trail¬ 
ers. Here’s one with 18-speed and 
three trailers. Here’s one with a 


flatbed trailer that’s empty. Here’s 
one that’s full. Here’s one that’s 
half full,” Welch said as he scrolled 
the menu. 

“We’ll start using it immediate¬ 
ly, as soon as Tami feels comfort¬ 
able using it with the students,” 
Groody said. 

He said current CDL students 
have been trying it out. 

“But it will be an integral part 
of the next class, which starts in 
January,” Groody said. 

STC received a $121,500 grant 
for the simulator from the state 
Department of Labor & Industry 
for the Skill Enhancement and 
Workforce Opportunity Proj¬ 
ect. STC received the grant with 
help from the Luzerne/Schuylkill 
Workforce Investment Board. 

“It covers the training simu¬ 
lator, the software, installation 
costs, training services and a full- 
service warranty,” Koons said 
previously. 

STC started its CDL program 
in 1993 on the grounds of the 
Schuylkill County Fire School in 
the Altamont section of West Mah- 
anoy Township. In 1997, the course 
moved to Schuylkill County Joe 
Zerbey Airport, where Schuylkill 
Technology Center leases space 
from the county airport authority. 

This is the first time the pro¬ 
gram has had a training simula¬ 
tor like the TranSim VS6, Yarnall 
said. 


WIN YOUR SIGNED COPY! 

Stripes Book Club and Putnam, imprint of Penguin Random House, 
are proud to offer you a chance to win one of 10 signed copies of 
Tom Clancy Power and Empire by Marc Cameron. 

Go to stripesrewards.com/bookclub to enter and win. 
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ack Ryan is dealing with an aggressive challenge 
from the Chinese government. Pawns are being 
moved around a global chessboard: an attack on 
an oil platform in Africa, a terrorist strike on an 
American destroyer and a storm tossed American 
spy ship that may fall into Chinese hands. 
But there are hints that there’s even more 
going on behind the scenes. 
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Finding 
a niche 

Special-needs 
students learn job 
skills running shop 



Photos by Jose. A. Iglesias, Miami Herald/AP 

Ivette Amador, left, works on a balloon order Nov. 14 with Gabriel Cartamil, a student at John A. Ferguson High School in Miami. 



Danny Vaca-Figuereo, left, collects money from a customer Nov. 14 at the Falcon 
gift shop at John A. Ferguson High School. The shop is run entirely by special-needs 
students. 


By Kyra Gurney 
The Miami Herald 

MIAMI — It was lunchtime at John A. 
Ferguson Senior High School and employ¬ 
ees at the Falcon Gift Shop were hustling 
to keep up with the demand for snacks and 
birthday balloons. 

Danny Vaca-Figuereo, 19, served cus¬ 
tomers while Anthony Gonzalez, 18, 
manned the register. At the other end of 
the cramped store, Gabriel Cartamil, 20, 
filled helium balloons. 

Vaca-Figuereo handed Gonzalez a $5 
bill so he could make change. 

“One dollar five times,” he said, re¬ 
minding Gonzalez how much the cash was 
worth. 

Gonzalez opened the register, gave Vaca- 
Figuereo crisp $1 bills and marked the sale 
in pencil on an inventory sheet. 

The young men are special-education 
students who run the gift shop with their 
classmates, all of whom have autism or 
intellectual disabilities. Together, the stu¬ 
dents order merchandise, stock the shelves, 
serve customers and calculate profits. 

Last year, sales topped $20,000 — not a 
bad haul for a business whose customers 
are limited to students and staff at the high 
school. 

“It really is like they’re the ones who 
own the store, and they operate it,” said 
Ivette Amador, a special-education teach¬ 
er who oversees the shop with the help of 
three aides. “The ultimate goal is for them 
to get employed or possibly open up their 
own business in the future.” 

And every student has been able to find 
their niche. 

Gonzalez draws advertisements, like the 
cartoon turkey hanging on the wall to an¬ 
nounce the store’s new handmade Thanks¬ 
giving decorations. He doesn’t like to use 
color, so the poster is in black and white. 

Jon Chiacchio, 21, is nonverbal, but he 
excels at counting merchandise and takes 
inventory in the afternoons after the shop 
closes. 

Vaca-Figuereo, who has a good rapport 
with his classmates and the clients, serves 
as the de facto store manager. 

“I love being here,” Vaca-Figuereo said. 
“It keeps me busy, and it keeps me being 
happy all the time and energetic.” 

His goal, he said, is to get a “good job” 
outside the school. Any job. 

“I’m a good helper,” he said. “I love to 
help people, help the community.” 

Employment challenge 

For many young adults with special 
needs, finding a job can prove difficult. 

The Center for Autism and Related Dis¬ 
abilities based at the University of Miami 
and Nova Southeastern University serves 
more than 11,000 people in South Florida. 
They estimate that at least 80 percent are 
jobless or don’t work as much as they’d 
like. 

“There’s a terrible unemployment-and- 


underemployment crisis in the disability 
world,” said Michael Alessandri, the cen¬ 
ter’s executive director. 

In some cases, young people with spe¬ 
cial needs don’t get the support they need 
to find jobs that match their abilities, Ales¬ 
sandri said. In other cases, business own¬ 
ers are reluctant to hire someone with 
autism or an intellectual disability. 

Some prospective employers see hiring 
a special-needs adult as a risk, said Pam 
Miller, the director of education and em¬ 
ployment initiatives at United Community 
Options of South Florida. 

But Miller doesn’t see it that way. “To 
me, it’s really not any more of a risk than 
you would take on with any other employ¬ 
ee,” she said. “There’s uncertainty about 
any hire that you make.” 

For the families of special-needs chil¬ 
dren, the thought of them finding a job can 
seem overwhelming. 

By the time their child gets through high 
school, parents are exhausted, Alessandri 
said. They’ve spent years visiting doctors, 
trying to navigate the school system and 
providing around-the-clock care. 

“You kind of have to gear up all over 
again when you finish high school,” he said. 
“That’s some heavy emotional lifting.” 

Special-needs students can remain in 
the public school system until age 22. But 
after that, many just end up staying at 


home, Amador said. 

A growing number of programs, like the 
gift shop at Ferguson High, aims to change 
that. 

When the Falcon Gift Shop first opened 
its doors five years ago, the business had a 
$1,000 loan from the school, five employ¬ 
ees, five varieties of helium balloons and a 
handful of school supplies. 

Now, the store has 15 employees and sells 
45 different types of balloons, as well as 
snacks, perfume, jewelry, stuffed animals 
and homemade seasonal decorations. Every 
Monday, Amador takes the students shop¬ 
ping for new merchandise. Often, they’ll 
find items they want to test in the store. 

“They tell us, ‘Oh, Miss, this is a great 
item; people are going to like this,”’ Ama¬ 
dor said. 

Learning life skills 

The gift shop isn’t just about learning 
business skills. 

Amador expects the students to call if 
they’re going to be late rather than asking 
parents to do it. Nonverbal students are ex¬ 
pected to send email. 

And particularly for the students with 
autism, for whom adapting to change can 
be difficult, running a business teaches re¬ 
silience, Amador said. 

“They learn that you don’t always have 
to have things and you’re not always going 


to get things the way you want,” she said. 
“There’s going to be change. Something 
might break, or we don’t have it anymore.” 

Even the store earnings provide an op¬ 
portunity to learn social skills. 

Amador can’t pay the students, so what¬ 
ever profits aren’t reinvested in the busi¬ 
ness are used to take the students on field 
trips or out to eat. “We invite them not only 
to practice social skills, but also to see that 
the fruit of their labor is paying off,” Ama¬ 
dor said. 

Similar programs throughout Miami- 
Dade help special-education students be¬ 
tween the ages of 18 and 22 learn job skills 
and transition to life after high school. 

Some schools have stores or bakeries, 
while other programs are based at job sites 
including Publix, Nicklaus Children’s Hos¬ 
pital and Baptist Health South Florida. 

“Employability skills, social skills at the 
workplace, conflict resolution, all those 
things that you may encounter at a work 
site but our students may not know how to 
respond,” said Angie Torres, the instruc¬ 
tional supervisor for the school district’s 
autism program. The district serves 35,000 
special-needs students, nearly 5,000 of 
whom have autism. 

It’s not just public schools. Private 
schools and nonprofits also offer similar 
opportunities, like the cafe run by students 
at United Community Options’ Transition¬ 
al Learning Academy. 

And then there are groups like the Cen¬ 
ter for Autism and Related Disabilities, 
that are trying to create businesses to hire 
special-needs students after they finish the 
training programs. 

Rising Tide Car Wash is one such local 
business. 

The car wash was opened in Parkland 
in 2013 by the family of a young man with 
autism. They wanted to start a business 
in which their son, Andrew — who likes 
structure and repetitive tasks — would 
enjoy working. 

Rising Tide recently opened a second 
location in Margate, and the family has 
teamed with Alessandri to develop an on¬ 
line course for other families frustrated by 
the lack of opportunities for their special- 
needs children. 

“We’re hoping to inspire parents not to 
sit back and wait for someone to offer their 
child a job,” Alessandri said. “Parents 
and family members do have the where¬ 
withal to create some meaningful work 
experience.” 
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Amid anger at Trump, 
Palestinians marking 
Christmas in Bethlehem 


Associated. Press 

JERUSALEM — Palestin¬ 
ians are preparing to celebrate 
Christmas in the West Bank city 
of Bethlehem, the historic birth¬ 
place of Jesus. 

Sunday’s festivities are being 
held against the backdrop of 
protests over President Donald 
Trump’s declaration of Jerusa¬ 
lem as the capital of Israel. 

Vatican officials crossed an Is¬ 
raeli military checkpoint from Je¬ 
rusalem ahead of midnight Mass 
at the Church of the Nativity. 


Hundreds of locals and for¬ 
eign visitors gathered in Manger 
Square as bagpipe-playing Pal¬ 
estinian Scouts paraded past the 
Christmas tree. Accompanying 
the decorations this year is a ban¬ 
ner protesting Trump’s Jerusa¬ 
lem declaration. 

Mayor Anton Salman says he 
hope this Christmas is especially 
festive “because we want to show 
the people that we are people 
who deserve life, deserve our 
freedom, deserve our indepen¬ 
dence, deserve Jerusalem as our 
capital.” 



Nasser Shiyoukhi/AP 


A Palestinian dressed as Santa Claus argues with an Israeli border 
policeman during a protest Saturday in Bethlehem. 


1 aardvark dead and 4 
meerkats are presumed 
lost in London Zoo fire 


By Gregory Katz 

Associated Press 

LONDON — Firefighters and 
zookeepers rushed to help as a 
blaze broke out at the London Zoo 
on Saturday morning, but they 
were unable to save an aardvark 
named Misha and four meerkats. 

Officials said Misha died in the 
fire and the four missing meer¬ 
kats were presumed to have per¬ 
ished as well. 

Staff members were treated for 
smoke inhalation and shock after 
the blaze broke out near a zoo cafe 
in the early morning hours. 

Staffers living on site rushed to 
move animals as quickly as they 
could in the frenzied minutes 
after the fire started, but they 
were too late to aid Misha, 9. 

Zoo director Dominic Jermey 
said the staff was “absolutely dev¬ 
astated” by the aardvark’s death. 

“We had our vet team on site 
immediately but, sadly, there was 
nothing that they could do for 
Misha,” he said. 

Workers searched in vain 
for the four missing meerkats 
throughout the day, but said Sat¬ 
urday evening they were pre¬ 


sumed to have died in the blaze, 
which produced intense flames 
at first and left a smoky pall over 
much of the grounds. 

Vets were called in to moni¬ 
tor the surviving animals, and 
zookeepers were encouraged 
that there were no other signs of 
injury. 

The zoo remained closed to the 
public on what had been expected 
to be a busy day at the popular fa¬ 
cility in Regent’s Park. It is set to 
reopen Sunday. 

TV footage from the scene 
showed the Adventure Cafe and 
shop to be badly damaged. 

The fire started shortly after 
6 a.m. It took 72 firefighters just 
over three hours to extinguish the 
fire. 

London Fire Brigade station 
manager David George said 
the cause of the fire hasn’t been 
established. 

“Over the next few hours, our 
specialist fire investigation teams 
will be searching through the 
debris and looking and seeing if 
they can establish a likely cause,” 
he said. 



Daisy Barimbao/AP 

People gather Sunday on a bridge that was damaged by the onslaught of flooding caused by Tropical 
Storm Tembin in Zamboanga Del Sur, southern Philippines. 

Typhoon ravages southern 
Philippines; 120 are dead 

Associated Press 

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines 
— One of the deadliest storms to 
hit the Philippines this year blew 
out of the country’s south Sun¬ 
day after leaving more than 120 
people dead and 160 missing in 
landslides and flash floods. 

Tropical Storm Tembin 
strengthened into a typhoon be¬ 
fore moving into the South China 
Sea. Most of the dead and miss¬ 
ing were reported in the hard-hit 
provinces of Lanao del Norte and 
Lanao del Sur and on the Zambo¬ 
anga Peninsula. 

Intense rainfall in the moun¬ 
tains most likely caused land¬ 
slides that blocked rainwater, said 
Marina Marasigan, of the govern¬ 
ment’s disaster-response agency. 

When the naturally formed dams 
broke from the pressure, torrents 
of rainwater smashed into the vil¬ 
lages below. 

Mayor Bong Edding, of Sibuco 
town, blamed logging operations 
in the mountains for a flash flood 
that swept away houses with more 
than 30 residents. Five bodies 
have been recovered so far in the 
village and search-and-rescue ef¬ 
forts were continuing. 

A large number of dead and 
missing was also reported in 
Lanao del Norte and Lanao del 
Sur provinces, where floodwaters 
from a mountain washed away 
several riverside houses. 

Marasigan asked the public to 
heed storm warnings and evacua¬ 
tion orders to avoid casualties. 

“We’re really sad that we have 
this news especially because our 
countrymen were looking to cele¬ 
brate Christmas,” Marasigan told 
a televised news conference. 

Thousands of villagers fled to 
emergency shelters, and more 
than 500 passengers remained 


1 body is recovered, 36 
feared dead in mall fire 


Associated Press 

DAVAO, Philippines — Phil¬ 
ippine firefighters recovered 
one body from a burning shop¬ 
ping mall Sunday and there 
was “zero” chances of survival 
for 36 other trapped people 
inside the four-story building 
in southern Davao city, an of¬ 
ficial said. 

Mayor Sara Duterte-Carpio 
said firefighters told distraught 
relatives of the 36 trapped em¬ 
ployees of a business outsourc¬ 
ing company at the top floor 
of the NCCC Mall that nobody 
could survive the extreme heat 
and thick, black smoke. 

“They were told that the 
chances of survival are zero,” 
she said, adding that one of 


stranded in airports and seaports 
after the coast guard prohibited 
ferries from venturing out in the 
rough seas and several flights 
were canceled as the storm raged 
Saturday. 

The typhoon was packing max¬ 
imum sustained winds of 75 mph 
and gusts of up to 90 mph. 

An inter-island ferry sank off 
northeastern Quezon province 
Thursday after being lashed by 
fierce winds and big waves, leav¬ 
ing at least five people dead. More 
than 250 passengers and crew¬ 
men were rescued. 

Earlier in the week, another 
tropical storm left more than 50 
people dead and 31 others miss- 


those trapped may be a Chi¬ 
nese or a South Korean, based 
on the name. 

It is unclear when firefight¬ 
ers would be able to break 
into most areas of the mall, 
where the blaze was put under 
control Sunday morning, al¬ 
though smoke continued to 
billow from the building. The 
firefighters won’t stop until 
all those reported missing are 
found, Duterte-Carpio said. 

Investigators will deter¬ 
mine the cause of the fire. The 
prospects of criminal lawsuits 
against the mall owners and 
officials would depend on the 
outcome of the investigation, 
said the mayor, who is the 
daughter of President Rodrigo 
Duterte. 


ing, mostly due to landslides, and 
damaged more than 10,000 hous¬ 
es in the central Philippines. 

Among the areas battered by 
the latest storm was Marawi, a 
lakeside city in Lanao del Sur 
that is still recovering from a 
five-month siege by pro-Islamic 
State group extremists that left 
more than 1,000 people dead and 
displaced its entire population of 
about 200,000 people. 

It was the latest disaster to hit 
the Philippines, which is battered 
by about 20 typhoons and storms 
each year, making the archi¬ 
pelago that lies on the Pacific ty¬ 
phoon belt one of the world’s most 
disaster-prone countries. 
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OPINION _ 

UN has new tool in war against ISIS 


By Nathan A. Sales 

Special To The Washington Post 

T he U.N. Security Council has unan¬ 
imously approved a tough, new 
resolution to combat the move¬ 
ment of foreign terrorist fighters. 
This is a major step toward achieving one 
of President Donald Trump’s top priorities 
— defeating Islamic State and its affiliates 
around the world. 

Thanks to the Global Coalition to Defeat 
ISIS, we’ve rolled back the false “caliph¬ 
ate” in Iraq and Syria. Now our challenge 
is to stop the group from reconstituting 
itself elsewhere. As our battlefield victo¬ 
ries have mounted, ISIS has had to adapt 
to survive. 

Some battle-hardened jihadis are head¬ 
ing home from the war zone or wreaking 
havoc in other countries. Other attacks are 
being planned and executed by people in¬ 
spired by ISIS’ violent ideology. The new 
face of ISIS has shown itself in attacks on 
soft targets such as hotels, restaurants, 
stadiums and other large, public venues. 
We’ve seen this deadly trend overseas and 
here at home. 

Working with our partners around the 
globe, and with intervention from Secre¬ 
tary of State Rex Tillerson, we took the 
lead in crafting a new set of tools to address 
the evolving terrorist threat. The result is 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 2396, 


co-sponsored by 66 countries. It includes 
a number of critical measures to address 
returning fighters, as well as self-directed 
terrorists inspired by ISIS, al-Qaida and 
similar groups. 

First, the resolution requires all U.N. 
members to collect and use passenger 
name record data to stop terrorist travel. 
PNR data is the information you give an 
airline when you book a ticket. It’s a pow¬ 
erful tool for preventing “broken travel,” a 
tactic of using convoluted travel routes to 
evade detection. Mehdi Nemmouche, who 
was charged with killing four people at 
the Jewish Museum in Brussels in 2014, 
reportedly used “broken travel” to reach 
Europe undetected, traveling from Syria 
by way of Asia. 

The U.S. has been using PNR for years, 
and the European Union has directed its 
members to adopt their own PNR systems 
by March. Now, other countries will be 
asked to live up to the same standard. We 
stand ready to assist any partner who lacks 
the resources or expertise to meet this 
obligation. 

Member states will also be required to 
maintain watch lists of known and sus¬ 
pected terrorists, and to collect and use 
biometrics — fingerprints, photos and so 
on. These tools will help authorities spot 
foreign fighters if they attempt to board 
planes or cross borders. And because we 


all need to interdict threats before they 
reach our respective shores, the resolution 
calls for states to share this information in 
a way that’s consistent with human rights 
obligations. 

The resolution further urges U.N. mem¬ 
bers to tear down the walls that keep 
authorities from exchanging counterter¬ 
rorism data with each other, as the U.S. did 
after 9/11. It also calls on states to provide 
notice when they deport suspected foreign 
terrorist fighters. 

As we saw in the ISIS role in Sinai’s 
downing of Metrojet Flight 9268 in Egypt in 
2015, terrorist groups continue to threaten 
global civil aviation. The resolution there¬ 
fore calls for stricter aviation security 
standards, including measures to address 
insider threats and cargo security. 

Our adversaries are constantly evolving, 
and the U.S. and our partners must evolve 
just as quickly. We need to remain con¬ 
stantly vigilant against an al-Qaida on the 
rebound and an ever-adaptive ISIS. Reso¬ 
lution 2396 will help us do exactly that. It 
will strengthen international cooperation 
to address returning foreign fighters. And 
it will expand the toolkit we use to confront 
an increasingly decentralized terrorist 
threat. 

Nathan A. Sales is ambassador at large and 
coordinator for counterterrorism at the State 
Department. 


How to help fix discussions of ‘Last Jedi’ 


By Sonny Bunch 
Special To The Washington Post 

A s box office figures piled up and 
critical raves poured in, there 
was a curious note of dissent on 
the issue of “Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi.” While the film clocked a 93 per¬ 
cent fresh rating from critics on Rotten 
Tomatoes and an 86 on Metacritic, audi¬ 
ence scores were sharply negative. 

Only 54 percent of audience members 
gave the film a thumbs up on Rotten To¬ 
matoes. Metacritic’s audience score is 
even uglier: As I write this, its score is a 
4.8, with more than 1,600 negative ratings 
to go with more than 1,400 positive ratings 
and almost 500 mixed ratings. 

I wouldn’t say this sort of disjunction is 
unprecedented, but it is certainly unusual. 
Typically, critics are harsher on a fran¬ 
chise feature than audiences. Consider, 
for instance, critics’ 40 percent fresh rat¬ 
ing for “Justice League,” compared with 
its 79 percent fresh rating from audiences 
on Rotten Tomatoes, or Metacritic’s 39 for 
“Pirates of the Caribbean,” compared with 
the 6.2 that audiences gave Johnny Depp’s 
fifth turn as Jack Sparrow. So when we see 
audience dissatisfaction outpace critical 
angst, it is noteworthy. 

Those who didn’t particularly care for 
the film — including yours truly — high¬ 
lighted this break as a sign that audiences 
weren’t quite as enamored of the film as 
critics were. As more reputable polling 
services weighed in, however, it was clear 
that something was off. Deadline reported 
that ComScore audiences weighed in at 89 
percent positive, and CinemaScore polling 
gave the film an A. And, sure enough, the 
alt-right has claimed credit for dragging 
the score downward. 

What gives? Well, in one way, it’s simple: 
ComScore and CinemaScore poll audi¬ 
ences who have seen the film, while Rotten 
Tomatoes and Metacritic don’t. 

CinemaScore, as it notes on its website, 
“provide(s) unbiased measurement of au¬ 
dience response that helps gauge movie 
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Daisy Ridley portrays Rey in “Star Wars: 
The Last Jedi.” 

appeal and success by polling movie audi¬ 
ences on opening night for their reaction to 
the latest major movie releases.” Now, Cin¬ 
emaScore isn’t a particularly useful gauge 
of artistic quality — “Last Jedi” defend¬ 
ers pointing to its “A” as a surefire sign of 
greatness need only remember that each of 
the prequels received “A-minus” grades — 
but it is an extremely useful way to gauge 
how people feel coming out of theaters and 
whether the expectations of general audi¬ 
ences have been met. 

But one thing CinemaScore definitely 
is? A measure of the reaction from people 
who have seen the movie in question. And 
one thing we have to keep in mind when 
discussing Rotten Tomatoes, Metacritic 
and IMDB user scores is that they are, 
well, not. At least, not necessarily. They 
could be! I would guess that most people 
who bother to vote on these sites have seen 
the film in question. But, like any internet 
poll, they are subject to all manner of she¬ 
nanigans. Angry fanboys can manipulate 
the scores by engineering downvote cam¬ 
paigns on social media sites such as Red- 
dit, 4chan and Facebook. 

This is a real problem for Rotten Toma¬ 
toes et al. If you can’t trust that people have 
even seen the films they are voting on, how 
are consumers supposed to trust the rec¬ 


ommendations that are, supposedly, com¬ 
ing from their fellow viewers? 

Fortunately, it seems to me that there is 
a relatively simple solution. Consider the 
case of Rotten Tomatoes, which is owned 
by Fandango. Rotten Tomatoes offers 
viewers a chance to buy tickets from Fan¬ 
dango right from the landing page of every 
new release, and Rotten Tomatoes scores 
show up on the Fandango site and on the 
Fandango app. There’s a great deal of syn¬ 
ergy in play already. 

So why not restrict user voting on new 
releases at Rotten Tomatoes to those 
who have purchased tickets through 
Fandango? 

You could expand it further. Allow mem¬ 
bers of the loyalty programs run by AMC 
and Regal Cinemas and whoever else to 
vote. Basically, anyone who can verify 
that they bought a ticket to a show can be 
given the opportunity. And maybe, after a 
certain period (say, a month), open it up to 
everyone else. 

Now, look: This wouldn’t be a scien¬ 
tific poll, and it would still be open to 
shenanigans of various stripes. Pressure 
campaigns could still be cooked up in the 
depths of the angrier portions of the social 
web. But we don’t consider primary elec¬ 
tions illegitimate just because the people 
who vote in them tend to be more moti¬ 
vated, more energetic and more radical. 
Indeed, it would give us another interest¬ 
ing data point to consider. If there’s a sharp 
discrepancy between CinemaScore and an 
RT user score made up of people who can 
confirm they bought tickets, we’d find that 
quite intriguing. Intensity of feeling is al¬ 
ways something worth measuring. 

Regardless, something needs to be done 
if Rotten Tomatoes and the rest of these 
sites want us to take user ratings seriously. 
Otherwise, potential customers and cul¬ 
tural commentators alike will have little 
choice but to disregard customer scores 
such as the one given to “The Last Jedi.” 

Sonny Bunch is the executive editor of and film 
critic for the Washington Free Beacon. 
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OPINION_ 

Tax reform excuse to raise workers’ wages 


By Conor Sen 

Bloomberg View 

W ashington, take note: 

Corporations’ initial reaction 
to Congress reforming the tax 
code may have resolved the 
biggest labor market mystery of the year. 
How is it possible to have the lowest unem¬ 
ployment rate in 17 years while still having 
measures of wage growth stuck around 2 
to 3 percent? 

The answer appears to be that employers 
were holding on to crisis-era labor market 
thinking, even in the face of a tight labor 
market. If tax reform help to change this 
thinking, 2018 could be a barnburner of a 
year for workers and wage growth. 

For pundits like me who have been ex¬ 
pecting faster wage growth in response to 
a tight labor market for a while, just about 
all the data have supported our position. 
Generational lows in the unemployment 
rate and levels of initial jobless claims. Job 
opening rates at record highs. Consumer 
confidence at a 17-year high. Record highs 
in labor market momentum. Record lows 
in people mentioning economic issues as a 
top concern. Employers complaining about 
labor shortages. Stock prices and corporate 
earnings at record highs. So what gives? 

One dynamic that makes the labor mar¬ 
ket special is it involves a human dynamic 
that, say, the energy market doesn’t have. 


If the price of oil is $50, then anyone who 
wants oil has to pay $50, whether they’re 
the CEO of a Fortune 500 company or a 
minimum-wage worker filling up the gas 
tank. Labor isn’t like that. 

Even though the labor market, like any 
other market, is subject to price changes 
based on supply and demand, there’s also 
the reality that the people hiring workers 
and paying them are usually their superi¬ 
ors in a corporate hierarchy. “You work for 
me, and you should be grateful for the op¬ 
portunity” can be a powerful psychological 
factor in wage negotiations, especially after 
a prolonged environment where workers 
have had little bargaining power. Even in a 
tight labor market, an employer might de¬ 
cide, “We’re only going to offer wages at a 
certain level, and if people aren’t willing to 
work for that wage, so be it.” 

Staffing firm Robert Half International 
talked about this in its third-quarter earn¬ 
ings conference call. On Oct. 24, the firm’s 
president said, “There seems to be a bit 
of a disconnect between what clients are 
willing to pay and the state of the candi¬ 
date supply-demand market.” Sometimes, 
it takes time for psychology to catch up to 
changing market conditions. 

We saw this immediately following the 
presidential election in November 2016. 
Mere days after the election, economic 
confidence among self-identified Repub- 
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After Congress passed tax reform, a 
number of large companies announced 
pay raises or bonuses for employees. 

licans surged. Whether the economic en¬ 
vironment had changed was debatable, 
but there was no arguing that psychology 
among partisan market participants had. 

So one can’t help but be cynical when 
a list of large companies, in the wake of 
tax reform passing Congress, announced 


a combination of pay raises and one-time 
bonuses for workers on Wednesday. Re¬ 
publicans and supporters of the tax bill 
will point to the announcements as show¬ 
ing that this particular bill will in fact lead 
to more job creation and higher pay for 
workers. Skeptics like myself will point to 
the preponderance of data suggesting that 
pay raises were coming anyway and find it 
more than convenient that employers would 
point to a specific tax bill as the reason for 
higher pay — rather than announcing what 
they were going to have to do anyway in re¬ 
sponse to the labor market. 

But that cynicism has a limit. We’ve seen 
in 2017 a continued strong environment for 
global growth, corporate earnings, equity 
market performance, job creation and con¬ 
sumer confidence. We know that domesti¬ 
cally, the surge in economic confidence 
among Republicans occurred because of the 
presidential election. Did President Donald 
Trump’s election “cause” any of that, or did 
Republicans finally wake up after Election 
Day to the reality that any neutral observer 
would have seen if they were tracking the 
economy with their partisan glasses off? In 
the same way, perhaps it took the passage 
of tax reform to finally get employers to ac¬ 
cept the labor market environment for what 
it is today, and not what it was in 2010. 

Conor Sen is a Bloomberg View columnist and 
portfolio manager for New River Investments in 
Atlanta. 


Stung by ‘raw politics,’ Roe assesses future of VA Choice 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

R ep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn., chairman 
of the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, expected on Tuesday 
that every committee member, 
Democrat and Republican, would vote for 
the VA Care in the Community Act (HR 
4242), his comprehensive plan developed 
over months to reform the flawed Veterans 
Choice program. 

Roe therefore said he was surprised and 
disappointed when all nine Democrats at 
the bill’s mark-up hearing opposed the leg¬ 
islation they helped to shape and for which 
they were original co-sponsors. 

In a phone interview, Roe blamed the 
split vote on “pure, blatant, raw politics 
based on this tax bill.” 

The tax bill in dispute is the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act backed solely by Republi¬ 
cans. Democrats and many independent 
analysts contend it overwhelmingly favors 
corporations and the wealthy over middle- 
class taxpayers. The Congressional Budget 
Office forecasts it will drive up the nation’s 
debt by $1.5 trillion in a decade. 

Democrats told Roe they could not in 
principle vote for his Choice reform bill, 
given uncertain funding support ahead if 
many more veterans need outside care, 
and on the same day House Republicans 
alone approved a mammoth tax relief bill. 

During markup of Roe’s bill, various 
amendments were accepted or rejected. 
But Democrats and Republicans also 
traded insults and challenged motives in a 
committee room where compliments over 
bipartisanship typically are exchanged. 

“I am troubled that we are going to put 
Choice funding at risk, again, on the very 
day that some people on this committee 
will be voting to drive up deficits and to 
give a tax break to the wealthiest Ameri¬ 
cans,” said Rep. Ann Kuster, D-N.H. 

Rep. Tim Walz, of Minnesota, ranking 
Democrat on the panel, said the Repub¬ 
lican tax relief bill attacks “Obamacare” 
funding and Medicaid eligibility, so that 
more veterans from these populations 


Military Update 


might have to rely on the VA for health 
care, increasing budget strain on VA-paid 
community care as reforms take hold. 

What particularly upset Democrats, 
in the shadow of a massive tax relief bill, 
was an amendment Roe planned to offer 
at markup that would cap growth of au¬ 
thorized funding for VA-paid community 
health care at 3 percent annually for four 
straight years, starting in fiscal 2019. 

Roe drafted his cap language after 
CBO’s cost estimate for his Choice reform 
bill came in at roughly $39 billion over five 
years, more than double what Roe expect¬ 
ed. It alarmed Republicans negotiating 
the easing of spending caps on other fed¬ 
eral departments, including for defense, to 
avoid a government shutdown. 

Roe said he decided moments before 
mark-up to withdraw his amendment, at 
the urging of veteran service organiza¬ 
tions who opposed it. He didn’t reveal his 
decision, however, until late in the hearing, 
after members had traded harsh words. 

The Choice reform bill cleared com¬ 
mittee on a straight 14-9 party-line vote. 
Many of its reforms are also proposed in 
the Caring for Our Veterans Act (S. 2193), 
approved by the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee three weeks earlier. 

Veterans service organizations prefer 
the Senate bill, in part because it embraces 
another key goal — to expand eligibility for 
Post-9/11 caregiver benefits to older gen¬ 
erations of veterans and caregivers. Some 
veterans groups are also nervous that 
Roe’s bill would allow veterans referred to 
community-based primary care providers 
to stay with them for a year or even longer. 
Guardians of the VA health care system 
worry this would be a step toward privatiz¬ 
ing veterans’ care. 

Roe, an obstetrician who ran a private 
practice for 31 years, said his intent is 
not to privatize veterans’ health care but, 
through competition, force improvement 


in care quality and management of staff 
and resources across VA’s 168 hospitals. 

“I’ve said from the beginning [that] I 
most likely would have written more choice 
into the bill” if possible, he said, given how 
competition improved outcomes in his own 
practice. “If I’d been taking care of your 
wife for 20 years and, all of a sudden, I 
quit doing a good job, she could vote with 
her feet. The poor veteran is stuck there. 
And one of the ways the VA gets better is to 
compete for patients.” 

The House and Senate are expected to 
debate and vote on their Choice reform 
bills in early 2018. Differences then will 
be resolved in a House-Senate conference 
led by Roe and Sen. Johnny Isakson, R- 
Ga., chairman of the Senate committee. 
In our interview, Roe said he probably will 
not support including Senate caregiver ex¬ 
pansion language in a final Choice reform 
bill. 

His own committee hasn’t held a hear¬ 
ing on how the current caregiver plan op¬ 
erates to help severely injured veterans of 
the Post-9/11 era, Roe said. It “would be 
irresponsible of me as the chairman to just 
OK something that’s going to cost tens of 
billions of dollars.... I’m going to be pretty 
hard-nosed about that.” 

But he added: “We’re going to need some 
hearings [to] look at the current program, 
see what are the good parts, what are the 
parts not working. And I’m committed to 
do that. That one of the things we want to 
do next year.” 

Roe said his Choice reform bill would 
create a permanent consolidated VA Care 
in the Community program, replacing “ar¬ 
bitrary administrative rules” that use driv¬ 
ing distance and wait times to determine 
eligibility for private-sector care. Instead, 
providers and patients will decide on refer¬ 
rals based on clinical needs. 

The VA’s current “fee-for-service ap¬ 
proach” to community care would be re¬ 
placed with a managed care model. Every 
VA-enrolled veteran would be assigned to 
a primary care provider. VA care overall 
would gain from modern health care man¬ 
agement techniques, telemedicine and cut¬ 


ting-edge practices and technologies. 

“We’re going to look at best practices, 
how you get better outcomes with lower 
money,” Roe said. “I can tell you that our 
practice [in Tennessee] took 25,000 Medi¬ 
care patients and, in the first year, saved 
$6 million in Medicare money because 
their care was managed. Part of the Choice 
plan I put together is a managed care plan, 
and for older, sicker patients it’s the most 
savings you get. I was astonished that you 
could do that but you absolutely can. And 
get better outcomes.” 

Roe didn’t disagree with Walz that dur¬ 
ing future negotiations over VA budgets, 
Roe’s proposal of a 3 percent cap on annu¬ 
al growth in VA community care spending 
might be adopted. But Roe said he is con¬ 
fident that sustaining the current level of 
VA spending on community care is likely 
adequate, given the savings expected from 
program consolidation and from managed 
care reforms. 

Roe dismissed as “bogus” Walz’s argu¬ 
ment that proper funding of a reformed 
Choice program could be secured for vet¬ 
erans if Republicans would just add 0.5 
percent to favorable tax rates that still 
permitted wealthy hedge fund managers 
under the GOP tax relief bill President 
Donald Trump signed. 

Democrats believe, Roe said, “if gov¬ 
ernment spends money it will somehow 
help the economy.” Republicans and most 
small-business owners believe “leaving 
people more of the money they earned ... 
lets the economy grow and expand.” 

Roe said his own experience in private 
practice after Reagan-era tax cuts support 
his view that tax relief spurs job creation 
and employee compensation. 

Also, Roe suggested, sounding alarms 
over the funding of VA community-based 
care is unnecessary. During his own nine 
years in Congress, he said, “we have never 
not supplied the money that veterans have 
needed for health care.” 


Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; Twitter: @Military_Update. 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


The height in feet of a Christmas stocking that a Missouri city hopes will make the cut for the world’s largest. Sedalia’s 
stocking was officially measured last week for entry to Guinness World Records, and it is almost 10 feet longer than the 
stocking the Italian city of Carrara used to set the record in 2011. It’s 72 feet wide and weighs a whopping 820 pounds, 
and it’s so tall that Sedalia doesn’t have a building that’s high enough to hang it from. 



Adam Wesley, The Green Bay (Wis.) Press-Gazette/AP 

Workplace conflict 

A minivan rests atop other vehicles after an incident in the Lambeau Field parking lot Friday in Green Bay, Wis. Police said a fired food 
service worker rammed a former coworker’s car, bringing numerous personnel from law enforcement agencies to the Green Bay Packers’ 
stadium. 


THE CENSUS 

177 



Truck collision spills 
fish onto interstate 

P| ORLANDO — Hun- 
I L dreds of live fish were 
left flopping on Interstate 4 in 
Florida when one tractor-trailer 
rear-ended another, spurring 
troopers to close part of the 
highway. 

Florida Highway Patrol spokes¬ 
woman Kim Montes said several 
bins filled with fish tanks “sloshed 
forward” when the flatbed truck 
carrying them hit the other ve¬ 
hicle early Friday near Orlando. 
The crash happened as traffic 
ahead of the trucks slowed. 

Montes troopers closed two 
lanes of the road for several hours 
to clean up the “slimy situation.” 

The incident report says truck 
driver Mayel Perez, 39, was tick¬ 
eted for careless driving. 

State police bloodhound 
found after being lost 

DANBURY — A Con- 
I necticut State Police 
bloodhound that went missing in 
a wooded area has been found 
alive and well. 

Police said Friday morning 
that the dog named Texas had 
been recovered. 

The dog was involved in a 
search Wednesday evening for a 
man with autism who had gone 
missing in Danbury near Wooster 
Mountain. During the search a 
handler lost his footing on the 
steep terrain and dropped the 
dog’s leash. 

Another bloodhound located the 
missing man, who was brought 
safely out of the woods. 

‘Thirsty Cowboy’ 
robbery suspect held 

MESA — A convicted 
felon has been arrested 
in connection with a series of 
armed robberies in Mesa and 
Tempe. 

Mesa police said Aaron Michael 
Hess, 58, is facing several counts 
of armed robbery with a deadly 
weapon and aggravated assault 
along with kidnap-apprehension. 

They said Hess is suspected in 
three armed robberies in Mesa 
and one in Tempe between Nov. 
27 and Dec. 12. 

Police have dubbed them the 
“Thirsty Cowboy” case because 
of the types of places that were 
robbed and the robber’s attire. 

Officers served a search war¬ 
rant for Hess’ residence and 
reported finding a cowboy hat, 
shirts worn during robberies and 
a toy revolver that had been al¬ 
tered to look real. 

Zoo’s female lion, last 
of triplets, dies at 17 

|yy SYRACUSE — A fe- 
Iri ■ male African lion that 
lived most of her nearly 18 years 
at an upstate New York zoo has 
died. 

Officials at the Rosamond Gif¬ 
ford Zoo said the lioness named 
Kierha died Dec. 17. The zoo said 
the cause of death hasn’t been 
determined, but Kierha recently 
had been anesthetized for exami¬ 
nation and testing “after showing 
signs of health issues common to 


elderly female felines.” 

Kierha and her two siblings, 
Mindine and Joshua, were born 
in April 2000 at the Baton Rouge 
Zoo and arrived in Syracuse as 8- 
month-old cubs. Mindine died in 
2015 and Joshua passed away the 
next year. 

Official, 4 others held 
in prostitution sting 

li/I n CRISFIELD — A 
IVI mJ Maryland city coun¬ 
cilman is one of five people 
arrested in a state police prostitu¬ 
tion sting. 

News outlets report Maryland 
State Police said in a release that 
Paul Erik Emely, 45, a Crisfield 
city councilman, was arrested 
Dec. 19. 

Troopers assigned to the 
Salisbury area coordinated the 
operation in Wicomico County 
following complaints from local 
citizens and business owners. 
State police criminal investiga¬ 
tors assisted with the operation. 

Each person was charged with 
solicitation for prostitution. 

Landlord accused of 
pushing tenants for sex 

|f Q WICHITA — The U.S. 
■ V'W Department of Jus¬ 
tice has filed a lawsuit accusing 
a Wichita landlord and proper¬ 


ty manager of inappropriately 
touching female tenants and re¬ 
peatedly asking them for sex in 
exchange for rent. 

The Wichita Eagle reported the 
department announced Dec. 18 it 
filed the lawsuit in federal court 
in Kansas. The lawsuit alleges 
two women at Wichita rental 
properties suffered “egregious 
sexual harassment and retalia¬ 
tion in violation of the federal Fair 
Housing Act.” 

The lawsuit names Thong Cao, 
Mai Cao, Van T. Le and Tong 
Nguyen as the defendants. The 
Justice Department says each 
defendant owns or owned the 
properties where the harassment 
occurred. 

The suit also alleges Thong Cao 
evicted tenants who refused to en¬ 
gage in sexual conduct with him. 

Sheriff’s office puts 74 
on ‘nice list’ for $100 

Mk FORSYTH — A Geor- 
gia sheriff’s depart¬ 
ment played Santa for 74 people 
who are “down on their luck” this 
holiday season. 

The Telegraph of Macon re¬ 
ported that Monroe County 
sheriff’s deputies on patrol were 
issuing people who appear to be 
in need of help $100 bills as part 
of its third “secret Santa cash 


giveaway.” 

Sgt. Lawson Bittick said the 
first 20 people to receive the un¬ 
usual citations offered “smiles 
and thank-yous.” 

The $7,400 giveaway is funded 
by two donors who thought it would 
be a positive form of community 
outreach for law enforcement. 

Bus driver accused of 
drinking, driving kids 

|y Y ALBANY — Officials 
1^1 I in upstate New York 
suspended a bus driver who was 
accused of drinking while driv¬ 
ing students. 

WTEN-TV reported a staff 
member at the Montessori Mag¬ 
net School in Albany suspected 
the driver had been drinking 
Dec. 15 when they smelled alco¬ 
hol. School officials said the driv¬ 
er ignored the staff member and 
continued driving. 

Officials said a transportation 
supervisor then directed the bus 
driver to stop. Authorities said 
they later determined the driver’s 
blood alcohol content was 0.04 
percent. 

Bed bug spurs push to 
eradicate at VA center 

ft# Q TOPEKA — A single 
■ bed bug is causing 


headaches at the Veterans Ad¬ 
ministration health center in 
Topeka. 

The Topeka Capital-Journal 
reported that staff at Colmery 
O’Neil VA Health Center on Fri¬ 
day diverted ambulances from 
the emergency department after 
the discovery of a single bed bug. 

Spokesman Joseph Burks said 
the bug was found Friday nearing 
the nursing station in the emer¬ 
gency department and eradica¬ 
tion efforts began immediately. 

Man nearly struck by 
police, then arrested 

|| SOMONAUK — A 30- 
I ™ year-old old man who 
nearly was struck by a police car 
while walking toward traffic was 
arrested after officers learned he 
was wanted for driving on a sus¬ 
pended license. 

The (DeKalb) Daily Chroni¬ 
cle reported that police say the 
Sheridan man was wearing dark 
clothing and walking in the street 
about 1:50 a.m. Saturday in So- 
monauk, southwest of Chicago. 

Officers later learned that a 
warrant had been issued after the 
man failed to appear for a hear¬ 
ing in a DeKalb County court. 
From wire reports 
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Royal revelation 

Matt Smith says role on The Crown’ gave him 
more appreciation for pressure felt by monarchy 


By Yvonne Villarreal 

Los Angeles Times 

W hen Matt Smith heard there was a 
television series in the works that 
was devoted to poring over the 
British royal family, two words 
came to mind: “Who cares?” 

For so long, at least for this English actor, 
they were just that stuffy family that lived in 
those opulent “old houses” that he’d visited on 
school trips as a young boy or whizzed past in 
his car as an adult. 

“’We know what happens, we know the story, 
we’ve seen the movies,”’ Smith recalls think¬ 
ing — dusting off his initial eye roll — during 
a recent trip to Los Angeles. But like a good 
chap, he read all 10 first-season scripts of “The 
Crown,” crafted by Peter Morgan, best known 
for writing the historical films and plays “The 
Queen” and “Frost/Nixon.” 

“It turns out, well, actually I care about the 
royal family,” he says with a smirk that en¬ 
capsulates his eventual decision to step into 
the shoes of young Prince Philip, husband of 
Queen Elizabeth II, in the Netflix drama. 

A tall order, sure — the Duke of Edinburgh 
is a living historical figure and the patriarch of 
one of the world’s most cherished families. But 
Smith is used to tall orders and cherished char¬ 
acters. The actor was thrust into the vortex of 
global fandoms at age 26 when he was cast as 
the Eleventh Doctor in the long-running “Doc¬ 
tor Who” franchise — he played the role of the 
alien time traveler from 2010 through 2014. 

“It’s been quite nice to play a towering figure 
in a more naturalistic world,” Smith, now 35, 
says. 

Not that Prince Philip isn’t a bit of an out¬ 
sider in his own right. 

“The Crown,” which is unapologetically fe¬ 
male-driven, follows Elizabeth’s long and sto¬ 
ried reign, with each season covering roughly 
a decade of the Queen’s rule while highlighting 
the push and pull of her private and public roles. 
In doing so, viewers also glimpse a man wres¬ 
tling with living in the shadows of his powerful 
wife — a depiction that, when viewed through 
the lens of the current political and cultural 
climate, gains an added layer of poignancy. 

“He’s torn between the duty to his wife and 
a duty to himself,” Smith says. “And I found 


Actor Matt Smith steps into the shoes of young Prince Philip in the first two seasons of “The Crown.” 


that conflict very interesting to 
explore and play because he’s 
pulled in two different direc¬ 
tions constantly. No other man in 
that period would kneel before his 
wife or walk two feet behind her. 

That was very difficult for him.” 

To prepare for the role, Smith 
says he read all the books he could 
and watched archival footage of 
the prince. 

“The more I researched him, 
the more I found there were a 
lot of misconceptions about 
him or, rather, preconcep¬ 
tions about him,” Smith 
offers. 

Exploring the royal 
family’s private turmoil 
in “The Crown” has 
made Smith contem¬ 
plate the changing 
nature of fame and 
the scrutiny that 
comes with it. 

“The type of 
fame they have, 

I wouldn’t wish 
it on anyone,” 
he says. “You 
think Kim Kar- 
dashian has 
a tough life? 

Try being the 
queen in the 
’50s and ’60s 
— 100,000 
people would 
turn up to see 
her catch a train. 

They really were, and still are, the most 
iconic people in the world.” 

In a follow-up meeting weeks later, just a few 
days have passed since news of Prince Harry’s 
engagement to American actress Meghan 
Markle. He’s absorbed in thinking about the 
magnitude of the life Markle is stepping into. 

“Her life will never be the same,” he says. 
“She walks anywhere now, people will know 
where she is. I can’t even imagine ... and I 
played it.” 



Mamma Mia! Where’s Streep? 

The internet was filled with the dulcet tones of ABBA on Dec. 21 
after Universal Pictures released the first trailer for “Mamma Mia! 
Here We Go Again.” But where was Sophie’s (Amanda Seyfried) 
mother Donna, played by Meryl Streep? 

One consolation prize: The trailer’s closing moments feature 
Sophie’s grandmother, played by none other than Cher. 

“Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again” arrives in theaters July 20. Watch 
the trailer at tinyurl.com/y7xhmwbe. 


— Los Angeles Times 


Petition demands Damon’s removal from f i l m 


From wire services 

“Ocean’s 8” could have one less famous face if 
petitioners have their way. 

An online petition to remove Matt Damon from 
the female-centered “Ocean’s 8” after his contro¬ 
versial comments about sexual harassment and as¬ 
sault in the industry has reached more than 18,000 
signatures—just shy of its “goal” of 19,000. 

“Damon’s inclusion would trivialize the serious 
nature of the charges against sexual abusers like 
[film producer Harvey] Weinstein — a show mas¬ 
sive disrespect for the brave women speaking out,” 
the petition read. 

'Royals’ showrunner Schwahn fired 

“The Royals” showrunner Mark Schwahn has of¬ 
ficially been fired amid sexual harassment allega¬ 
tions, Lionsgate announced Dec. 21. 

“We have concluded our investigation and Mark 
will not be returning to ‘The Royals.’ The fourth 


season of the show has already completed produc¬ 
tion and will air as scheduled on E! in the spring,” 
the studio announced. 

Schwahn, 54, has been suspended from the drama 
since mid-November, when more than 40 women — 
mainly his female colleagues from “One Tree Hill” 
— accused him of sexual harassment. 

Spears booked for New Year’s show 

Britney Spears will usher in 2018 on “Dick Clark’s 
New Year’s Rockin’ Eve With Ryan Seacrest,” the 
show announced Dec. 21. 

Spears will perform “Toxic” and “Work B**ch” 
from Las Vegas, where she’s wrapping her four- 
year residency on Dec. 31. Other performers 
include Khalid, Nick Jonas, Sugarland, Kelly Clark¬ 
son, Florida Georgia Line, Shawn Mendes, Char¬ 
lie Puth, Zedd, Halsey, Fitz & the Tantrums, Bebe 
Rexha, Hailee Steinfeld, Imagine Dragons and 
Kane Brown. 
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SHIFTING GEARS _ 

A look at the near future of electric cars 



LiPo Ching, Bay Area News Group/TNS 

Two Tesla EVs charge at the City of Palo Alto EV charging station in a public garage in Palo Alto, Calif. 



Mel Melcon, Los Angeles Times/TNS 


The 2017 Chevrolet Bolt was GM’s most reliable model in Consumer Reports, scoring 
“above average.” General Motors plans to roll out 20 all-electric models by 2023. 


Many more models 
planned, but there 
may be few buyers 

By Keith Naughton 
Bloomberg 

A utomakers with ambitious plans 
to roll out more than 100 new bat¬ 
tery-powered models in the next 
five years appear to be forgetting 
one little thing: Drivers aren’t yet buzzed 
about the new technology. 

Electric cars — which today comprise 
only 1 percent of auto sales worldwide and 
even less in the U.S. — will account for just 
2.4 percent of U.S. demand and less than 
10 percent globally by 2025, according to 
researcher LMC Automotive. But while 
consumer appetite slogs along, carmakers 
are still planning a tidal wave of battery- 
powered models that may find interested 
buyers few and far between. 

“When you hear people talk about the 
tipping point, it’s really that they’re count¬ 
ing the number of product offerings,” Hau 
Thai-Tang, Ford’s global head of product 
development and purchasing, said of elec¬ 
tric cars. “Nobody can cite what the actual 
demand will be.” 

With battery costs declining rapidly and 
Tesla’s stock price on a tear, automakers 
are rushing to get in the game with their 
own all-electric models. General Motors 
has announced plans to roll out 20 models 
by 2023, while Ford and Volkswagen are 
among those planning new electric lineups 
in China. Toyota promised more than 10 
electric models by early next decade. 

In total, 127 battery-electric models will 
be introduced worldwide in the next five 
years, Thai-Tang said, with LMC predict¬ 
ing pure electric offerings will increase by 
more than five-fold to 75 models in the U.S. 
alone. 

“There’s certainly more hype than real 
growth in sales volume,” Jeff Schuster, se¬ 
nior vice president of forecasting for LMC, 
said in an interview. “How long have we 
been talking about EVs? We’re now final¬ 
ly seeing them in numbers, but the sales 
numbers are not taking over the industry 
by any means.” 

It’s a mix of panic and promise that’s 
driving automakers to set ambitious goals 
to catch up to perceived market leaders 
such as Tesla and GM, which each are en¬ 
joying a run-up in their stock prices this 
year. GM Chief Executive Officer Mary 
Barra said her company will sell more than 
1 million electric vehicles per year — prof¬ 
itably — by 2026. Tesla CEO Elon Musk 
had been planning to build half a million 
electric cars in 2018, although that timeline 
could be jeopardized by missed production 
targets for the $35,000 Model 3 sedan. 

Wall Street continues to reward Tesla 
and values the Silicon Valley electric-car 
maker as worth more than Ford, even as 
the Detroit automaker dwarfs Musk’s com¬ 
pany in nearly all metrics, from output to 
revenue. Tesla shares are up about 60 per¬ 
cent this year, while Ford has gained closer 
to 5 percent. 

“Tesla has a cult following and that helps 


build the hype,” Schuster said. “Other com¬ 
panies say, ‘How do we capture some of this 
buzz Tesla has? Can we do it by electrifying 
our lineup, too?”’ 

There’s a growing optimism that the elec¬ 
tric market is ready for liftoff, based in part 
on improvements in battery chemistry and 
costs and in part on the “Field of Dreams” 
adage: If you build it, they will come. Still, 
the rush to electrify in the face of uncer¬ 
tain demand has left 
auto suppliers on edge. 
They have to build 
factories and invest to 
develop components of 
battery-powered pro¬ 
pulsion systems to sup¬ 
port the automakers’ 
aggressive ambitions. 

Magna International 
Inc., for example, the 
largest auto supplier 
in North America, is 
having vigorous de¬ 
bates over whether to 
add capacity to tool up 
for electric cars when 
its executives don’t see 
much demand for them 
over the next eight years. The company 
predicts EVs will only grow to between 3 
and 6 percent of global auto sales by 2025, 
said Jim Tobin, chief marketing officer at 
the Canadian company. 

Industry executives convinced drivers 
will abruptly exit their internal combustion 
engine vehicles in favor of electrics may 
find themselves too overzealous, with LMC 
forecasting gasoline-powered engines will 
still make up about 85 percent of U.S. new 
car sales in 2025. But that shift could ac¬ 
celerate as electrified vehicles reach price 
parity with gasoline-powered cars, which 
Bloomberg New Energy Finance predicts 
will happen by 2029 or sooner for most 


models. 

Rick Haas, former chief engineer of the 
Tesla Model S who now runs the North 
American operations of Indian automaker 
Mahindra & Mahindra, counts himself in 
the optimistic camp. Although today’s driv¬ 
ers aren’t too excited about battery cars, 
tougher regulations in places such as China 
and the power-thirsty needs of driverless 
features could help speed the transition 
along. 

And no automaker wants to be left behind 
to sell the 21st-century version of the buggy 
whip: a car that runs on fossil fuel. 

“There will be a lot of winners and los¬ 
ers,” said Haas. “Companies will die be¬ 
cause of this.” 

Ford does not want to be one of the ca¬ 
sualties. Thai-Tang said his engineers and 
suppliers are working hard on developing 
a cost-efficient battery that is better and 
cheaper than today’s lithium-ion versions. 
Toyota is working on energy-dense solid- 
state batteries, seen as the next frontier in 


electric power, with Panasonic. 

Yet the greatest challenge may not be 
technological. It could be marketing, as 
more than 10 dozen models fight over a 
sliver of market share. 

“The question we’ve been asking our¬ 
selves is, ‘OK, if you’re going to launch in 
that clutter of 120 competitive products, 
what’s going to allow somebody to want to 
even consider your product?”’ Thai-Tang 
said, noting that the “provocative” design 
for the small electric SUV Ford’s planning 
may help differentiate it in a crowded field. 
“But not in a weird science-fair kind of pro¬ 
vocative” way, he added. 

While the math doesn’t yet add up for 
the glut of models chasing the tiny market 
for EVs, no automaker wants to be caught 
short when the switch gets flipped to bat¬ 
tery power. 

“Our ambition for electrification is not 
modest,” Jim Farley, Ford’s executive vice 
president of global markets, said in an in¬ 
terview. “We’re going for it.” 


There will 
be a lot of 
winners 
and losers. 
Companies 
will die 
because of 
this. * 

Rick Haas 

Mahindra & 
Mahindra 
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Specialized Shipping to/from the US & Canada 
Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings 
Contact your Pro's at the Docks today!!! 
info@interglobalshipping.de, 
w.intergiobalshipping.de 



■522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447) 

info@worldwide-ship.de 

www.worldwide-ship.de 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 


...I ME AM, SOMEONE UA& 
TO PROI/E YOUR ", PARTY" 
IA A KUEE! 



PEACE ANP JOY TO EVERYONE OUT THERE/ 



FROM MO/Zr, BRIAN, NEAL and BILL 




59 Shrek, for one 

60 CSA soldier 

61 Zodiac feline 

DOWN 

1 Family biz abbr. 

2 Activist Parks 

3 Hot dog holder 

4 British ref. work 

5 Two of a kind 

6 Roman garment 

7 1987 George 
Michael song 

8 -de-France 

9 Pickle holder 

10 Doctrine 

12 Personification 
of creation 
19 “Rah!” 

21 Comedian 
Margaret 
23 Short trip 
25 Sit tight 


26 French 101 verb 

27 Monopoly 
card 

28 Capri, e.g. 

29 Pundit’s piece 

30 Dress designer 
Vera 

31 Employ 

35 Chopping tool 

38 Decade parts 
(Abbr.) 

40 Weep 

42 Cavalry sword 

45 Carousel, 
for one 

47 Honeycomb 
compartment 

48 Showed up 

49 Too 

50 “O Sole —” 

51 Mayo ingredient 

52 Neither mate 

54 Fella 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


ACROSS 

I “It’s c-c-cold!” 

4 Choose 
7 South Pacific 

nation 

II Leeway 

13 Vichy water 

14 Word of regret 

15 Norway’s capital 

16 Cacophony 

17 School session 

18 Like seawater 
20 Opulent 
22 “So there!” 

24 Enjoyed 

some gum 
28 Words of 
gratitude 

32 Emulate Lincoln 

33 Practice pugilism 

34 Unpaid TV ad 

36 Blaze 

37 Comic Bruce 
39 Fired up 
41 Mystery writers’ 

awards 

43 Work unit 

44 Despot 
46 Desert plant 
50 Bistro handout 
53 Clothing 

protector 

55 Authentic 

56 Composer 
Stravinsky 

57 College URL 
ender 

58 Stately trees 

12-25 CRYPTOQUIP 

SUFIA, ZEFIC MXRXYQVX 

ZXYRXL JWY SUX UWHFLQC 

ZXQZWB QBL LFZEXBZXL JYWO 

ZOQHH MQYYXHZ: AXV BWV. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: IF A DISTINGUISHED 
THEORETICAL PHYSICIST WERE IN A PAWNSHOP, 
WOULD FOLKS SEE STEPHEN HOCKING? 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals T 
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NUD HM-f OF m 
PART op THE COUNTRY 
THW ACTUNUY HAS 
\WWm CWUSVWAS 


VS PATKEb OP ' 
NHD HENDED 
To FVOR\Z0HK 
BEFORE THE 
LAST VERSE 
FADES 


DR.E/WUN& OF A 
WHITE CHRISTIANS 
. IN THE REN.R- 
V\E\N 
TERROR. 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 


INTRODUCING OUR 
NEW rAOBILE PHONE 
PRODUCT, THE 
BSB 100. 





WHATCHA \ THAMK YOU NOTES TO 
WAITING, AU THE PEOPLE WHO 
RAT? j OAU M£ GIFTS FOR 
CHRISTMAS. 


&2-J- -J2L 


BSB STANDS FOR 
BEAUTIFUL, SLIPPERY, 
AND BRITTLE. 


/wow. 

SO 

SOOH? 





THAT'S 

HOLJ f\any 

TIMiES YOU'LL 
HAVE TO 
REPLACE A 
CRACKED 
SCREEN. 



so nor ' 
Re/itty 
THAT 
SOON. 


, IT'S EASIER) 
'CAUSE SOME 
OF THEM 
. HAVE PIED. y 






\NWEW SNTP A. 
R£fc.L\ZEC> 

HOT COT OUT 
FOR POuTTCAL 
Co^Wt-t^TARH 




IT'S WINTER.' WHY 
PO YOU HAVE THE 
AIRCONPITIONING 
ON % 



ACROSS 

1 Seductress 
5 Ump 
8 Ready for 
harvest 

12 Flightless birds 

13 Citric beverage 

14 Qatar’s ruler 

15 Considered 

17 Sea bird 

18 Donkey 

19 Many millennia 

20 Bridal path 

21 Pres, after LBJ 

22 Canine cry 

23 Opposite of neo- 
26 Cozy home 

30 Sick as — 

31 Tibetan bovine 

32 Mosque leader 

33 Messenger 

35 Bull’s sound 

36 Newt 

37 Plead 

38 Prepares flour 

41 Mauna — 

42 Use a ray gun 

45 “Dream on!” 

46 Assembles anew 

48 Mentor 

49 Pester 

50 Swiss peaks 

51 Autobahn auto 

12-26 

G Z U W 


52 Bashful 

53 Reddish brown 

DOWN 

1 Aloe — 

2 Iowa city 

3 Coffee cups 

4 Unpaid TV ad 

5 Harmful gas 

6 Genesis garden 

7 Nourished 

8 Passing along a 
fruitcake, say 

9 Radio host Don 

10 Tablet 

11 Perry’s creator 
16 San —, Italy 

20 Illustrations 

21 Sorry 

22 Fine, at NASA 


23 Lobbyists’ org. 

24 Commotion 

25 Singer Reed 

26 Lincoln or Ford 

27 I love (Lat.) 

28 Needlefish 

29 911 responder 
31 Still 

34 Conditions 

35 Char 

37 Marshlike 

38 Palm starch 

39 “The jig —!” 

40 Blaze 

41 Wife of Jacob 

42 Bantu language 

43 PC programs 

44 “Hey, you!” 

46 ICU workers 

47 Rowing need 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


iti’fi, really me & 
it 7 £ fiuper annoying kow 
mu<ik tkey exaggerate 
tke fiize of it in took 
^ illustration^,. 


TTfefc. 

12-Zfa-t7 



THE OLD Wo WAN 
WHO LIVED IN A SHOE 


K X K Y A A R 
X T K M X X N 



CRYPTOQUIP 


Z E O Z 


N T E W 


GXTAM BYR RXT’FU 


TWEWFEKUM OTBKB. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THICK, SPICY BEVERAGE 
SERVED FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON AND 
DISPENSED FROM SMALL BARRELS: KEG NOG. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals H 
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Calif, pot regulator talks legalization rules 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


Lori Ajax, chief of California’s Bureau of Medical Cannabis 
Regulation, has been at the center of establishing rules for a legal 
pot economy. 


By Michael R. Blood 

Associated. Press 

LOS ANGELES — California’s 
legal pot market opens for busi¬ 
ness on Jan. 1. The day will be a 
milestone, but what exactly will 
happen then and, especially, in 
the weeks and months to come is 
unclear. 

Lori Ajax is the state’s top pot 
regulator and has been at the cen¬ 
ter of the effort to establish rules 
for a legal pot economy valued at 
$7 billion. 

Here’s her thoughts on what to 
expect: 

It’s a question many people 
are asking: Can I buy legal pot 
on Jan. 1? 

Well, maybe. 

“You will, in certain areas of 
the state,” Ajax said. 

Businesses are required to 
have a local permit and a state li¬ 
cense to open their doors for rec¬ 
reational sales, and that process 
has moved slowly. 

So far, there is not a consistent 
pattern in the geography of legal 
pot. 

Kern County, for example, has 
banned all commercial canna¬ 
bis activity. But Oakland, Santa 
Cruz, Shasta Lake and San Diego 
are among the cities that have 
embraced it and have licensed 
operators that will open Jan. 1. 

San Francisco is running late 
getting licenses out, so legal sales 
there are not expected to start 
until later that week. In Los Ange¬ 
les, the city will begin accepting 
applications to sell recreational 
pot on Jan. 3, but it could be weeks 
before any of those shops open for 
legal sales. 

If you can get legal pot on Jan. 
1, where can you smoke it? 

First rule, not in public, Ajax 
said. 

Another general guideline: 


Don’t smoke anywhere where to¬ 
bacco is prohibited. 

State law has specific guide¬ 
lines for where not to light up, 
and they include being within 
1,000 feet of a school or a daycare 
center when kids are around, or 
smoking while driving. 

However, the state has left it up 
to local governments to determine 
if they want to permit onsite con¬ 
sumption at retailers. So it will be 
city-by-city whether you can buy 
and light up on the spot. 

This is going to be a big tran¬ 
sition, transforming the lightly 
regulated medical industry and 
the vast illegal market into a 
legal pot economy. How will it 
roll out? 

With ups and downs. 


“That transition period is going 
to be an adjustment for a lot of 
folks,” Ajax said. 

The industry — medical and il¬ 
legal — has existed for years with 
little or no regulation. Now, grow¬ 
ers and sellers are facing a range 
of new state and local rules, in¬ 
cluding hefty new taxes. 

Consumers who want to make a 
purchase will have to check their 
local rules, which can vary. 

The state expects to be visiting 
businesses, perhaps repeatedly, to 
help them meet the regulations. 

“We have to really work with 
them,” Ajax said. 

Her biggest worry? 

The pace and extent of licens¬ 
ing, because lots of players are 
needed to make the supply chain 


work across the state. Cultivators. 
Distributors. Manufacturers. 
Testing companies. Retailers. 

State licensing only started in 
December. 

Ajax worries if California 
has “licensed enough people 
throughout the supply chain, and 
geographically across the state, 
so people can continue to do 
business,” which includes medi¬ 
cal and recreational pot. “That’s 
something I think about all the 
time.” 

Take distributors that trans¬ 
port cannabis. 

“If you don’t have enough dis¬ 
tributors, if they are the only ones 
that can transport the cannabis, 
that would be an issue ... on Day 
One,” Ajax said. 

How tough is enforcement 
going to be, if you intend to 
entice businesses into the 
market? 

For now, more carrot than 
stick. 

“We can’t just hit them over 
the head,” Ajax said. “You work 
toward educating them and, I 
think, you go from there.” 

“If we have somebody that is 
causing a public nuisance or a 
public safety problem, then I do 
think strong enforcement is nec¬ 
essary. But if you just got some¬ 
body trying to comply, and they 
are completely overwhelmed be¬ 
cause they just don’t know what to 
do, then I think that’s our job to 
then break it down for people.” 

She acknowledged the dense 
regulations can be intimidating. 

“A lot of them have never dealt 
with the state before,” she said. 
“We want to encourage people 
that this is the best way for Cali¬ 
fornia, to come out of the shadows 
and be licensed.” 

Experts say the new legal 
economy will struggle if the 
black market continues to thrive. 


How does the state intend to 
persuade illegal operators to 
come out of the shadows? 

In a word, education. 

Ajax said businesses need to 
know how to get licensed — an 
online application site opened 
this month — and the state should 
encourage them to do so. 

The state also needs to be flex¬ 
ible at first with compliance, she 
said, as businesses become ac¬ 
customed to the new system. 

“We, as a state, have to show 
them that this is where you need 
to be,” she said. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Dec. 26).$1.2158 

Dollar buys (Dec. 26).€0.8225 

British pound (Dec. 26).$1.37 

Japanese yen (Dec. 26).111.00 

South Korean won (Dec. 26).1,053.00 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone)., 
Egypt(Pound). 


Hong Kong (Dollar)... 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan(Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won)... 
Switzerland (Franc).. 
Thailand (Baht). 


.0.3770 

.$1.3371 

. 1.2773 

.6.5773 

.6.2824 

"$1.1850/0.8439 

.7.8163 

.263.06 

.3.4852 

.113.40 

.0.3021 

.8.3271 

.50.13 

.3.54 

.3.7511 

.1.3440 

.1,076.83 

.0.9905 

.32.76 


Turkey (Lira).3.8169 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.17 

3-month bill.1.31 

30-year bond.2.83 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


* 


Deals 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Agreed to 
terms with IB Yonder Alonso on a two- 
year contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS - Recalled C 
Ivica Zubac from South Bay (NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

BUFFALO BILLS - Released DE Mar- 
quavius Lewis. Signed DT Rickey Hatley 
to the practice squad. 

CHICAGO BEARS - Placed DB Chris 
Prosinski on injured reserve. Signed 
OL Brandon Greene from the practice 
squad. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Signed RB 
Marquez Williams to the practice squad. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Waived/in¬ 
jured WR Larry Pinkard. Signed WR Jael- 
en Strong from the practice squad and 
LB Deon King to the practice squad. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Placed TE Clive 
Walford on injured reserve. Signed TE 
Pharaoh Brown. 

PITTSBURGH STEELERS - Released LB 
James Harrison. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Placed 
RB LeShun Daniels on injured reserve. 
Signed RB Kenny Hilliard. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Assigned D Joel 
Hanley and F Nick Merkley to Tucson 
(AHL). Recalled D Andrew Campbell from 
Tucson. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Reassigned D 
Rasmus Andersson to Stockton (AHL). 

DALLAS STARS - Assigned F Cole Ully 
from Texas (AHL) to Idaho (ECHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Recalled G Jack 
Campbell from Ontario (AHL). Placed F 
Kyle Clifford on injured reserve, retroac¬ 
tive to Dec. 16. 

MINNESOTA WILD - Assigned G 
Adam Vay from Iowa (AHL) to Rapid City 
(ECHL). 

OTTAWA SENATORS - Recalled G 
Marcus Hogberg from Brampton (ECHL) 
to Belleville (AHL). 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Recalled F 
Hampus Gustafsson from South Carolina 
(ECHL) to Hershey (AHL). 

American Hockey League 

SAN ANTONIO RAMPAGE - Reas¬ 
signed G Joe Cannata and Fs Brady Shaw 
and Michael Joly to Colorado (ECHL). 
Reassigned F Thomas Frazee to Norfolk 
(ECHL). 

SYRACUSE CRUNCH - Returned D 
Mathieu Brodeur on loan to Adirondack 
(ECHL). 

TORONTO MARLIES - Assigned D Sam 
Jardine to Orlando (ECHL). 

UTICA COMETS - Returned F Joel 
Lowry on loan to Manchester (ECHL). 

ECHL 

ECHL — Suspended Allen F Bryan 
Moore two games and Worcester D Jus¬ 
tin Hamonic one game. 

NORFOLK ADMIRALS - Signed F Chris¬ 
tian Horn. 


Pro baseball 


MLB calendar 

Jan. 12 — Salary arbitration figures 
exchanged. 

Jan. 24 - BBWAA Hall of Fame voting 
announced. 

Jan. 29-Feb. 16 — Salary arbitration 
hearings, Phoenix. 

Jan. 30-Feb. 1 — Owners meetings, 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Feb 15 — Voluntary reporting date for 
pitchers, catchers and injured players. 

Feb. 19 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players. 

Feb. 24 — Mandatory reporting date. 

March 29 — Opening day. Active ros¬ 
ters reduced to 25 players. 

April 17-18 — Cleveland vs. Minnesota 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

June 4 — Amateur draft starts. 

June 15 — International amater sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 6 — Last day to sign for amateur 
draft picks subject to deadline. 

July 10 — All-Star Game, Washington. 

July 29 — Hall of Fame inductions, 
Cooperstown, N.Y 

July 31 — Last day to trade a player 
without securing waivers. 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Oct. 2-3 — Wild-card games. 

Dec. 10-13 — Winter meetings, Las Ve- 


College football 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

NC A&T 21, Grambling State 14 

New Orleans Bowl 

Troy 50, North Texas 30 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Georgia State 27, Western Kentucky 

Las Vegas Bowl 
Boise State 38, Oregon 28 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

Marshall 31, Colorado State 28 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Middle Tennessee 35, Arkansas St. 30 

Tuesday, Dec. 19 
Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl 
FAU 50, Akron 3 

Wednesday, Dec. 20 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Louisiana Tech 51, SMU 10 
Thursday, Dec. 21 
Gasparilla Bowl 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Temple 28, FIU 3 

Friday, Dec. 22 
Bahamas Bowl 
Nassau 

Ohio 41, UAB 6 

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 

Wyoming 37, Central Michigan 14 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl 
South Florida 38, Texas Tech 34 
Armed Forces Bowl 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 42, San Diego State 35 
Dollar General Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 

Appalachian State 34, Toledo 0 

Sunday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Br—■ 


Fresno State (9-4) vs. Houston (7-4) 

Tuesday, Dec. 26 
Heart of Dallas Bowl 

West Virginia (7-5) vs. Utah (6-6) 

Quick Lane Bowl 


Kansas State (7-5) vs. UCLA (6-6) 

Wednesday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 


AP sportlight 


Dec. 25 

1956 — Corky Devlin of Fort Wayne goes 
0-for-15 from tne field against the Minne¬ 
apolis Lakers to tie an NBA record. 

1971 — Garo Yepremian’s 37-yard field 
goal at 7:40 of the second overtime gives 
the Miami Dolphins a 27-24 victory over 
the Kansas City Chiefs in the first round of 
the AFC playoffs. At 82:40, it’s the longest 
game in NFL history. 

1984 — Bernard King of the New York 
Knicks scores 60 points in a 120-114 loss 
to the New Jersey Nets. 

1995 — Emmitt Smith of the Dal las Cow¬ 
boys scores his 25th touchdown of the 
season in a 37-13 win over Arizona, break¬ 
ing the record for most TDs in a season. 
Smith passes John Riggins of Washington, 
who scored 24 in 1983. 

1999 — Hawaii beats Oregon 23-17 in 
the Oahu Bowl to cap a remarkable turn¬ 
around for the Rainbow Warriors. Hawaii 
improves from 0-12 in 1998 to 9-4 — the 
greatest single-season improvement in 
NCAA history. 

2002 — Katie Hnida becomes the first 
woman to play in a Division I football 
game when she attempts an extra point 
following a New Mexico touchdown in the 
Las Vegas Bowl. Hnida, a walk-on junior, 
has her kick blocked in the 27-13 loss to 
UCLA. 

2008 — The Los Angeles Lakers beat 
Boston to end the Celtics’ franchise-re- 
cord winning streak at 19 games. Kobe 


Cotton Bowl Classic 
Arlington, Texas 

Southern Cal (11-2) vs. Ohio State (11- 

2) 

Saturday, Dec. 30 
TaxSIayer Bowl 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Louisville (8-4) vs. Mississippi State 
(8-4) 

Liberty Bowl 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Iowa State (7-5) vs. Memphis (10-2) 

Fiesta Bowl 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Washington (10-2) vs. Penn State (10- 

2) 

Orange Bowl 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 
Wisconsin (12-1) vs. Miami (10-2) 

Monday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
Tampa, Fla. 

Michigan (8-4) vs. South Carolina (8- 
4) 

Peach Bowl 
Atlanta 

UCF (12-0) vs. Auburn (10-3) 

Citrus Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Notre Dame (9-3) vs. LSU (9-3) 

Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Oklahoma (12-1) vs. Georgia (12-1) 

Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal) 

New Orleans 

Clemson (12-1) vs. Alabama (11-1) 

Monday, Jan. 8 

College Football Championship 
Atlanta 

Rose Bowl winner vs. Sugar Bowl win- 

Saturday, Jan. 20 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At St. Petersburg, Fla. 

East vs. West 

NFLPA Collegiate Bowl 
At Carson, Calif. 

American vs. National 

Saturday, Jan. 27 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 

North vs. South 


FCS Playoffs 


Southern Mississippi (8-4) vs. Florida 
State (6-6) 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Boston College (7-5) vs. Iowa (7-5) 

Foster Farms Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Arizona (7-5) vs. Purdue (6-6) 

Texas Bowl 
Houston 

Texas (6-6) vs. Missouri (7-5) 

Thursday, Dec. 28 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Virginia (6-6) vs. Navy (6-6) 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Oklahoma State (9-3) vs. Virginia Tech 
(9-3) 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

Stanford (9-4) vs. TCU (10-3) 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Washington State (9-3) vs. Michigan 
State (9-3) 

Friday, Dec. 29 
Belk Bowl 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Wake Forest (7-5) vs. Texas A&M (7-5) 

Sun Bowl 
El Paso, Texas 

NC State (8-4) vs. Arizona State (7-5) 

Music City Bowl 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Kentucky (7-5) vs. Northwestern (9-3) 

Arizona Bowl 
Tucson, Ariz. 

New Mexico State (5-6) vs. Utah State 


First Round 
Saturday, Nov. 25 

Furman 28, Elon 27 
Stony Brook 59, Lehigh 29 
New Hampshire 14, CCSU 0 
Kennesaw St. 28, Samford 17 
South Dakota 38, Nicholls 31 
Weber State 21, Western Illinois 19 
Northern Iowa 46, Monmouth (NJ) 7 
San Diego 41, Northern Arizona 10 
Second Round 
Saturday, Dec. 2 

James Madison 26, Stony Brook 7 
Kennesaw State 17, Jacksonville State 


New Hampshire 21, Central Arkansas 
15 

Sam Houston St. 54, South Dakota 42 

North Dakota State 38, San Diego 3 

Weber State 30, Southern Utah 13 

Quarterfinals 
Friday, Dec. 8 

James Madison 31, Weber State 28 

Saturday, Dec. 9 

North Dakota State 42, Wofford 10 

South Dakota State 56, New Hamp¬ 
shire 14 

Sam Houston State 34, Kennesaw 
State 27 

Semifinals 
Friday, Dec. 15 

North Dakota State 55, Sam Houston 
State 13 

Saturday, Dec. 16 

James Madison 51, South Dakota 
State 16 

Championship 

Saturday, Jan. 6 
At Toyota Stadium 
Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State (13-1) vs. James 
Madison (14-0) 


College basketball 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Saturday 

1. Villanova (12-0) did not play. Next: 
at DePaul, Wednesday. 

2. Michigan State (12-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Cleveland State, Friday. 

3. Arizona State (12-0) did not play. 
Next: at No. 18 Arizona, Saturday. 

4. Duke (12-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 24 Florida State, Saturday. 

5. North Carolina (11-2) beat Ohio 
State 86-72. Next: vs. Wake Forest, Sat- 

6. Miami (10-1) lost to New Mexico 
State 63-54. Next: vs. Middle Tennessee, 
Monday. 

7. Kentucky (9-2) lost to UCLA 83-75. 
Next: vs. Louisville, Friday. 

8. Texas A&M (11-1) did not play. Next: 
at Alabama, Saturday. 

9. Xavier (12-1) did not play. Next: at 
Marquette, Wednesday. 

10. West Virginia (11-1) beat Fordham 
86-69. Next: at Oklahoma State, Friday. 

11. Wichita State (10-2) did not play. 
Next: at UConn, Saturday. 

12. Gonzaga (10-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Pacific, Thursday. 

13. Virginia (11-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Boston College, Saturday. 

14. Kansas (10-2) did not play. Next: at 
Texas, Friday. 

15. TCU (12-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 17 Oklahoma, Saturday. 

16. Purdue (12-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Lipscomb, Saturday. 

17. Oklahoma (10-1) did not play. Next: 
at No. 15 TCU, Saturday. 

18. Arizona (10-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 3 Arizona State, Saturday. 

18. Baylor (10-2) did not play. Next: at 
No. 21 Texas Tech, Friday. 

20. Cincinnati (11-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Memphis, Sunday, Dec. 31. 

21. Tennessee (9-2) beat Wake Forest 
79-60. Next: at Arkansas, Saturday. 

21. Texas Tech (11-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 18 Baylor, Friday. 

23. Seton Hall (11-2) beat Manhattan 
74-62. Next: vs. No. 25 Creighton, Thurs¬ 
day. 

24. Florida State (11-1) did not play. 
Next: at No. 4 Duke, Saturday. 

25. Creighton (10-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 23 Seton Hall, Thursday. 

Saturday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Boston College 78, Richmond 73, OT 
CCSU 76, Mass.-Lowell 73 
George Washington 58, Harvard 48 
Georgetown 89, Alabama A&M 49 
Niagara 89, Cornell 86 

S. Illinois 74, Duquesne 64 
Seton Hall 74, Manhattan 62 
St. Peter’s 71, St. Francis Brooklyn 68, 
OT 

West Virginia 86, Fordham 69 

SOUTH 

Auburn 89, UConn 64 
Georgia St. 71, Chattanooga 48 
Louisville 74, Grand Canyon 56 
' jyola (Md.) 71 

70, Southern Miss. 64 
t. 63, Miami 54 


Bryant scores 27 points and grabs nine 
rebounds to lead Los Angeles in the 92-83 
win. Lakers coach Phil Jackson reaches 
1,000 victories. Jackson, the sixth coach to 
reach 1,000, has a career record of 1,000- 
423 with Chicago and the Lakers. 

2008 — New Orleans guard Chris Paul 
has his NBA-record steals streak end at 
108 games in the Hornets’ 88-68 loss to 
Orlando. 

2012 — The Los Angeles Clippers extend 
their franchise-record winning streak to 
14 games with a 112-100 win over the Den¬ 
ver Nuggets. The Clippers claim the NBA’s 
best record at 22-6 in the finale of a Christ¬ 
mas Day doubleheader at Staples Center. 
In the first game, Kobe Bryant scores 34 
points in his NBA-record 15th Christmas 
Day game to lead the Lakers to a 100-94 
win over the New York Knicks 100-94. 

2016 — Ben Roethlisberger shakes off 
a pair of interceptions to throw two late 
touchdowns, including a 4-yard strike to 
Antonio Brown with 9 seconds remain¬ 
ing to lift the Steelers to a 31-27 victory 
over the Baltimore Ravens. Brown catches 
Roethlisberger’s pass just short of the 
goal line and stretches the ball into the 
end zone with his left hand to cap a wild 
fourth quarter and give Pittsburgh the 
AFC North title. The win is the 600th regu¬ 
lar-season victory in franchise history. 
Roethlisberger afso becomes the 10th 
player in NFL history to throw for at least 
300 career touchdowns. 


Fight schedule 

Dec. 30 

At Yokohama, Japan, Naoya Inoue vs. 
Yoan Boyeaux, 12, for Inoue’s WBO junior 
bantamweight title; Ken Shiro vs. Gil- 
berto Pedroza, 12, for Shiro’s WBC junior 
flyweight title; Satoshi Shimizu vs. Filipi¬ 
no Edward Mancito, 12, featherweights; 
Takuma Inoue vs. Kentaro Masuda, 10, 
bantamweights. 

Dec. 31 

At Tokyo, Milan Melindo vs. Ryoichi 
Taguchi, 12, Melindo’s IBF and Taguchi’s 
WBA World junior flyweight titles; Hiroto 
Kyoguchi vs. Carlos Buitrago, 12, for Kyo- 
gucni’s IBF strawweight title; Sho Kimura 
vs. Toshiyuki Igarashi, 12, for Kimura’s 
WBO flyweight title. 

2018 

Jan. 6 

At Accra, Ghana, Cesar Juarez vs. 
Isaac Dogboe, 12, for the vacant interim 
WBO junior featherweight title. 

Jan. 12 

At Turning Stone Resort & Casino, Ve¬ 
rona, N.Y., Jesse Hernandez vs. Ernesto 
Garza, 10, junior featherweights. 

Jan. 20 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., Er¬ 
rol Spence Jr. vs. Lamont Peterson, 12, for 
Spence’s IBF welterweight title; Robert 
Easter vs. Javier Fortuna, 12, for Easter’s 
IBF lightweight title; Marcus Browne vs. 
Francy Ntetu, 10, light heavyweights; 
Adam Kownacki vs. lago Kiladze, 10, 
heavyweights. 

Jan. 27 

At Riga, Latvia, Oleksandr Usyk vs. 
Mairis Briedis, 12, for WBO Usyk’s and 
Briedis' WBC World cruiserweight titles 
(World Boxing Super Series semifinals). 

At The Forum, Inglewood, Calif. (HBO), 
Lucas Matthysse vs. Tewa Kiram, 12, 
for the vacant WBA World welterweight 
title; Jorge Linares vs. Mercito Gesta, 12, 
for Linares’ WBA lightweight title. 

Feb. 2 

At WinnaVegas Casino & Resort, 
Sloan, Iowa, Ronald Ellis vs. Junior You- 
nan, 10, for the vacant USBA super mid¬ 
dleweight title. 

Feb. 3 

At Alder, Russia, Murat Gassiev vs. 
Yunier Dorticos, 12, for Gassiev’s IBF and 
Dorticos’ WBA World cruiserweight titles 
(World Boxing Super Series semifinals). 

At Bank of America Center, Corpus 
Christi, Texas, Gilberto Ramirez vs. Habib 


North Carolina 86, Ohio St. 72 
Tennessee 79, Wake Forest 60 
UAB 74, MVSU 57 

MIDWEST 

Dayton 79, Wagner 67 

III.-Chicago 84, Trinity (IL) Christian 
College 45 

Illinois 70, Missouri 64 
Illinois St. 72, Evansville 66 
Minnesota 95, FAU 60 
Princeton 64, Akron 62 
Toledo 77, Cleveland St. 62 
Wisconsin 81, Green Bay 60 
SOUTHWEST 
NC A&T 74, Lamar 70 
FAR WEST 

BYU 73, Texas Southern 52 
Colorado St. 68, Long Beach St. 66 
Idaho St. 67, CS Northridge 55 
Miami 75, Hawaii 57 
Radford 72, UC Davis 62, OT 
San Francisco 66, Nevada 64 
Seattle 95, Nicholls 89 
Southern Cal 89, Middle Tennessee 84 
UC Santa Barbara 82, Sacramento St. 
72 

UCLA 83, Kentucky 75 

Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

This week 

1. UConn (10-0) beat Oklahoma 88-64; 
beat Duquesne 104-52. 

2. Notre Dame (11-1) beat Marquette 

91- 85, OT. 

3. Louisville (14-0) beat Air Force 62- 
50. 

4. South Carolina (11-1) beat Temple 
87-60. 

5. Mississippi State (13-0) beat UNLV 
103-63. beat Syracuse 76-65. 

6. Baylor (10-1) beat Nicholls State 85- 
43. 

7. Tennessee (12-0) beat No. 18 Stan¬ 
ford 83-71. 

8. Texas (9-1) did not play. 

9. West Virginia (12-0) beat Morgan 
State 84-41; beat Morehead State 66-56. 

10. Oregon (10-2) beat No. 19 Texas 
A&M 84-62; beat Hawaii 85-44. 

11. UCLA (9-2) beat Fordham 67-30. 

12. Ohio State (11-2) did not play. 

13. Florida State (11-1) beat Creighton 

92- 82. 

14. Duke (10-2) beat Maine 69-39; beat 
Wyoming 63-40. 

15. Maryland (11-2) beat Coppin State 
113-48. 

16. Missouri (12-1) beat Xavier 74-48; 
beat Illinois 72-55. 

17. Oregon State (9-2) beat UC Davis 
61-47 

18. Stanford (6-6) lost to Western Illi¬ 
nois 71-64; lost to No. 7 Tennessee 83-71. 

19. Texas A&M (10-3) beat Hawaii 103- 
59; lost to No. 10 Oregon 84-62. 

20. Villanova (10-0) beat La Salle 76- 
49. 

21. Green Bay (10-1) beat Northwest¬ 
ern 63-57. 

22. South Florida (10-3) beat Dayton 

93- 87, OT; lost to Michigan State 83-73. 

23. Michigan (11-2) beat Delaware 
State 105-36. 

24. California (9-2) beat Kentucky 62- 
52. 

25. Iowa (12-1) beat Drake 79-66. 


Ahmed, 12, for Ramirez’s WBO super 
middleweight titles; Jerwin Ancajas vs. 
Israel Gonzalez, 12, for Ancajas’ IBF su¬ 
per flyweight title. 

Feb. 10 

At Copper Box Arena, London, Zolani 
Tete vs. Omar Narvaez, 12, for Tete’s 
WBO bantamweight title. 

At Alamodome, San Antonio, Sergey 
Lipinets vs. Mikey Garcia, 12, for Lipin- 
ets’s IBF junior welterweight title; Rane¬ 
es Barthelemy vs. Kiryl Relikh, 12, for 
the vacant WBA super lightweight title; 
Richard Commey vs. Alejandro Luna, 12, 
lightweights. 

At Hartman Arena, Park City, Kansas, 
Tramaine Williams vs. Alexei Collado, 12, 
for the vacant WBO International super 
bantamweight title. 

Feb. 16 

At Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 
Reno, Nev., Raymundo Beltran vs. Pau- 
lus Moses, 12, for the vacant WBO World 
lightweight title. 

Feb. 17 

At Manchester, England, George 
Groves vs. Chris Eubank Jr., 12, for Groves’ 
WBA Super World and Eubanks’ IBO su¬ 
per middleweight titles (World Boxing 
Super Series semifinals); Ryan Walsh vs. 
Isaac Lowe, 12, for Walsh’s British feath¬ 
erweight title; Arfan Iqbal vs. Simon Val- 
lily, 10, for Iqbal’s English cruiserweight 
title. 

At Mandalay Bay Events Center, Las 
Vegas (SHO), Danny Garcia vs. Brandon 
Rios, 12, welterweights; David Benavi¬ 
dez vs. Ronald Gavril, 12, for Benavidez’s 
WBC World super middleweight title. 

Feb. 24 

At the Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Wisak- 
sil Wangek vs. Juan Francisco Estrada, 12, 
for Wangek’s WBC World super flyweight 
title; Carlos Cuadras vs. McWilliams Ar¬ 
royo, 10, junior bantamweights. 

Feb. 28 

At Korakuen Hall, Tokyo, Danny Ro¬ 
man vs. Ryo Matsumoto, 12, for Roman's 
WBA super bantamweight title. 

March 3 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Sergey Kovalev vs. Igor Mikhalkin, 12, for 
Kovalev's WBO-IBO light heavyweight 
titles. 

March 17 

At Madison Square Garden Theatre, 
New York, Jose Ramirez vs. Amir Imam, 
12, for the vacant WBO junior welter¬ 
weight title. 
















Page 26 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Monday, December 25,2017 


NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 35 26 7 2 54 133 87 

Toronto 37 22 14 1 45 122 104 

Boston 34 19 10 5 43 101 89 

Montreal 36 16 16 4 36 98 114 

Florida 36 15 16 5 35 103 119 

Detroit 35 13 15 7 33 96 113 

Ottawa 34 11 15 8 30 92 114 

Buffalo 36 9 20 7 25 78 120 

Metropolitan Division 
New Jersey 35 21 9 5 47 113 103 

Washington 37 22 13 2 46 114 107 

Columbus 37 22 13 2 46 105 99 

N.Y. Islanders 36 19 13 4 42 130 127 

N.Y. Rangers 36 19 13 4 42 117 104 

Carolina 35 16 12 7 39 99 109 

Pittsburgh 37 18 16 3 39 104 118 

Philadelphia 36 15 13 8 38 99 103 

Western Conference 

Central Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

St. Louis 38 23 13 2 48 113 94 

Nashville 35 21 9 5 47 116 99 

Winnipeg 37 20 11 6 46 121 105 

Dallas 37 20 14 3 43 110 106 

Chicago 35 17 13 5 39 103 94 

Minnesota 36 18 15 3 39 102 106 

Colorado 35 17 15 3 37 112 113 

Pacific Division 

Vegas 34 23 9 2 48 119 100 

Los Angeles 37 22 11 4 48 109 85 

San Jose 34 19 11 4 42 95 84 

Anaheim 37 16 13 8 40 101 108 

Calgary 36 18 15 3 39 101 106 

Edmonton 36 17 17 2 36 108 113 

Vancouver 37 15 17 5 35 98 121 

Arizona 38 8 25 5 21 85 133 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Friday’s games 
Buffalo 4, Philadelphia 2 
Florida 4, Minnesota 2 
Montreal 3, Calgary 2 
Arizona 3, Washington 2, OT 
Saturday’s games 
Boston 3, Detroit 1 
N.Y. Islanders 5, Winnipeg 2 
Edmonton 4, Montreal 1 
Anaheim 4, Pittsburgh 0 
New Jersey 4, Chicago 1 
Tampa Bay 3, Minnesota 0 
Florida 1, Ottawa 0 
Carolina 4, Buffalo 2 
Columbus 2, Philadelphia 1, SO 
Toronto 3, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Colorado 6, Arizona 2 
Dallas 4, Nashville 3, SO 
Vegas 3, Washington 0 
San Jose 2, Los Angeles 0 
St. Louis 3, Vancouver 1 

Sunday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Wednesday’s games 
Montreal at Carolina 
Columbus at Pittsburgh 
Detroit at New Jersey 
Buffalo at N.Y. Islanders 
Ottawa at Boston 
Washington at N.Y. Rangers 
Nashville at St. Louis 
Dallas at Minnesota 
Edmonton at Winnipeg 
Arizona at Colorado 
Vegas at Anaheim 

Saturday 

Avalanche 6, Coyotes 2 

Colorado 0 4 2-6 

Arizona 0 1 1-2 

Second Period —1, Colorado, Soder- 
berg 5 (Nemeth, Nieto), 10:20. 2, Colora¬ 
do, Compher 6 (Zadorov, Kerfoot), 11:36 
(pp). 3, Colorado, Yakupov 8 (Barberio), 
13:26 (pp). 4, Colorado, Nieto 5 (Comeau, 
Kerfoot), 14:06. 5, Arizona, Stepan 7 
(Keller), 18:12 (sh). 

Third Period— 6 , Arizona, Stepan 8 
(Martinook), 8:08 (sh). 7, Colorado, An- 
drighetto 6 (Jost, Wilson), 8:37 (pp). 8, 
Colorado, Soderberg 6 (Barberio, Ran- 
tanen), 13:31. 

Shots on Goal— Colorado 13-7-8—28. 
Arizona 13-12-8-33. 

Power-play opportunities— Colorado 
3 of 7; Arizona 0 of 5. 

Goalies— Colorado, Varlamov 12-8-2 
(33 shots-31 saves). Arizona, Wedge- 
wood 4-6-3 (9-6), Raanta 4-10-2 (19-16). 
A-11,838 (17,125). T-2:29. 

Stars 4, Predators 3 (SO) 

Nashville 2 0 10-3 

Dallas 1 2 0 0-4 

Dallas won shootout 2-0. 

First Period— 1, Nashville, Emelin 1 
(Johansen, Arvidsson), 0:34. 2, Nashville, 
Jarnkrok 9 (Sissons), 7:03 (sh). 3, Dallas, 
Seguin 17 (Benn, Klingberg), 12:13 (pp). 

Second Period— 4, Dallas, Roussel 
5 (Klingberg, Pitlick), 10:05. 5, Dallas, 
Hanzal 3 (Spezza, G.Smith), 13:18. 

Third Period— 6 , Nashville, Johansen 5 
(Subban), 4:45 (pp). 

Overtime— None. 

Shootout— Nashville 0 (Forsberg NG, 
Fiala NG), Dallas 2 (Radulov G, Spezza 
NG, Seguin G). 

Shots on Goal— Nashville 8-8-11-5-32. 
Dallas 10-13-4-1-28. 

Power-play opportunities— Nashville 
1 of 4; Dallas 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Nashville, Saros 3-3-2 (28 
shots-25 saves). Dallas, Bishop 15-9-2 
(32-29). 

A-18,532 (18,532). T-2:53. 


Blue Jackets 2, Flyers 1 (SO) 

Philadelphia 0 10 0-1 

Columbus 1 0 0 0-2 

Columbus won shootout 1-0. 

First Period— 1, Columbus, Jones 7 
(Panarin, Bjorkstrand), 17:08 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Philadelphia, Prov- 
orov 5 (Giroux, Couturier), 3:56. 

Shootout— Philadelphia 0 (Couturier 
NG, Giroux NG, Voracek NG), Columbus 1 
(Atkinson NG, Panarin NG, Dubois G). 

Shots on Goal— Philadelphia 10-11-6- 
4-31. Columbus 9-11-15-1-36. 

Power-play opportunities— Philadel¬ 
phia 0 of 3; Columbus 1 Of 3. 

Goalies— Philadelphia, Elliott 13-8- 
7 (36 shots-35 saves). Columbus, Bo¬ 
brovsky 18-10-2 (31-30). 

A-17,812 (18,500). T-2:44. 

Golden Knights 3, Capitals 0 

Washington 0 0 0-0 

Vegas 3 0 0-3 

First Period— 1, Vegas, Tuch 8 (Leipsic, 
Eakin), 2:37.2, Vegas, Lindberg 7 (Nosek), 
7:39. 3, Vegas, Karlsson 16 (Smith, 
Marchessault), 14:55. 

Shots on Goal— Washington 9-7-10— 
26. Vegas 17-5-6-28. 

Power-play opportunities— Washing¬ 
ton 0 of 4; Vegas 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Washington, Holtby 20-8-0 
(28 shots-25 saves). Vegas, Fleury 6-1-1 
(26-26). 

A-18,025 (17,367). T-2:23. 

Devils 4, Blackhawks 1 

Chicago 0 1 0-1 

New Jersey 3 0 1-4 

First Period— 1, New Jersey, Boyle 
10, 2:48. 2, New Jersey, Palmieri 5 (Hall, 
Butcher), 9:20 (pp). 3, New Jersey, Zacha 
3 (Butcher, Noesen), 13:22. 

Second Period— 4, Chicago, Kane 15 
(Rutta, Forsling), 17:18. 

Third Period— 5, New Jersey, Hall 12 
(Wood), 2:02. 

Shots on Goal— Chicago 9-22-9—40. 
New Jersey 9-7-13—29. 

Power-play opportunities— Chicago 0 
of 2; New Jersey 1 of 1. 

Goalies— Chicago, Forsberg 1-4-3 (22 
shots-21 saves), Crawford 16-9-2 (7-4). 
New Jersey, Schneider 16-6-4 (40-39). 

A-16,514 (16,514). T-2:32. 

Ducks 4, Penguins 0 

Anaheim 2 2 0-4 

Pittsburgh 0 0 0-0 

First Period— 1, Anaheim, Kase 9, 3:10. 
2, Anaheim, Rakell 10 (Getzlaf), 10:35. 

Second Period— 3, Anaheim, Cogliano 
5 (Montour), 3:42 (sh). 4, Anaheim, Fowl¬ 
er 4 (Silfverberg, Rakell), 19:56 (pp). 
Third Period— None. 

Shots on Goal— Anaheim 11-6-6—23. 
Pittsburgh 9-13-7-29. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 1 
of 2; Pittsburgh 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Anaheim, Gibson 11-11-4 (29 
shots-29 saves). Pittsburgh, Jarry 5-2-2 
(10-9), Murray 13-10-1 (13-10). 

A-18,622 (18,387). T-2:25. 

Hurricanes 4, Sabres 2 

Buffalo 0 2 0-2 

Carolina 1 3 0-4 

First Period —1, Carolina, Aho 8 (Tera- 
vainen, Pesce), 0:33. 

Second Period— 2, Carolina, Staal 10 
(Teravainen, Lindholm), 1:53 (pp). 3, Buf¬ 
falo, Beaulieu 1 (Larsson, Eichel), 2:44. 4, 
Carolina, Faulk 2 (Teravainen, Aho), 4:35. 

5, Carolina, Faulk3 (Skinner, Slavin), 11:16. 

6, Buffalo, Girgensons 2 (Eichel), 13:41. 
Shots on Goal— Buffalo 8-6-8—22. Car¬ 
olina 6-18-14—38. 

Power-play opportunities— Buffalo 0 
of 2; Carolina 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Buffalo, Johnson 1-6-3 (38 
shots-34 saves). Carolina, Ward 8-2-1 
(22-20). 

A-14,470 (18,680). T-2:26. 

Bruins 3, Red Wings 1 

Detroit 1 0 0-1 

Boston 1 0 2-3 

First Period— 1, Boston, Marchand 15 
(Pastrnak, Backes), 13:37 (pp). 2, Detroit, 
Nielsen 9 (Helm), 14:38 (sh). 

Third Period— 3, Boston, Bergeron 9 
(Pastrnak, Marchand), 6:11. 4, Boston, 
Bergeron 10 (Marchand, Backes), 19:46. 

Shots on Goal— Detroit 6-13-12—31. 
Boston 11-9-6-26. 

Power-play opportunities— Detroit 0 
of 2; Boston 1 of 2. 

Goalies- Detroit, Howard 10-11-6 (25 
shots-23 saves). Boston, Rask 11-8-3 (31- 
30). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:28. 

Sharks 2, Kings 0 

Los Angeles 0 0 0-0 

San Jose 0 1 1-2 

Second Period— 1, San Jose, Sorensen 
3 (Boedker, DeMelo), 10:01. 

Third Period— 2, San Jose, Pavelski 8 
(Burns), 7:35 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Los Angeles 9-11-8— 
28. San Jose 9-12-10-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
les 0 of 2; San Jose 1 of 5. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, Quick 17-11-1 
(31 shots-29 saves). San Jose, Jones 12- 
8-3 (28-28). 

A-17,562 (17,562). T-2:30. 


Blues 3, Canucks 1 

St. Louis 1 1 1-3 

Vancouver 0 1 0-1 

First Period— 1, St. Louis, Berglund 5 
(Brodziak, Jaskin), 11:17. 

Second Period— 2, Vancouver, Boeser 
20 (Gagner, Vanek), 1:46. 3, St. Louis, 
Brodziak 6 (Upshall), 18:30. 

Third Period— 4, St. Louis, Steen 4 
(Tarasenko), 19:07. 

Shots on Goal— St. Louis 8-12-14-34. 
Vancouver 8-10-13—31. 

Power-play opportunities— St. Louis 0 
of 2; Vancouver 0 of 2. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Allen 17-10-2 (31 
shots-30 saves). Vancouver, Markstrom 
9-11-4 (33-31). 

A- 17,919 (18,910). T— 2:31. 

Oilers 4, Canadiens 1 

Montreal 0 1 0-1 

Edmonton 2 1 1-4 

First Period— 1, Edmonton, Strome 7 
(Khaira, Draisaitl), 13:49. 2, Edmonton, 
McDavid 14 (Russell, Nurse), 15:50. 

Second Period— 3, Edmonton, Lucic 9 
(Draisaitl, McDavid), 4:21 (pp). 4, Montre¬ 
al, Shaw 9 (Byron, Morrow), 12:55 (pp). 

Third Period— 5, Edmonton, Khaira 6 
(Draisaitl), 18:02. 

Shots on Goal— Montreal 11-12-7-30. 
Edmonton 12-10-13—35. 

Power-play opportunities— Montreal 
1 of 2; Edmonton 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Montreal, Niemi 0-5-1 (34 
shots-31 saves). Edmonton, Talbot 14-10- 
1 (30-29). 

A—18,347 (18,641). T-2:32. 

Panthers 1, Senators 0 

Ottawa 0 0 0-0 

Florida 0 1 0-1 

Second Period— 1, Florida, Huberdeau 
12 (Yandle, Bjugstad), 1:36. 

Shots on Goal— Ottawa 7-13-18—38. 
Florida 12-18-8-38. 

Power-play opportunities— Ottawa 0 
Of 2; Florida Oof 3. 

Goalies— Ottawa, Condon 2-4-4 (38 
shots-37 saves). Florida, Reimer 9-9-4 
(38-38). 

A-13,694 (19,250). T-2:34. 

Maple Leafs 3, Rangers 2 

Toronto 1 2 0-3 

N.Y. Rangers 0 1 1-2 

First Period —1, Toronto, Nylander 7 
(Rielly, Matthews), 17:14. 

Second Period— 2, Toronto, Hainsey 3 
(Rielly, Marner), 0:50 (pp). 3, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Vesey 8, 2:37. 4, Toronto, Matthews 
14 (Nylander, Hyman), 11:22. 

Third Period-5, N.Y. Rangers, Miller 7 
(Buchnevich, Kreider), 11:25. 

Shots on Goal— Toronto 10-13-14-37. 
N.Y. Rangers 11-9-12—32. 

Power-play opportunities— Toronto 1 
Of 6; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Toronto, Andersen 19-10-1 
(32 shots-30 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lun- 
dqvist 17-9-3 (37-34). 

A-18,006 (18,006). T-2:46. 

Lightning 3, Wild 0 

Minnesota 0 0 0-0 

Tampa Bay 0 0 3-3 

Third Period— 1, Tampa Bay, Girardi 2 
(Point), 17:18. 2, Tampa Bay, Johnson 9 
(Dotchin), 18:10. 3, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 
24 (Namestnikov, Girardi), 19:07. 

Shots on Goal— Minnesota 10-7-5—22. 
Tampa Bay 12-8-11—31. 

Power-play opportunities— Minnesota 
0 of 6; Tampa Bay 0 of 6. 

Goalies— Minnesota, Stalock 6-7-1 (30 
shots-28 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 
23-5-1 (22-22). 

A—19,092 (19,092). T-2:31. 

Islanders 5, Jets 2 

Winnipeg 1 0 1-2 

N.Y Islanders 3 0 2-5 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 22 
(Bailey, Leddy), 1:31 (pp). 2, N.Y. Island¬ 
ers, Barzal 10 (Ladd, Eberle), 2:20.3, Win¬ 
nipeg, Poolman 1 (Ehlers, Chiarot), 13:42. 
4, N.Y. Islanders, Barzal 11 (Boychuk, Eb¬ 
erle), 19:24. 

Third Period— 5, N.Y. Islanders, Barzal 
12 (Ladd, Eberle), 11:22. 6, N.Y. Islanders, 
Beauvillier 4 (Tavares), 15:01. 7, Winni¬ 
peg, Lowry 7 (Armia, Connor), 18:24. 

Shots on Goal— Winnipeg 12-10-18- 
40. N.Y. Islanders 12-7-10-29. 

Power-play opportunities— Winnipeg 
0 of 3; N.Y. Islanders 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Winnipeg, Mason 2-6-1 (29 
shots-24 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Halak 10- 
8-2 (40-38). 

A-13,589 (15,795). T-2:30. 

Calendar 

Jan. 1 — Winter Classic: Buffalo at 
New York Rangers, at Citi Field. 

Jan. 27-28 — All-Star weekend, Tampa, 
Fla. 

Feb. 26 — Trade deadline. 

March 3 — Stadium Series: Toronto at 
Washington, at U.S. Naval Academy, An¬ 
napolis, Md. 

April 7 — Last day regular season. 
April 11 — Playoffs begin. 



Julio Cortez/AP 


Devils goalie Cory Schneider, left, blocks a shot as teammate right 
wing Kyle Palmieri, right, defends against Blackhawks left wing 
Patrick Sharp during the third period on Saturday. 

Roundup 


Schneider, Devils 
beat Blackhawks 


Associated Press 

NEWARK, N.J. — Cory Sch¬ 
neider was sharp for the Devils. 
Corey Crawford had a rough night 
for the Blackhawks. That was ba¬ 
sically the difference on Saturday. 

Schneider made 39 saves, Tay¬ 
lor Hall had a goal and an assist 
and New Jersey beat Chicago 4-1. 

Schneider was at his best in 
the second, when he stopped 21 
shots. 

“We expect nothing less out of 
that team when they’re down and 
against the ropes, that they’re 
going to swing back and that’s 
where I come in,” Schneider said. 
“It’s my job to be good at the right 
time.” 

Brian Boyle, Kyle Palmieri and 
Pavel Zacha scored first-period 
goals as the Devils jumped out to 
a 3-0 lead and chased Crawford 
for the second time this season. 

Crawford had a 2.18 goals- 
against average coming in but 
was lifted after giving up three 
goals on seven shots. 

Down by three, Chicago pushed 
hard in the second period. Sch¬ 
neider yielded only one goal dur¬ 
ing the barrage, a milestone for 
Patrick Kane at 17:18. 

Sharks 2, Kings O: Martin 
Jones had 28 saves, Joe Pavel¬ 
ski scored for the second time in 
three games and host San Jose 
beat Los Angeles. 

Maple Leafs 3, Rangers 2: 
Auston Matthews had a goal and 
an assist in his return from a con¬ 
cussion, leading Toronto to the 
road win. 

Golden Knights 3, Capitals 0: 

Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 26 
shots for his first shutout with 
host Vegas, William Karlsson 
scored during a three-goal first 
period and the Golden Knights 
beat Washington. 

Ducks 4, Penguins 0: At Pitts¬ 
burgh, Anaheim goaltender John 
Gibson stopped 29 shots for his 
first shutout of the season. Rickard 
Rakell, Andrew Cogliano, Ondrej 
Kase and Cam Fowler scored for 
the Ducks, who wrapped up a six- 
game road trip with a flourish. 

Lightning 3, Wild O: Andrei 
Vasilevskiy stopped 22 shots, 
Dan Girardi sparked a three-goal 


barrage with 2:42 left and host 
Tampa Bay beat Minnesota. 

Bruins 3, Red Wings 1: Pa¬ 
trice Bergeron scored twice in the 
third period, helping host Boston 
to its fourth straight victory. 

Brad Marchand had a goal and 
two assists and Tuukka Rask 
finished with 30 saves for the 
Bruins. 

Islanders 5, Jets 2: Mathew 
Barzal scored three times and 
Jaroslav Halak made 38 saves, 
leading host New York to the 
victory. 

Oilers 4, Canadiens 1: Edmon¬ 
ton star Connor McDavid had a 
goal and an assist before leav¬ 
ing after blocking a shot with his 
skate late in the third period. 

Coach Todd McLellan said X- 
rays came back negative and he 
expects McDavid to be back in 
the lineup when the Oilers return 
to play next week 

Blues 3, Canucks 1: Kyle 
Brodziak had a goal and an assist, 
and visiting St. Louis snapped a 
three-game skid with a victory 
over Vancouver. 

Hurricanes 4, Sabres 2: Jus¬ 
tin Faulk scored two goals, Teuvo 
Teravainen had three assists and 
host Carolina beat Buffalo. 

The Hurricanes won five of 
their past six games and have 
points in seven of the past nine. 

Blue Jackets 2, Flyers 1 (SO): 
Pierre-Luc DuBois’ first NHL 
shootout goal lifted host Colum¬ 
bus to its 11th consecutive home 
victory over Philadelphia dating 
to 2008. 

Panthers 1, Senators O: James 
Reimer made 38 saves and Jona¬ 
than Huberdeau scored in the 
second period, leading Florida to 
the win at home. 

Avalanche 6, Coyotes 2: Carl 
Soderberg scored twice, the first 
to start a four-goal burst in the 
second period, and visiting Colo¬ 
rado routed Arizona. 

Stars 4, Predators 3 (SO): 
Alexander Radulov and Tyler 
Seguin scored during the shoot¬ 
out, Ben Bishop had 29 saves and 
host Dallas beat Nashville. 

Bishop was 2-for-2 in the shoot¬ 
out after surviving a 5-on-3 dur¬ 
ing overtime. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


UCLA upsets No. 7 Kentucky 

Holiday, Wilkes lead way for Bruins in front of pro-Wildcats crowd 


By Brett Martel 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — UCLA 
guard Aaron Holiday delivered 
a steadying performance and a 
clutch finish to a made-for-TV 
holiday weekend event. 

And he did it in the same arena 
where his brother, Jrue Holiday, 
plays home games in the NBA 
— albeit to the disappointment of 
a decidedly pro-Kentucky crowd. 

Holiday capped a 20-point 
performance with a pivotal driv¬ 
ing scoop and two free throws in 
the final 33 seconds, and UCLA 
upset No. 7 Kentucky 83-75 on 
Saturday. 

“It’s always special when you 
can play where your brother’s 
played,” Holiday said. “Obvious¬ 
ly, he’s doing really well right now 
(with the New Orleans Pelicans), 
so that’s good. But just to get the 
win out here, it’s just awesome.” 

Kris Wilkes also scored 20 
points, and Thomas Welsh added 
13 points and 11 rebounds for 
UCLA (9-3), which won for the 
seventh time in 15 meetings be¬ 
tween these historical college 
basketball powerhouses. 

Bruins coach Steve Alford 
thought the victory was an impor¬ 
tant step for a squad relying on 


freshmen like Wilkes and some 
returning players who didn’t see 
heavy minutes last season. 

“It’s good for them to see that, 
you know what, we can win a 
game like this,” Alford said. “If 
we keep growing, we could be 
pretty good.” 

Hamidou Diallo scored 18 
points and Wenyen Gabriel added 
a season-high 16 points for Ken¬ 
tucky (9-2), which lost for the first 
time in eight games. 

“We’re better than this,” said 
Kentucky coach John Calipari, 
who harped on his players’ poor 
decision-making and inconsistent 
effort. “Maybe it was Christmas, 
but (UCLA) didn’t have that issue 
and they flew from across the 
country. And hats off to them. 
They played well. They made 
shots they had to make. They 
made free throws they had to 
make.” 

Kevin Knox had 15 points for 
Kentucky on an array of perim¬ 
eter shots and slashing dunks, but 
Kentucky didn’t shoot well overall. 
The Wildcats went 6-for-21 from 
three-point range and were out- 
shot overall, 47.5 percent (29-for- 
61) to 42.6 percent (29-for-68). 

Kentucky hit only two of 10 
three-point shots in the first half. 


Big picture 

UCLA: Hands, who scored 14 
points on 5-of-10 shooting, and 
Prince Ali, who had 12 points 
on 4-of-7 from the field, gave the 
Bruins the balanced, efficient 
scoring they needed to hold off an 
explosive but inconsistent Ken¬ 
tucky squad. 

Kentucky: The Wildcats dem¬ 
onstrated the requisite athleti¬ 
cism and talent to win the game 
with spectacular highlights on 
both ends of the court. Ultimate¬ 
ly, they were done in by careless 
passing and a propensity to settle 
for deep or difficult shots against 
a team playing well enough to 
make them pay for their mistakes. 
Some of their 14 turnovers — in¬ 
cluding nine in the second half 
— were caused by UCLA’s sound 
positioning and active hands. But 
others were passes to spots vacat¬ 
ed by teammates who apparently 
were not on the same page. 

“We tried to make the hardest 
plays when we were in the guts 
of the game,” Calipari said as he 
began to mock his players’ thought 
processes. “I have a chance for a 
layup? I’m going to pull up and 
shoot this. ... I don’t get an ‘ooh’ 
and an ‘ah’ when I make an easy 
play. I like to make this look-away, 
throw-over-my-shoulder pass.” 



Scott Threlkeld/AP 

Bruins guard Aaron Holiday, right, shoots over Kentucky’s Shai 
Gilgeous-Alexander on Saturday in New Orleans. UCLA won 83-75. 


Top 25 roundup 

UNC bounces back, beats Ohio St. 



Scott Threlkeld/AP 


North Carolina forward Theo Pinson 
dunks over Ohio State forward Keita 
Bates-Diop, right, in New Orleans on 
Saturday. North Carolina won 86-72. 


Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Joel Berry II and 
Theo Pinson each scored 19 points, and No. 
5 North Carolina bounced back from a loss 
to Wofford with a convincing 86-72 victory 
over Ohio State on Saturday. 

Pinson scored six points on flawless 
free throw shooting inside the final 1:06 of 
the game as the Tar Heels (11-2) kept the 
Buckeyes (10-4) at bay in the CBS Sports 
Classic. 

Cameron Johnson scored 13 points in 
just his second game for North Carolina, 
which had 13 three-pointers. 

Keita Bates-Diop had 26 points — one 
point shy of his career high — for Ohio 
State. He shot 10 of 17 for the game and 
scored 19 points in the second half, includ¬ 
ing eight straight for Ohio State during a 
late 13-4 run that briefly pulled the Buck¬ 
eyes within 78-69 with 1:10 to play. 

New Mexico State 63, No. 6 Miami 54: 
Zach Lofton scored nine of his 15 points 
in the second half and New Mexico State 
knocked off Miami in the Diamond Head 


Classic semifinals in Honolulu. 

The Aggies (11-2) beat a ranked team for 
the first time in 10 seasons and handed the 
Hurricanes (10-1) their first loss, leaving 
Villanova, Arizona State and TCU the lone 
undefeated Division I teams. 

Lofton, a 6-foot-4 senior guard, added 
nine rebounds and three assists. DJ 
Vasiljevic led Miami with 15 points. 

No. 10 West Virginia 86, Fordham 69: 
Jevon Carter and Sagaba Konate had dou¬ 
ble-doubles to lead host West Virginia. 

The Mountaineers (11-1) started out a 
little sluggish in the first half, unable to 
prevent Fordham runs over the first 7 min¬ 
utes of the game but they were able to lead 
by 16 with 4 minutes left in the half. 

Carter had 10 points and a career-high 
12 assists while Konate had 12 points and 
11 rebounds as the Mountaineers won their 
11th straight. 

Will Tavares led Fordham (5-7) with 18 
points and seven rebounds. 

No. 21 Tennessee 79, Wake Forest 

60: Jordan Bowden scored 17 points and 
visiting Tennessee shot 59 percent after 


halftime. 

The Volunteers (9-2) led by one at the 
half but took control by scoring on seven 
of 10 possessions coming out of the break. 
That pushed Tennessee to a 52-43 lead, a 
margin that never slipped to fewer than 
five as the Demon Deacons struggled for a 
sustained push. 

Keyshawn Woods scored 18 points for 
the Demon Deacons (7-5), who had won six 
straight. 

No. 23 Seton Hall 74, Manhattan 

62: Angel Delgado scored 15 points and 
grabbed 18 rebounds, Khadeen Carrington 
scored 15 and Desi Rodriguez added 13 
points, seven rebounds and five assists for 
host Seton Hall. 

The victory was the seventh in eight 
games for the Pirates (11-2). 

Myles Powell had 13 points for Seton 
Hall before he was ejected in an alterca¬ 
tion right before halftime. Michael Nzei 
had 10 points to give the Pirates five play¬ 
ers in double figures. 

The Jaspers (5-7) were led by Zane Wa¬ 
terman who had 18 points. 
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Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet 

Boston 27 9 .750 

Toronto 23 8 .742 

New York 17 15 .531 

Philadelphia 14 18 .438 

Brooklyn 12 20 .375 

Southeast Division 
Washington 18 15 .545 


Miami 

Charlotte 

Orlando 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Milwaukee 

Chicago 


16 .515 
21 .364 
23 .324 


Central Division 


9 .727 
14 .576 
14 .563 
14 .548 
22 .313 


Western Conference 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Memphis 
Dallas 

Minnesota 
Oklahoma City 
Denver 
Portland 
Utah 


Pacific Division 


23 11 .676 3'/z 

17 16 .515 9 

10 23 .303 16 

9 25 .265 17’/z 

Division 
20 13 .606 - 

18 15 .545 2 

18 15 .545 2 

17 16 .515 3 

15 19 .441 5'/z 


7 .788 - 

13 19 .406 12'/z 

11 20 .355 14 


Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 

Sacramento 

Phoenix 


Toronto 102, Philadelphia 86 
Charlotte 111, Milwaukee 106 
Indiana 123, Brooklyn 119, OT 
Washington 130, Orlando 103 
Atlanta 112, Dallas 107 
Boston 117, Chicago 92 
Memphis 115, L.A. Clippers 112 
New Orleans 109, Miami 94 
Oklahoma City 103, Utah 89 
Denver 96, Golden State 81 
Minnesota 115, Phoenix 106 
Portland 95, L.A. Lakers 92 
San Antonio 108, Sacramento 99 
Sunday’s games 
No games scheduled. 

Monday’s games 
Philadelphia at New York 
Cleveland at Golden State 
Washington at Boston 
Houston at Oklahoma City 
Minnesota at L.A. Lakers 
Tuesday’s games 
Indiana at Detroit 
Toronto at Dallas 
Orlando at Miami 
Chicago at Milwaukee 
Brooklyn at San Antonio 
Memphis at Phoenix 
Utah at Denver 
Sacramento at L.A. Clippers 
Wednesday’s games 
Boston at Charlotte 
Dallas at Indiana 
Washington at Atlanta 
Brooklyn at New Orleans 
Denver at Minnesota 
New York at Chicago 
Toronto at Oklahoma City 
Cleveland at Sacramento 
Memphis at L.A. Lakers 
Utah at Golden State 

Saturday 

Thunder 103, Jazz 89 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 10-17 2-2 
26, Anthony 6-18 0-0 16, Adams 5-9 2-4 12, 
Westbrook 11-24 3-4 27, Roberson 0-2 0-0 
0, Grant 0-2 2-2 2, Huestis 1-3 0-0 2, Pat¬ 
terson 2-4 4-4 9, Felton 3-6 0-0 6, Abrines 

1- 3 0-0 3. Totals 39-88 13-16 103. 

UTAH - Ingles 2-7 2-2 7, Jerebko 0-0 

2- 2 2, Favors 5-8 1-2 11, Rubio 3-10 0-0 6, 
Mitchell 12-16 4-4 29, J.Johnson 2-3 2-2 8, 
O’Neale 0-0 0-0 0, Sefolosha 4-9 3-4 11, 
Udoh 0-0 2-2 2, Burks 2-5 0-1 4, Hood 3-14 

1-1 9. Totals 33-72 17-20 89. 

Oklahoma City 28 19 29 27-103 

Utah 22 21 21 25- 89 

Three-point Goals—Oklahoma City 
12-29 (George 4-7, Anthony 4-10, West¬ 
brook 2-3, Patterson 1-2, Abrines 1-3, 
Felton 0-1, Grant 0-1, Huestis 0-2), Utah 
6-26 (J.Johnson 2-3, Hood 2-8, Mitchell 1- 
3, Ingles 1-5, Burks 0-1, Rubio 0-3, Sefolo¬ 
sha 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Oklahoma City 45 (Westbrook 10), Utah 
37 (Favors, Ingles 8). Assists—Oklahoma 
City 18 (Westbrook 10), Utah 16 (Rubio, 
Ingles 5). Total Fouls—Oklahoma City 16, 
Utah 13. A-18,306 (19,911). 

Grizzlies 115, Clippers 112 

L.A. CLIPPERS - C.Williams 3-5 0-0 7, 
Wilson 1-4 0-0 3, Jordan 1-3 2-4 4, Teo- 
dosic 4-9 0-0 9, Rivers 14-20 5-6 38, Dekker 

3- 4 2-2 8, Reed 0-2 0-2 0, Harrell 2-6 1-2 5, 
J.Evans 1-4 0-0 2, L.Williams 10-23 11-12 
36. Totals 39-80 21-28 112. 

MEMPHIS - Brooks 3-7 2-2 11, Parsons 

1-4 0-0 3, Gasol 7-16 2-3 17, T.Evans 10-20 

4- 4 30, Harrison 3-14 8-9 15, Ennis III 6-8 

1-1 14, Wright 2-2 2-2 6, Martin 3-8 3-4 9, 
Davis 2-2 0-0 4, Simmons 3-9 0-0 6. Totals 
40-90 22-25 115. 

L.A. Clippers 33 26 22 31-112 

Memphis 30 33 27 25-115 

Three-point Goals—L.A. Clippers 13-34 
(Rivers 5-8, L.Williams 5-13, C.Williams 

1-3, Wilson 1-4, Teodosic 1-5, Dekker 0- 
1), Memphis 13-31 (T.Evans 6-11, Brooks 
3-5, Ennis III 1-2, Gasol 1-3, Parsons 1-4, 
Harrison 1-4, Simmons 0-2). Fouled Out— 
None. Rebounds—L.A. Clippers 37 (Jor¬ 
dan 18), Memphis 47 (Gasol 15). Assists— 
L.A. Clippers 14 (Teodosic 4), Memphis 28 
(T.Evans 11). Total Fouls—L.A. Clippers 
22, Memphis 26. Technicals—Brooks. 
A-16,844 (18,119). 



Steve Yeater/AP 


San Antonio Spurs forward LaMarcus Aldridge shoots over the Sacramento Kings’ Zach Randolph during 
the second half on Saturday in Sacramento, Calif. The Spurs won 108-99. 


Raptors 102, 76ers 86 

PHILADELPHIA - Covington 2-5 1-1 6, 
Saric 5-12 4-6 17, Embiid 5-13 3-4 14, Sim¬ 
mons 5-13 0-2 10, Bayless 2-7 1-1 6, Book¬ 
er 1-2 0-0 2, McAdoo 0-1 0-0 0, Johnson 
4-5 4-4 12, Holmes 0-1 0-0 0, Pullen 1-1 0-0 

2, McConnell 4-8 0-0 8, Luwawu-Cabarrot 
4-12 0-2 9. Totals 33-80 13-20 86. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 0-3 0-0 0, Ibaka 
6-10 4-4 17, Valanciunas 4-7 4-5 12, Lowry 
3-7 5-5 12, DeRozan 9-20 7-8 29, Siakam 
2-8 0-0 4, Miller 0-0 0-0 0, Poeltl 2-5 2-3 
6, Wright 6-12 1-1 14, VanVIeet 0-5 0-0 0, 
Powell 3-8 0-0 8. Totals 35-85 23-26 102. 

Philadelphia 27 19 17 23- 86 

Toronto 27 28 26 21-102 

Three-point Goals—Philadelphia 7- 
27 (Saric 3-5, Embiid 1-4, Covington 1- 
4, Bayless 1-5, Luwawu-Cabarrot 1-6, 
McAdoo 0-1, McConnell 0-2), Toronto 
9-27 (DeRozan 4-7, Powell 2-4, Ibaka 1-2, 
Wright 1-2, Lowry 1-5, Siakam 0-2, VanV¬ 
Ieet 0-2, Anunoby 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Philadelphia 41 (Embiid 8), 
Toronto 43 (Ibaka, Valanciunas, Anunoby 
6). Assists—Philadelphia 19 (Simmons 6), 
Toronto 18 (Lowry 5). Total Fouls—Phila¬ 
delphia 23, Toronto 20. Technicals—Phil¬ 
adelphia coach 76ers (Defensive three 
second), Philadelphia coach Brett Brown, 
Saric, Embiid, Toronto coach Raptors (De¬ 
fensive three second). A—19,800 (19,800). 

Trail Blazers 95, Lakers 92 

PORTLAND - Turner 3-8 1-2 7, Aminu 
2-4 0-0 5, Nurkic 2-11 0-0 4, McCollum 7-23 
1-2 17, Napier 8-18 1-2 21, Harkless 9-162-3 
22, Collins 4-6 2-4 11, Davis 1-3 0-0 2, Con- 
naughton 3-6 0-1 6. Totals 39-95 7-14 95. 

L.A. LAKERS - Hart 5-11 0-0 11, Kuzma 
6-19 4-5 18, Bogut 1-1 0-0 2, Ball 4-13 0-0 10, 
Caldwell-Pope 5-12 0-0 11, Brewer 1-3 1-2 3, 
Nance Jr. 1-2 0-2 2, Randle 6-9 4-7 16, Bryant 
0-0 1-2 1, Ennis 0-0 0-0 0, Caruso 0-1 0-0 0, 
Clarkson 7-14 2-2 18. Totals 36-85 12-20 92. 

Portland 17 27 26 25-95 

L.A. Lakers 24 25 21 22-92 

Three-point Goals—Portland 10-25 
(Napier 4-7, Harkless 2-3, McCollum 2-6, 
Aminu 1-2, Collins 1-2, Turner 0-1, Nurkic 
0-1, Connaughton 0-3), L.A. Lakers 8-25 
(Clarkson 2-4, Kuzma 2-6, Ball 2-6, Hart 1- 

3, Caldwell-Pope 1-5, Brewer 0-1). Fouled 
Out—Bogut. Rebounds—Portland 47 
(Aminu 10), L.A. Lakers 55 (Hart 10). As¬ 
sists—Portland 19 (Napier 5), L.A. Lakers 
23 (Ball 11). Total Fouls-Portland 15, L.A. 
Lakers 22. Technicals—L.A. Lakers coach 
Luke Walton. A-18,997 (19,060). 


Hornets 111, Bucks 106 

MILWAUKEE - Snell 4-7 2-2 11, Mid¬ 
dleton 11-24 5-5 31, Henson 7-10 2-4 16, 
Bledsoe 6-13 3-416, Dellavedova 2-5 0-0 4, 
Wilson 0-0 0-0 0, Maker 2-3 2-2 7, Liggins 
0-2 0-0 0, Kilpatrick 5-9 0-0 11, Brogdon 

5-12 0-0 10, Brown 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 42-87 
14-17 106. 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 2-5 1-2 
5, Williams 1-3 2-2 4, Howard 7-11 7-12 
21, Walker 5-15 6-9 19, Batum 5-13 2-2 12, 
O’Bryant III 1-2 3-4 5, Kaminsky 5-9 2-2 14, 
Carter-Williams 1-2 2-2 4, Monk 0-1 0-0 0, 
Graham 5-8 0-0 14, Lamb 4-5 5-5 13. Totals 
36-74 30-40 111. 

Milwaukee 23 31 31 21-106 

Charlotte 24 29 28 30-111 

Three-point Goals—Milwaukee 8-26 
(Middleton 4-10, Maker 1-1, Snell 1-3, 
Kilpatrick 1-4, Bledsoe 1-5, Brogdon 0-1, 
Liggins 0-2), Charlotte 9-21 (Graham 4- 
5, Walker 3-7, Kaminsky 2-3, Carter-Wil¬ 
liams 0-1, Lamb 0-1, Williams 0-1, Batum 
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Mil¬ 
waukee 35 (Bledsoe 7), Charlotte 43 
(Howard 16). Assists—Milwaukee 25 
(Bledsoe 6), Charlotte 22 (Walker 8). To¬ 
tal Fouls—Milwaukee 32, Charlotte 20. 
Technicals—Milwaukee coach Bucks 
(Defensive three second), Charlotte 
coach Hornets (Defensive three second). 
A-18,363 (19,077). 

Hawks 112, Mavericks 107 

DALLAS - Barnes 10-21 2-4 22, Kleber 
3-5 2-2 8, Nowitzki 7-11 1-1 18, Smith Jr. 

2-8 2-3 6, Matthews 3-9 0-0 7, Powell 5-5 

2-2 12, Mej'ri 1-1 0-0 2, Harris 3-7 2-2 10, 
Ferrell 3-7 0-0 7, Barea 6-11 1-1 15, Collin- 
sworth 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 43-85 12-15 107. 

ATLANTA - Prince 4-7 1-1 10, Ilyasova 
7-9 5-5 21, Plumlee 3-3 0-0 6, Schroder 13- 
22 3-3 33, Bazemore 2-8 6-6 11, Collins 6-9 

1-3 13, Cavanaugh 3-5 0-0 7, Taylor 1-2 0-2 
2, Delaney 2-5 2-2 7, Belinelli 1-4 0-0 2. To¬ 
tals 42-74 18-22 112. 

Dallas 25 28 27 27-107 

Atlanta 25 23 31 33-112 

Three-point Goals—Dallas 9-33 (Nowit¬ 
zki 3-5, Harris 2-4, Barea 2-5, Ferrell 1-3, 
Matthews 1-7, Kleber 0-1, Smith Jr. 0-3, 
Barnes 0-5), Atlanta 10-24 (Schroder 4- 
8, Ilyasova 2-3, Prince 1-2, Cavanaugh 

1-3, Delaney 1-3, Bazemore 1-4, Belinelli 
0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Dal¬ 
las 30 (Nowitzki 6), Atlanta 38 (Ilyasova 

7). Assists—Dallas 31 (Barea 12), Atlanta 
29 (Schroder 7). Total Fouls-Dallas 17, 
Atlanta 19. Technicals—Mejri, Atlanta 
coach Hawks (Defensive three second) 
2. A-13,402 (19,049). 


Pelicans 109, Heat 94 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 7-12 0-0 15, 
Davis 5-11 6-8 17, Cousins 5-7 5-6 16, Ron¬ 
do 2-3 0-0 5, Holiday 5-13 2-2 13, Miller 3-5 

3- 3 12, Cunningham 2-4 0-0 5, Dia.Ho 0-0 0- 
0 0, Nelson 3-6 0-0 7, Cooke 0-10-0 0, Clark 
7-11 0-0 19. Totals 39-73 16-19 109. 

MIAMI - Richardson 5-14 1-1 12, 
Olynyk 3-8 2-2 10, Adebayo 4-7 1-2 9, 
Dragic 5-15 3-4 13, T.Johnson 9-17 0-0 
20, J.Johnson 3-3 0-0 7, Haslem 0-1 0-0 0, 
Mickey 2-5 3-4 7, Walton Jr. 1-2 0-0 3, El¬ 
lington 4-12 2-2 13, Williams Jr. 0-1 0-0 0. 
Totals 36-85 12-15 94. 

New Orleans 27 29 27 26-109 

Miami 28 25 16 25- 94 

Three-point Goals—New Orleans 15- 
25 (Clark 5-7, Miller 3-5, Rondo 1-1, Davis 

1- 1, Moore 1-2, Cousins 1-2, Nelson 1-2, 
Cunningham 1-2, Holiday 1-3), Miami 10- 
32 (Ellington 3-10, Olynyk 2-2, T.Johnson 

2- 6, Walton Jr. 1-1, J.Johnson 1-1, Rich¬ 
ardson 1-5, Williams Jr. 0-1, Adebayo 
0-1, Haslem 0-1, Mickey 0-1, Dragic 0-3). 
Fouled Out—Miller. Rebounds—New Or¬ 
leans 37 (Cousins 7), Miami 38 (Olynyk 

8). Assists—New Orleans 27 (Cousins 8), 
Miami 18 (Adebayo 4). Total Fouls—New 
Orleans 20, Miami 19. Technicals—Miami 
coach Erik Spoelstra. A-19,600 (19,600). 

Wizards 130, Magic 103 

ORLANDO - Simmons 6-13 0-0 14, He- 
zonja 7-15 0-0 16, Vucevic 0-1 1-2 1, Pay- 
ton 11-16 8-8 30, Iwundu 5-8 1-2 12, Spei¬ 
ghts 1-7 0-2 3, Payne 3-4 0-0 7, Biyombo 

4- 4 0-1 8, Augustin 4-9 0-0 9, Artis 1-6 1-2 
3, Afflalo 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 42-87 11-17 103. 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 6-10 1-1 17, 
Morris 6-10 3-4 16, Gortat 1-4 3-3 5, Wall 

3- 9 2-3 10, Beal 5-10 4-4 17, Oubre Jr. 6-11 
1-1 16, Smith 1-3 0-0 2, Scott 7-8 3-3 18, 
McCullough 2-2 0-0 4, Mahinmi 4-5 1-1 
9, Frazier 0-0 0-0 0, Meeks 3-9 2-2 10, Sa- 
toransky 3-5 0-1 6. Totals 47-86 20-23 130. 

Orlando 29 19 35 20-103 

Washington 37 35 28 30-130 

Three-point Goals—Orlando 8-26 

(Hezonja 2-4, Simmons 2-6, Payne 1-1, 
Iwundu 1-2, Speights 1-5, Augustin 1-5, 
Afflalo 0-1, Artis 0-2), Washington 16- 
30 (Porter Jr. 4-6, Beal 3-4, Oubre Jr. 3-5, 
Wall 2-4, Meeks 2-5, Scott 1-1, Morris 1-4, 
Satoransky 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Orlando 28 (Payton, Payne 5), 
Washington 49 (Oubre Jr., Meeks 6). As¬ 
sists—Orlando 17 (Payton 10), Washing¬ 
ton 29 (Wall 13). Total Fouls-Orlando 22, 
Washington 18. Technicals—Morris, Wall. 
A—17,218 (20,356). 


Nuggets 96, Warriors 81 

DENVER - Chandler 6-13 1-1 15, Jokic 
9-16 0-0 18, Plumlee 1-3 0-0 2, Murray 4-10 

4-5 14, Harris 6-14 5-6 19, Craig 1-3 0-0 2, 
Hernangomez 0-0 0-0 0, Barton 3-8 3-3 9, 
Lyles 7-14 0-0 15, Beasley 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 
38-82 13-15 96. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 6-17 6-7 18, 
Green 4-10 1-1 10, Bell 3-5 1-2 7, McCaw 

3-4 1-1 7, Thompson 6-21 2-2 15, Casspi 

2-3 1-2 5, Young 2-8 0-0 5, Looney 0-0 2-2 
2, West 2-6 0-0 4, McGee 2-2 0-0 4, Cook 

1- 1 0-0 2, Iguodala 1-6 0-0 2. Totals 32-83 
14-17 81. 

Denver 22 31 20 23-96 

Golden State 20 21 21 19-81 

Three-point Goals—Denver 7-28 (Mur¬ 
ray 2-2, Chandler 2-6, Harris 2-6, Lyles 1- 
5, Craig 0-2, Jokic 0-3, Barton 0-4), Golden 
State 3-27 (Green 1-4, Young 1-4, Thomp¬ 
son 1-10, Casspi 0-1, McCaw 0-1, Iguodala 
0-2, Durant 0-5). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Denver 45 (Chandler, Jokic 9), 
Golden State 38 (Bell 10). Assists—Denver 
25 (Barton 7), Golden State 25 (Iguodala7). 
Total Fouls—Denver 14, Golden State 14. 
Technicals—Denver coach Nuggets (De¬ 
fensive three second). A-19,596 (19,596). 

Pacers 123, Nets 119 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 7-17 2-2 20, Hol- 
lis-Jefferson 7-18 4-6 18, Zeller 3-6 0-0 6, 
Dinwiddie 8-20 5-5 26, Crabbe 5-10 3-5 14, 
Acy 1-3 1-2 4, Allen 1-4 2-2 4, LeVert 5-10 

2- 3 14, Stauskas 3-5 0-0 8, Harris 2-5 0-0 5. 
Totals 42-98 19-25 119. 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 7-13 1-2 17, 
T.Young 1-4 0-0 3, Turner 8-10 4-5 23, Col- 
lison 6-10 1-2 14, Oladipo 13-23 10-10 38, 
Sabonis 4-11 1-2 9, Leaf 1-1 0-0 2, Joseph 

3- 6 0-0 6, Stephenson 4-12 2-3 11. Totals 
47-90 19-24 123. 

Brooklyn 28 29 24 30 8-119 

Indiana 21 20 39 31 12-123 

Three-point Goals—Brooklyn 16-36 
(Dinwiddie 5-11, Carroll 4-10, LeVert 2-3, 
Stauskas 2-4, Acy 1-2, Harris 1-2, Crabbe 
1-3, Allen 0-1), Indiana 10-23 (Turner 3-4, 
Bogdanovic 2-5, Oladipo 2-8, T.Young 1-1, 
Stephenson 1-2, Collison 1-2, Joseph 0-1). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Brooklyn 
51 (Carroll 13), Indiana41 (Sabonis, Turner 

9). Assists—Brooklyn 24 (Dinwiddie 8), In¬ 
diana 31 (Collison 9). Total Fouls—Brook¬ 
lyn 20, Indiana 25. A-17,107 (18,500). 

Timberwolves 115, Suns 106 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 8-17 0-0 17, 
Gibson 4-8 1-2 9, Towns 6-10 3-4 16, 
Teague 5-9 2-2 12, Butler 10-19 12-13 32, 
Georges-Hunt 0-0 1-2 1, Dieng 2-6 4-4 10, 
Jones 3-4 0-0 7, Crawford 4-11 2-2 11. To¬ 
tals 42-84 25-29 115. 

PHOENIX - Warren 12-25 0-0 24, Chriss 

4- 8 3-6 12, Chandler 2-4 0-0 4, Ulis 2-5 0- 
2 4, Jackson 4-6 2-6 11, House 0-2 3-3 3, 
Bender 2-7 2-2 7, Len 4-5 0-0 8, Monroe 0-0 
0-0 0, Canaan 4-10 5-5 15, Daniels 6-14 0-0 
18. Totals 40-86 15-24 106. 

Minnesota 33 31 22 29-115 

Phoenix 24 19 37 26-106 

Three-point Goals—Minnesota 6-16 
(Dieng 2-2, Jones 1-1, Wiggins 1-2, Towns 
1-2, Crawford 1-4, Teague 0-1, Gibson 0- 

1, Butler 0-3), Phoenix 11-32 (Daniels 6- 
12, Canaan 2-5, Jackson 1-2, Chriss 1-4, 
Bender 1-4, Ulis 0-1, House 0-2, Warren 0- 
2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Minne¬ 
sota 47 (Towns 14), Phoenix 36 (Chandler 
15). Assists-Minnesota 18 (Teague 6), 
Phoenix 24 (Canaan 9). Total Fouls—Min¬ 
nesota 21, Phoenix 22. A-16,482 (18,055). 

Spurs 108, Kings 99 

SAN ANTONIO - Anderson 1-4 4-4 6, 
Aldridge 13-22 1-1 29, Gasol 5-8 2-3 14, 
Parker 5-11 0-0 10, Forbes 2-7 0-0 6, Gay 

3-8 0-0 7, Bertans 0-3 0-0 0, Murray 6-11 

1- 2 13, Mills 3-4 0-0 8, Ginobili 6-10 1-1 15. 
Totals 44-88 9-11 108. 

SACRAMENTO - Temple 4-11 0-0 11, 
Cauley-Stein 10-18 2-3 22, Randolph 6- 
13 0-0 13, Hill 3-6 0-0 7, Hield 9-17 2-2 24, 
Jackson 0-1 0-0 0, Koufos 2-6 0-2 4, Mason 
0-6 3-4 3, Bogdanovic 6-6 0-0 15, Richard¬ 
son 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 40-86 7-11 99. 

San Antonio 33 29 22 24-108 

Sacramento 33 16 27 23- 99 

Three-point Goals—San Antonio 11-23 
(Gasol 2-3, Aldridge 2-3, Mills 2-3, Forbes 

2- 4, Ginobili 2-6, Gay 1-2, Bertans 0-2), 
Sacramento 12-22 (Hield 4-7, Bogdanovic 

3- 3, Temple 3-6, Hill 1-2, Randolph 1-3, 
Richardson 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—San Antonio 44 (Gasol 11), Sac¬ 
ramento 42 (Cauley-Stein 11). Assists— 
San Antonio 29 (Gasol 10), Sacramento 
21 (Hill 6). Total Fouls—San Antonio 11, 
Sacramento 17. Technicals—Sacramento 
coach Kings (Defensive three second). 
A—17,583 (17,608). 

Celtics 117, Bulls 92 

CHICAGO - Valentine 1-3 2-2 5, Mark- 
kanen 4-10 2-2 12, Lopez 3-5 2-2 8, Dunn 
1-12 0-0 2, Holiday 5-12 0-0 12, Zipser 2-5 

1- 2 5, Portis 7-13 3-3 17, Mirotic 3-10 2-2 
9, FeliciO 0-1 1-2 1, Grant 4-8 1-2 10, Pon- 
dexter 0-1 0-0 0, Nwaba 4-6 3-8 11. Totals 
34-86 17-25 92. 

BOSTON - Tatum 6-13 0-0 13, Horford 

5- 10 0-0 10, Baynes 5-7 0-0 10, Irving 9-15 

2- 2 25, Brown 7-10 2-4 20, Nader 1-3 0-0 2, 
Ojeleye 2-5 0-0 6, Yabusele 0-1 0-0 0, Theis 
1-5 8-8 10, Allen 0-1 2-2 2, Rozier 4-10 0-0 8, 
Smart 4-12 3-5 11. Totals 44-92 17-21 117. 

Chicago 31 27 18 16- 92 

Boston 33 27 38 19-117 

Three-point Goals—Chicago 7-19 

(Markkanen 2-3, Holiday 2-5, Valentine 1- 

2, Grant 1-3, Mirotic 1-3, Dunn 0-1, Portis 
0-2), Boston 12-32 (Irving 5-7, Brown 4-6, 
Ojeleye 2-3, Tatum 1-3, Yabusele 0-1, Theis 
0-1, Allen 0-1, Horford 0-1, Rozier 0-2, 
Nader 0-2, Smart 0-5). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Chicago 51 (Mirotic 9), Boston 
46 (Theis 15). Assists—Chicago 24 (Dunn 
7), Boston 29 (Irving 7). Total Fouls-Chi- 
cago 16, Boston 18. A—18,624 (18,624). 
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NBA 


Santa’s bag 


Once a kickoff of sorts for 
the NBA, Christmas is now 
a celebration of the league’s 
success. Combined viewer- 
ship on ESPN and TNT is 
up 21 percent this season, 
with games averaging 1.9 
million viewers, even before 
what figures to be the biggest 
numbers of the season. 



■ New York at Phila¬ 
delphia: AFN Sports; 6 
p.m. Monday CET, 2 a.m. 
Tuesday JKT: A tantalizing 
twosome that could’ve been 
a Big Three. Embiid and 
Simmons have the Sixers 
on the rise in their first year 
together, but imagine if Porz- 
ingis was there with them. 
The Knicks took the 7-foot-3 
forward with the No. 4 pick 
in 2015, immediately after 
Philadelphia passed for the 
since-traded Jahlil Okafor. 



■ Cleveland at Golden 
State: AFN Sports; 9 
p.m. Monday CET, 5 a.m. 
Tuesday JKT: LeBron & KD 
— Enough said. 



■ Washington at Bos¬ 
ton: AFN Sports; 11:30 
p.m. Monday CET, 7:30 
a.m. Tuesday JKT: Peace 
on Christmas? Maybe not 
in Boston, where the Celtics 
and Wizards renew a heated 
rivalry that only grew hotter 
after they went seven games 
in the Eastern Conference 
semifinals. 



■ Houston at Oklahoma 
City: AFN Sports; 2 a.m. 
Tuesday CET, 10 a.m. 
Tuesday JKT: Oklahoma City 
against Houston, a matchup 
of MVP Russell Westbrook 
and runner-up James Harden. 



■ Minnesota at Los An¬ 
geles: AFN Sports; 4:30 
a.m. Tuesday CET, 12:30 
p.m. Tuesday JKT: Minne¬ 
sota visiting the Lakers, two 
non-playoff teams who have 
acquired some of the best 
young talent in the league in 
recent drafts. 


Christmas games a mix of old and new 

Finals rematch among schedule featuring top teams, players 



Eric Christian Smith/AP 


Houston Rockets guards James Harden, right, and Chris Paul slap hands after a foul during a game 
against the Milwaukee Bucks earlier this month in Houston. The Rockets are 15-1 with Paul in the 
lineup this season, and Houston has raced out to a 25-6 overall mark — best in the NBA. 


Associated Pressr 

NEW YORK—There’s LeBron 
James, Kevin Durant and Golden 
State against Cleveland, for fans 
wanting more of the NBA’s reign¬ 
ing rivalry. 

For those preferring something 
new, the league’s Christmas Day 
schedule has that, too. 

It’s a star-studded slate, with 
the NBA Finals rematch stand¬ 
ing out among the top teams and 
power players. 

The league is driven by star 
power, and the NBA is going 
all-in this year. The schedule is 
about the best players, not all the 
best teams. 

And with Joel Embiid, Ben 
Simmons and Kristaps Porzingis 
starting the day, and Lonzo Ball, 
Kyle Kuzma and Karl-Anthony 
Towns finishing it, this year’s 
showcase is as much about the 
guys who got next on the mar¬ 
quee as the ones on top already. 

“They’re doing it for talent. You 
have the talent and the market¬ 
able players, so I understand why 
they’re picking those teams,” 
said Sacramento veteran Vince 
Carter. 

Red wouldn’t approve: Red 

Auerbach would not like this. 

As legend goes, Auerbach never 
wanted his Boston Celtics to play 
a Christmas home game because 
team staff and arena workers 
would lose family time on the 
holiday. The Celtics often played 
on Christmas, but never at home. 
A “home” game on Dec. 25,1964 
against Detroit was played at 
Madison Square Garden in New 
York as part of a doubleheader. 

Celtics history changes 
Monday. 

For the first time, they’ll be 
playing at home on Christmas. 

It’s part of the NBA’s holi¬ 
day quintupleheader. The day’s 
lineup: Philadelphia plays its 
first Christmas game since 2001 
when it visits New York, followed 
by the NBA Finals rematch with 
Cleveland at Golden State. Bos¬ 
ton hosts Washington in the third 
game, followed by Houston visit¬ 
ing Oklahoma City, and the night¬ 
cap has Minnesota facing the Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

Cleveland’s Dwyane Wade will 
aim to win on Christmas for the 
11th time, which would extend 
his NBA record. Wade and LeB¬ 
ron James each have exactly 301 
points and 76 assists on Christ¬ 
mas, the active leaders in both. 

Rockets rolling: Tilman Fer- 
titta spent $2.2 billion to buy the 
Houston Rockets this fall, a re¬ 
cord purchase price for any NBA 
team. 

Worth every penny. 

The Rockets’ numbers are just 
staggering. They’re an NBA-best 
25-6 — 15-1 with Chris Paul in 
the lineup — and on pace to oblit¬ 
erate the league’s three-point 
record for the second straight 
season. 

“It’s cool. We just hoop,” Paul 
said, in a late entry for under¬ 
statement of the year. “We get 


stops, we play in transition. Yeah, 
we just set screens and we move 
it, trying to find the open man.” 

It’s working — the Rockets 
are on pace to make 1,300 three- 
pointers. The NBA record for 
that, set by Houston last season, 
is 1,181. 

Soft schedule: New York’s 
easy part of the schedule is wind¬ 
ing down. 


The Knicks played 19 of their 
first 30 games at home, going 14- 
5. Away from home, they’re 2-9. 

Out of New York’s first 11 road 
“trips,” 10 were one-gamers. 
Things will get tougher soon — 
after Christmas, New York plays 
16 of its next 20 on the road. 

Stat of the week I 

■ 8 and 24: In tribute to Kobe 


Bryant, who had both of his 
Lakers’ jersey numbers retired 
Monday. 

Stat of the week II 

■ It’s all about threes now. 
Before this season, seven NBA 
teams had averaged 10.8 threes 
per game. So far this season 
alone, 15 teams are averaging 
that many. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Flowers lifts USF over Texas Tech 


By John Zenor 

Associated Press 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Quinton Flowers 
did it again at the Birmingham Bowl, launch¬ 
ing another winning touchdown throw with a 
game against a Power 5 team on the line. 

Flowers threw a 26-yard touchdown pass to 
Tyre McCants with 16 seconds left to give No. 
23 South Florida a 38-34 victory over Texas 
Tech in the Birmingham Bowl on Saturday. 

Flowers led the Bulls (10-2) to a second 
straight dramatic victory in the bowl game 
at Legion Field, throwing for a pair of touch¬ 
downs in the final 4:26 after struggling in the 
first half. 

“I was telling myself, I’ve got to hit my guys 
in the chest,” Flowers said. “I’ve got to put the 
ball in their chest and just give them a chance. 
I just went out there and my coach called the 
play that I wanted and thank God Tyre did 
what he was supposed to do and I did what I 
was supposed to do and we came out with the 
victory.” 

The Bulls, who are 21-4 the past two sea¬ 
sons, won last year’s Birmingham Bowl on 
Flowers’ 25-yard touchdown pass in overtime 
against South Carolina. 

The Red Raiders (6-7) had taken the lead 
back with Nic Shimonek’s 25-yard touchdown 
pass to a wide-open T.J. Vasher in the end 
zone with 1:31 remaining. That left Flowers 
with plenty of time to work, it turns out. 

He ran 13 and 21 yards for first downs, the 
latter coming on a third-and-10 play. Then 
he found McCants on their second scoring 
connection. 

The senior passed for 311 yards and four 
touchdowns. He also ran 14 times for 106 yards 
and a fifth score. Marquez Valdes-Scantling 



Albert Cesare/AP 


South Florida quarterback Quinton Flowers 
threw a pair of touchdowns in the final 4:26 
of the Birmingham Bowl to beat Texas Tech 
38-34 on Saturday. 

gained 133 yards on three catches. 

Shimonek took Texas Tech across midfield 
in the final seconds but his desperation pass 
on the run was completed well short of the end 
zone. 

Shimonek, who had led a fourth-quar¬ 
ter comeback in the regular-season finale 
against Texas, completed 32 of 59 passes for 
416 yards. This time the Red Raiders couldn’t 
seal the deal. 

“That’s really exactly what was going through 
my mind,” Shimonek said. “It was almost the 
same exact type scenario (as Texas).” 

He threw for three touchdowns and was in¬ 


tercepted twice on deflected balls. 

Keke Coutee had 11 catches for 187 yards 
and a touchdown while Justin Stockton ran for 
103 yards. 

The Red Raiders set up two touchdowns in 
the third quarter off fumble recoveries, tak¬ 
ing a 24-17 lead. The defense helped preserve 
the lead with a pair of fourth down stops, 
including a goal line stand. Quentin Yontz 
stuffed Darius Tice from inside the 1 early in 
the fourth, but Flowers wound up getting the 
ball back across midfield. 

He cashed in this time with a 5-yard touch¬ 
down run to tie it with 9:30 left. 

“Defensively, it was stop after stop that we 
had to go get,” first-year South Florida coach 
Charlie Strong said. 

“And even for our offense, they had two turn¬ 
overs and then they had two big fourth-down 
stops and our offense just continued to play.” 

The takeaway: Texas Tech: The Red Raid¬ 
ers couldn’t translate a 249-130 edge in first- 
half yards into an advantage on the scoreboard. 
They converted 10 of 19 third downs. 

South Florida: Flowers had a terrific sec¬ 
ond half after going 4-of-14 passing for 52 
yards in the first. He concluded it on a 21-yard 
touchdown pass to McCants with 51 seconds 
left to tie it, 10-all. ... Defensive tackle Dead- 
rin Senat had three first-half sacks for South 
Florida, matching his season total coming into 
the bowl. 

Flowers records: Flowers became the 
American Athletic Conference’s career lead¬ 
er in total offense with a 21-yard touchdown 
pass late in the first half. He broke the mark 
of 11,431 yards held by Temple’s Phillip Walk¬ 
er. Flowers also set school records for career 
touchdown passes and rushing yards, finish¬ 
ing with 34 school or conference marks. 


Appalachian State shuts down Toledo 



Dan Anderson/AP 


Appalachian State quarterback Taylor Lamb hands the ball to running 
back Jalin Moore in the first half on Saturday against Toledo in the 
Dollar General Bowl in Mobile, Ala. Applachian State won 34-0. 


By David Brandt 

Associated Press 

MOBILE, Ala. — Appalachian 
State’s improved defense was a 
huge reason the program closed 
the regular season on a three- 
game winning streak and won a 
share of the Sun Belt Conference 
title. 

The Mountaineers saved the 
best for last in a Dollar General 
Bowl blowout. 

Appalachian State’s swarming, 
opportunistic defense was the 
catalyst for an impressive 34-0 
victory over Toledo on Saturday 
night. The Rockets came into 
the game averaging nearly 40 
points per game, but fell behind 
early and looked completely over¬ 
matched. They managed just 146 
total yards while turning the ball 
over four times. 

“When we get a little bit of a 
lead, that’s when we’re really dan¬ 
gerous,” Appalachian State coach 
Scott Satterfield said. “Once we 
get that lead and our defense has 
their bearing straight, the other 
team starts forcing the ball down 
the field and that’s when we get 
turnovers.” 

Appalachian State’s defense 
had improved during the season’s 
final few weeks, giving up just 
10 points per game in wins over 
Georgia State, Georgia Southern 
and Louisiana-Lafayette. The 
performance against the Rockets 
was even better. Linebacker An¬ 


thony Flory led the Mountaineers 
with eight tackles and intercept¬ 
ed a pass in the first quarter that 
helped shift the momentum. 

“The defense has just been 
really solid,” Satterfield said. 
“They’ve tackled well over the 
last month and haven’t given up 
the big play.” 

The Mountaineers’ offense had 
a good night as well, especially on 
the ground. Jalin Moore, who was 
the game’s Most Valuable Player, 
ran for 125 yards and a career- 
high three touchdowns to lead a 
running game that finished with 
327 yards. 

“It meant everything sending 
these guys out with a ‘W’ like 
this,” Moore said. “I stressed a lot 
about it. I knew what was at stake. 
I just tried to play a perfect game 
for myself and for my boys. It’s 
kind of emotional.” 

Senior quarterback Taylor 
Lamb, who was starting his 49th 
straight game, threw for 131 
yards. 

Appalachian State (9-4) won 
its third straight bowl game since 
making the complete transition to 
the Football Bowl Subdivision in 
2015. 

It was the second straight year 
the two programs had met in the 
postseason. Appalachian State 
beat Toledo in a hard-fought 31- 
28 victory in the Camellia Bowl in 
2016 just a few hours up the inter¬ 
state in Montgomery, Alabama. 

The rematch in Mobile turned 


out to be a dud. 

Toledo’s Logan Woodside threw 
for 124 yards and three intercep¬ 
tions. He had just five intercep¬ 
tions through the season’s first 13 
games before Saturday. 

“I feel like I let my team down 
a little bit,” Woodside said. “Give 
App State a lot of credit, they had 
me force a couple balls downfield 
that were uncharacteristic of my¬ 
self. But overall, you can’t take 
away what we did this season.” 

The takeaway: Appalachian 


State: It was an impressive per¬ 
formance for the Mountaineers, 
especially on defense. Even dur¬ 
ing the rare moments when To¬ 
ledo would have some success 
on offense, Appalachian State al¬ 
ways seemed to force a turnover 
at a crucial juncture. 

Toledo: This was one to for¬ 
get for the Rockets. The offense 
looked out of sync all night and 
Appalachian State’s running 
game methodically picked apart 
Toledo’s defense. 



Steve Nurenberg, Star-Telegram/AP 


San Diego State running back 
Rashaad Penny, right, runs on 
his way for a touchdown against 
Army during the first half of the 
Armed Forces Bowl on Saturday. 

Penny: Army 
overcomes 
RB’s four TDs 

FROM BACK PAGE 

“That No. 20, Rashaad Penny 
— if we went into overtime, he’s 
going to get the ball in his hands 
again,” Monken said. “There’s 
no way I wanted to watch that 
anymore.” 

Walker took the pitch and raced 
toward the right corner of the end 
zone. 

“Our O-line did a tremendous 
job,” Walker said. “All I had to do 
was catch it and run.” 

The takeaway: San Diego 
State: The Aztecs went into the 
game ranked ninth in FBS rush 
defense, allowing 110.4 yards per 
game. Army ran for 120 in the 
first quarter and 440 overall. 

Army: The Black Knights went 
into the game ranked last in the 
FBS averaging 29.6 passing 
yards per game. They went 1-for- 
4 passing for 6 yards, including 
receiver Kjetil Cline throwing an 
interception. 

Running records fall: Penny 
finished with a school-record 
2,248 rushing yards this season, 
breaking the mark set last sea¬ 
son by Donnel Pumphrey. He 
said afterward the record doesn’t 
mean anything since the Aztecs 
finished with a loss. Penny also 
became the fourth FBS player 
ever to run for 200 yards in five 
straight games. 

Mission accomplished: Army’s 
seniors progressed from records 
of 4-8 and 2-10 during their first 
two seasons to 8-5 and 10-3, with 
two straight wins over Navy and 
the school’s first Commander In 
Chief’s Trophy since 1996. 

“We flipped the script last year 
and built the foundation that we’re 
still building to where 10-win sea¬ 
sons are now the expectation,” 
linebacker Alex Aukerman said. 

While the academy’s public af¬ 
fairs office stated two weeks ago 
that senior Bradshaw would spend 
an additional year at West Point, 
he said following Saturday’s play: 
“This is my last game.” 

The Black Knights will open at 
Duke on Sept. 1. 
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Ravens beat Colts, edge closer to playoff berth 


By David Ginsburg 

Associated Press 

BALTIMORE — The Baltimore Ravens 
need one more win to get into the playoffs. 

The Indianapolis Colts must play one 
more game before their painful season fi¬ 
nally comes to an end. 

Baltimore (9-6) remained on course to 
end its two-year postseason drought by 
defeating the Colts 23-16 Saturday. With a 
win over Cincinnati at home next Sunday, 
the Ravens will enter the playoffs as an 
AFC wild card. 

“We’ll be itching to back out there on 
Sunday and to get that game under day,” 
quarterback Joe Flacco said. “But we’ve 
got to continue to do our business the right 
way, continue to do what we’ve been doing, 
and I think we’ll be all right.” 

What the Ravens have been doing is win¬ 
ning — sometimes impressively and, as 
was the case Saturday, sometimes ugly. 


The Ravens didn’t force a turnover, 
scored only two touchdowns and were dan¬ 
gerously close to going into overtime at 
home against lowly Indianapolis. 

“We didn’t play our best game,” coach 
John Harbaugh readily acknowledged. 

Despite letting the lowly Colts hang in 
there right to the end, the Ravens pulled 
out a much-needed victory. 

“Good teams find a way, especially in 
December,” safety Eric Weddle said. 

The Colts (3-12), on the other hand, are 
still looking for that elusive winning for¬ 
mula. After a blocked punt put Indianapo¬ 
lis in position to force overtime, the Colts 
frittered away their last chance. 

“A lot of things haven’t gone our way this 
year,” safety Darius Butler said. 

Indianapolis close the season on Dec. 31 
at home against Houston. 

Joe Flacco threw for 237 yards and two 
touchdowns, Justin Tucker kicked three 
field goals and the Ravens did just enough 


to squeeze out a victory. 

“I wish we had gotten into the end zone 
one more time,” Flacco said. “It’s not al¬ 
ways pretty.” 

Indianapolis closed to 16-13 in the third 
quarter before Flacco threw a 4-yard 
touchdown pass to Maxx Williams with 
8:40 remaining. 

It was 23-16 when Anthony Walker 
blocked a Ravens punt, giving the Colts the 
ball at the Baltimore 27 with 2:36 left. In¬ 
dianapolis moved to the 10 before a third- 
down sack and a fourth-down incompletion 
ended the comeback bid. 

“We had a great chance to win this 
game,” Colts quarterback Jacoby Bris- 
sett said. “We just didn’t get it done down 
there.” 

Flacco, who went 29-for-38, has thrown 
for seven TDs with just one interception 
over his last four games. 

“We’re a very excited, a very confident 
football team,” Flacco said. 



Nick Wass/AP 


Ravens receiver Michael Campanaro 
celebrates his touchdown on Saturday 
against the Colts in Baltimore. 


Scoreboard 


American Conference 


y-New England 1] 
Buffalo f 


x-Jacksonville 1 
Tennessee 
Houston 
Indianapolis 

y-Pittsburgh 1 
Baltimore 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 

Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 
Oakland 
Denver 


Pet PF PA 

786 395 274 
571 264 306 
429 252 342 
357 285 342 

714 374 209 
571 296 319 
286 319 380 
200 241 391 

786 344 278 
600 368 272 
357 233 305 
000 207 362 

571 359 302 
500 311 255 
429 281 324 
357 254 328 


National Conference 


12 2 0 
8 6 0 


857 438 279 
571 336 311 
429 305 359 
143 228 355 

714 401 282 
714 331 286 
643 318 282 
286 285 336 

786 343 242 
571 358 339 
500 309 333 
286 234 294 


y-Philadelphia 
Dallas 

Washington b 8 u 

N.Y. Giants 2 12 0 

South 

New Orleans 10 4 0 

Carolina 10 4 0 

Atlanta 9 5 0 

Tampa Bay 4 10 0 

North 

y-Minnesota 11 3 0 

Detroit 8 6 0 

Green Bay 7 7 0 

Chicago 4 10 0 


L.A. Rams 10 4 0 .714 438 272 

Seattle 8 6 0 .571 321 294 

Arizona 6 8 0 .429 246 337 

San Francisco 4 10 0 .286 253 337 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Saturday’s games 
Baltimore 23, Indianapolis 16 
Minnesota 16, Green Bay 0 
Sunday's games 
Cleveland at Chicago 
Atlanta at New Orleans 
Denver at Washington 
Tampa Bay at Carolina 
Miami at Kansas City 
L.A. Rams at Tennessee 
L.A. Chargers at N.Y. Jets 
Detroit at Cincinnati 
Buffalo at New England 
Jacksonville at San Francisco 
N.Y. Giants at Arizona 
Seattle at Dallas 

Monday’s games 
Pittsburgh at Houston 
Oakland at Philadelphia 
Sunday, Dec. 31 
Washington at N.Y. Giants 
N.Y. Jets at New England 
Carolina at Atlanta 
Houston at Indianapolis 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh 
Green Bay at Detroit 
Dallas at Philadelphia 
Chicago at Minnesota 
Buffalo at Miami 
Jacksonville at Tennessee 
Cincinnati at Baltimore 
New Orleans at Tampa Bay 
Oakland at L.A. Chargers 
San Francisco at L.A. Rams 
Arizona at Seattle 
Kansas City at Denver 

Calendar 

Dec. 31 — Regular season ends. 

Jan. 6-7 — Wild-card playoffs. 

Jan. 13-14 — Divisional playoffs. 

Jan. 21 — Conference championships. 
Feb. 4 — Super Bowl at Minneapolis. 


Saturday 

Ravens 23, Colts 16 

Indianapolis 0 7 6 3—16 

Baltimore 3 10 3 7-23 

First Quarter 

Bal-FG Tucker 30, 6:34. 

Second Quarter 

Bal—Campanaro 6 pass from Flacco 
(Tucker kick), 12:16. 

Ind—Gore 14 pass from Brissett (Vina- 
tieri kick), 7:38. 

Bal-FG Tucker 39, 1:55. 

Third Quarter 
Bal-FG Tucker 36, 9:24. 

Ind —FG Vinatieri 48, 7:13. 

Ind — FG Vinatieri 38, 1:34. 

Fourth Quarter 

Bal — M.Williams 4 pass from Flacco 
(Tucker kick), 8:40. 

Ind-FG Vinatieri 30, 4:33. 

A—70,590. 

Ind Bal 

First downs 17 23 

Total Net Yards 296 323 

Rushes-yards 24-93 32-103 

Passing 203 220 

Punt Returns 1-8 1-0 

Kickoff Returns 1-34 0-0 

Interceptions Ret. 0-0 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 16-33-0 29-38-0 

Sacked-Yards Lost 2-12 1-17 

Punts 2-37.0 3-23.7 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 2-0 

Penalties-Yards 2-19 5-25 

Time of Possession 24:12 35:48 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Indianapolis, Gore 17-68, 
Mack 4-17, Brissett 3-8. Baltimore, Col¬ 
lins 18-51, Allen 8-37, Campanaro 1-9, 
Woodhead 1-8, Flacco 4-(minus 2). 

PASSING—Indianapolis, Brissett 16- 
33-0-215. Baltimore, Flacco 29-38-0-237. 

RECEIVING-Indianapolis, Hilton 6-100, 
Doyle 5-41, Mack 2-37, Gore 2-18, Rogers 

1- 19. Baltimore, Watson 5-40, Woodhead 
5-33, Wallace 4-60, Collins 3-15, Boyle 3-9, 
C.Moore 2-29, Campanaro 2-21, Perriman 

2- 14, M.Williams 2-6, Allen 1-10. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Indianapolis, 

Vinatieri 60. 

Vikings 16, Packers 0 


10 


3 3-16 


Green Bay . 

First Quarter 

Min-FG Forbath 49, 8:28. 

Min—Diggs 4 pass from Keenum (For¬ 
bath kick), :56. 

Third Quarter 

Min-FG Forbath 20, 1:20. 

Fourth Quarter 

Min-FG Forbath 27, 2:56. 

A—78,092. 


Min 

15 


GB 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 

Rushes-yards 33-nz Z4-113 

Passing 124 126 

Punt Returns 1-11 3-29 

Kickoff Returns 1-22 5-96 

Interceptions Ret. 2-17 0-0 

Comp-Att-Int 14-25-0 17-40-2 

Sacked-Yards Lost 3-15 1-4 

Punts 7-39.6 6-38.5 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 0-0 

Penalties-Yards 2-10 6-79 

Time of Possession 31:37 28:23 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-Minnesota, Murray 21-69, 
McKinnon 7-42, Diggs 1-3, Keenum 4-(mi- 
nus 2). Green Bay, Williams 15-58, Hund¬ 
ley 5-48, A.Jones 3-13, Cobb l-(minus 6). 

PASSING-Minnesota, Keenum 14-25- 
0-139. Green Bay, Hundley 17-40-2-130. 

RECEIVING—Minnesota, Diggs 5-60, 
Morgan 2-26, Thielen 2-24, McKinnon 1-9, 
Wright 1-8, Rudolph 1-6, Murray 1-6, Floyd 
1-0. Green Bay, L.Kendricks 4-36, Cobb 4- 
22, M.CIark 3-36, Nelson 3-11, Janis 1-12, 
Allison 1-9, Ripkowski 1-4. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 


Vikings shut out Packers, 
keep eye on first-round bye 



Jeffrey Phelps/AP 


The Vikings’ Trae Waynes breaks up a pass intended for the 
Packers’ Michael Clark during the fourth quarter on Saturday. 


By Genaro C. Armas 

Associated Press 

GREEN BAY, Wis. — While 
winning at Lambeau Field means 
a lot to the Minnesota Vikings, 
the NFC North champions have 
bigger goals in mind. 

A first-round playoff bye is well 
within reach. 

The Vikings took care of busi¬ 
ness on their end with a 16-0 
victory Saturday over the injury- 
depleted Green Bay Packers, the 
team’s first shutout in 24 years. 
Having already clinched the di¬ 
vision title, Minnesota (12-3) 
could wrap up a first-round bye 
if Carolina loses to Tampa Bay on 
Sunday. 

“I’m hoping we can get one 
more win, work on some things 
we need to work on ... and then go 
out and play our rear ends off in 
the playoffs,” Vikings coach Mike 
Zimmer said. 

Stefon Diggs caught a 4-yard 
pass from quarterback Case Kee¬ 
num just inside the back line of 
the end zone in the first quarter 
for the only touchdown. After the 
game, Keenum stopped before 
heading up the tunnel at Lam¬ 
beau, clapping his hands above 
his head while Vikings fans 
chanted “Skol! Skol!” 

They felt right at home in 
Titletown. 

“Defense played absolutely in¬ 
credible today, and we did enough. 
It doesn’t matter how, it matters 
how many,” Keenum said. 

The Packers (7-8) managed to 
hold a 239-236 edge in total yards. 
They were still shut out twice in 
a season for the first time since 
2006. 

“I never felt more defeated, 
more embarrassed by a perfor¬ 
mance. Yeah, we had opportuni¬ 
ties, and we didn’t connect when 
we did,” receiver Randall Cobb 
said. 

In its defense, the team fielded 
a lineup that often looked like 
one coach Mike McCarthy might 


send out for a game late in the 
preseason. The Packers had al¬ 
ready been eliminated from play¬ 
off contention. 

Brett Hundley was 17-for-40 for 
130 yards with two interceptions in 
taking over at quarterback again 
for Aaron Rodgers, who returned 
to injured reserve this week after 
missing seven games earlier in the 
year with a collarbone injury. 

“It’s so frustrating just because 
of the fact that I know what I can 
do,” Hundley said. “But to go 
out there and not be consistent 

— which is my number one goal 

— and just give our team an op¬ 
portunity to win each game, that 
hurts.” 

The Vikings forced an in¬ 
completion into the end zone on 
fourth-and-4 from the 14 early in 
the fourth quarter to turn away 
the Packers’ last best effort to 


cross the goal line. Minnesota 
safety Harrison Smith ended an¬ 
other Green Bay drive with an in¬ 
terception at the Vikings 5 late in 
the second quarter. 

Diggs finished with five catches 
for 60 yards. Keenum was 14-for- 
25 for 139 yards. 

Starting outside lineback¬ 
ers Clay Matthews (hamstring) 
and Nick Perry (ankle/shoulder) 
missed the game for Green Bay, 
along with cornerback Dam- 
arious Randall (hamstring). The 
Packers didn’t have leading re¬ 
ceiver Davante Adams, who is 
in the concussion protocol, and 
then lost wideout Jordy Nelson 
and tight end Richard Rodgers to 
shoulder injuries in the first half. 

“Injuries are unfortunate. We 
had a lot of opportunities tonight. 
We didn’t make the plays,” Mc¬ 
Carthy said. 
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One win away 

Ravens hold off Colts to move 
closer to wildcard berth » Page 31 



Steve Nurenberg, Star-Telegram/AP 


Army running back Darnell Woolfolk, center, reacts after his touchdown against San Diego State during the Armed Forces Bowl on Saturday in Fort Worth, Texas. 


Army spoils Aztecs RB’s stellar day with late TD in Armed Forces Bowl 


Associated Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas — Army coach 
Jeff Monken was able to joke afterward. 

“We had 'em all the way,” Monken 
deadpanned. 

It wasn’t quite that easy for the Black 
Knights. 

Darnell Woolfolk scored on a 1-yard run 
with 18 seconds left, Kell Walker convert¬ 
ed a go-ahead 2-point run and Army added 
a last-play defensive touchdown for a 42-35 
victory over San Diego State on Saturday 
in the Armed Forces Bowl. 


After Rashaad Penny’s fourth touch¬ 
down run of the game gave San Diego State 
(10-3) a 35-28 lead with 5:47 to play, Army 
(10-3) drove 72 yards for the tying score 
and winning conversion. 

“It was tough, but we were confident 
we’d move the ball,” Army quarterback 
Ahmad Bradshaw said. 

On the Aztecs’ final play, they made mul¬ 
tiple laterals from their 40. The final lat¬ 
eral was grabbed by Army’s Elijah Riley, 
who returned it 29 yards for a touchdown. 

The Black Knights tied a school record 
for wins set by the 1996 team. 


Penny ran for 221 yards, his fifth straight 
game of at least 200 yards. His scores came 
on runs of 81, on his first carry, 31, 49 and 
4 yards. 

Juwan Washington added the Aztecs’ 
other touchdown on a 78-yard kickoff re¬ 
turn in the first half’s closing seconds. 

“Obviously, Rashaad and Juwan had a 
great night,” Aztecs coach Rocky Long 
said. “Our defense played really, really 
poorly. And that’s coaching. So, that’s my 
fault.” 

Army dominated the time of possession. 
The Black Knights ran 91 plays to the Az¬ 


tecs’ 30 and held the ball for 46:00 to San 
Diego State’s 13:53. 

“That’s our brand of football,” Monken 
said. “We don’t have anybody like they 
have — when you break through the line, 
it’s six points.” 

Woolfolk ran for two touchdowns, and 
Bradshaw and Andy Davidson ran for one 
each. 

Monken said there was no doubt the 
Black Knights would go for two points if 
they pulled within one in the closing min¬ 
utes with a touchdown. 

SEE PINCHERS ON PAGE 30 


Finals rematch among NBA’s holiday lineup» 
















